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LETTERS 


BLOG COMMENTS 
OF THE WEEK 


Working parents often get the 
short end of the stick at work: 

For years, California employers — 
big, small, private, and public — have 
withheld hard-earned raises and pro- 
motions from individuals with young 
children [“Moms Want Equal Pay: 
California Ranks Eighth Best State 
for Working Moms,’ Jonathan Ra- 
mos, the Exhibitionist, 5/7]. They can 
get away with these unfair practices 
because committed parents won't 
walk away from their jobs and jeopar- 
dize their children’s well-being. Over 
the years, some parents have seen 
employers keep bonuses and awards 
meant for their employees, with little 
recourse. Some people wonder how 
those with authority and power can 
sleep at night knowing they are de- 
priving hardworking people from 
what’s rightfully theirs. 

Sidney 


Frozenis just part of a growing 

list of movies that annoys parents: 
I’ve never seen it but my 3-year old 
niece who is still forming sentences 
knows all the words to “Let it Go” [“T 
Went to the Frozen Sing-Along at the 
Castro Theatre and (Barely) Lived to 
Tell The Tale,” Gabe Meline, All Shook 
Down, 5/7]. But hey, in the second 
grade my mom bought me The Lion 
King sing-a-long cassette with lyric 
book. I bet she really regretted that 
one. Oh I! just can’t wait to be king! 
Kelly N. 


Poop, robbery, and high rents keep 
one reader stressed out: The fear 
of crackheads and thugs robbing me 
for my phone at any moment defi- 
nitely stresses me out [“Take a Vaca- 
tion: San Francisco is the Fourth 
Most Stressed-Out City in America,” 


“The fear of 
crackheads and 
thugs robbing 

me for my phone 
at any moment 
definitely stresses 
me out.” 


JEREMY B. COMMENTING ON 

“TAKE A VACATION: SAN FRANCISCO 
IS THE FOURTH MOST STRESSED-OUT 
CITY IN AMERICA" 


Erin Sherbert, 5/7]. Also constant 
vigilance to avoid stepping in human 
feces and urine. Oh and how I’m go- 
ing to spend 80 percent of my pay- 
check on rent. 

Jeremy B. 


Another reader is more into the 
staycation idea: I’m not stressed at 
all. If I feel any kind of stress I go take 
a walk at Crissy Field or Embarcadero 
or Baker Beach or walk around Union 
Square or catch a baseball game. Point 
is — the city has lots of things to get 
your mind right and there are places 
to take in the beauty that is San Fran- 
cisco. 


David C. 


LETTERS POLICY 
We welcome letters to the editor via mail, e-mail, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 

225 Bush Street, 17th Floor 

San Francisco, CA 94104 
Fax: (77-1839 
E-mail: letters@sfweekly.com 
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Flipping on the Kill Switch 


How the telecom industry changed its tune on smartphone antitheft devices. 


By Rachel Swan 


Even last week, members of 
state Sen. Mark Leno’s team thought 
the smartphone kill-switch bill was a 
longshot. The proposal to require all 
smartphone manufacturers to equip 
their devices with antitheft technology 
had foundered in the same chamber 
only one week prior. The telecom indus- 
try’s main trade group, the Cellular Tele- 
communications Industry Association 
(CTIA), was aggressively lobbying to kill 
it; Apple, Samsung, and Verizon had all 
voiced their opposition. AT&T, one of 
the bill’s most formidable opponents, 
even hosted a golf-themed schmooze- 
fest for Democratic legislators at Pebble 
Beach the previous weekend in the 
hopes of buying them out. 

Then, over the course of about 
three days, the winds began to 
change. After persuading Leno’s 
staff to make a couple minor tech- 
nical changes in the bill’s language, 
Apple and Microsoft withdrew their 
opposition on May 6. The anti-do- 
mestic violence group WEAVE Inc., 
which opposed the bill on grounds 
that kill-switches could be remotely 
activated by abusive partners, was 
unmasked by media investigations as 
a telecom shill. One of its board mem- 
bers, Donna Davis, works for AT&T, 
and another, David Townsend, runs a 
political action committee that bene- 
fits moderate Democrats. WEAVE also 
receives donations from Verizon. 

But the real momentum came 
when law enforcement agencies began 
haranguing state politicians in droves, 
complaining about the escalation of 
smartphone theft. In San Francisco, 
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so-called “Apple-picking” accounts for 
roughly two-thirds of all robberies, 
Leno said in a speech on the Senate 
floor. Most of them happen too fast 
for the cops to nail any suspects, and 
some end in violent confrontations. 
While the telecom industry harvests 
$30 billion annually from replacing 
lost or stolen phones, the police dis- 
patched to stop these crimes remain 
powerless to help. 

Once media outlets began publi- 
cizing these iniquities, the wealthiest 
tech companies in the world suddenly 
had a PR disaster on their hands. It 
wasn't the first time they'd fallen on 
the wrong side of history: A national 
push for distracted driving laws also 
put telecom companies in an awkward 
position, since many of them profit 
from the voice minutes used during 
commuter calls. Sprint initially op- 
posed hands-free legislation, while 
Verizon supported it; the CTIA waffled 
on the issue. Only under massive pres- 
sure did cellphone companies decide 
to support the laws and recast them- 
selves as public safety advocates. Some 
went whole-hog: AT&T spent millions 
of dollars to convert its “It Can Wait” 
slogan into a brand identity. 

On May 8, Leno’s kill-switch bill 
finally passed the state Senate. It was 
just one indication that the senti- 
ments behind these antitheft devices 
may be mirroring the movement for 
distracted driving laws. And if the 
kill-switch bill becomes law in Cali- 
fornia — home to one of the largest 
smartphone markets in the country 
— it will likely go national. Then the 
onus will be on telecom companies to 
promote it. 


Brandon? 


The spectacular odds 
against the Giants’ 
double-play combo. 


One-fifth of the way 
through the nascent baseball 
season, the San Francisco Gi- 
ants find themselves near the 
top of a competitive division. 
It’s a dogged start to what 
promises to be a dogfight of 
a season. 

There is one category, 
however, in which the team’s 
supremacy is undisputed: San 
Francisco leads the league in 
Brandons. 

The Giants’ first base- 
man, second baseman, and 
shortstop — Belt, Hicks, and 
Crawford — all have the same 
name; a double-play ball in- 
duces a Brandon to Brandon 
to Brandon transaction. 

Baseball is a game of num- 
bers, and the odds of three men 
with the same name sharing the 
right side of the infield rivals 
the chances of Duane Kuiper 
popping a home run. If only the 
77,826 Americans named Bran- 
don born in the years Hicks, 
Crawford, and the now-injured 
Belt came into this world — 
1985, 87, and’88 — were 
gunning for a spot on any Major 
League roster, fewer than 1 in 
100 would get the call. 

In reality, people with other 
names, birthdates, and hailing 
from other nations also get a shot 
at the big leagues. And there are 
29 teams other than the Giants. 

Of course, on Sept. 15, 
1963, the team managed to 
have three outfielders with the 
same name. Their first names 
were Felipe, Jesus, and Matty. 

And they were the Alou 
brothers. JE 





Number- 
Crunched 


For LaVonda Atkinson, 
no good deed goes 
unpunished. 


Last week, on the very day 
the San Francisco Municipal Trans- 
portation Agency ginned up a cam- 
paign to charm voters on a $500 
million Muni bond, LaVonda Atkin- 
son and her husband signed a clutch 
of papers, and mailed them off. 

It was their declaration of 
bankruptcy. 








The former cost engineer for 
Muni’s Central Subway project took 
a leave of absence last month out 
of frustration that the agency is 
“ripping off the taxpayers.” In an 
April SF Weekly cover story anda 
whistle-blower complaint with the 
city controller's office, she elucidated 
just how. 

Atkinson claims she was ordered 
to retroactively alter the financials 
for long-dormant Central Subway 
tasks, matching the budget to the 
larger amounts actually expended. 
But you'd never know, because she 
manually typed “0” in the column 


which should denote changing costs. 


But you'd never know about that 


either, because Muni uses Microsoft 
Excel to balance the Central Sub- 
way’s books, despite spending $17.1 
million on a program that would 
actually keep track of those mysteri- 
ously shifting numbers. 

Atkinson claims a 2013 attempt 
to reconcile the Central Subway’s 
overall costs with those of its many 
individual line-items revealed a 
jarring $141 million discrepancy. 
Major construction, it warrants 
mentioning, has yet to commence. 
Colleagues have assured Atkinson 
that, in a year or two, those who've 
purportedly cooked Muni’s Central 
Subway books will have a reckoning 
of their own. 


By then, Atkinson notes, “it will 
increase the overrun exponentially.” 

In filing for bankruptcy, Atkinson 
did what she claims Muni, obliviously, 
cannot do: take steps to stanch the 
bleeding. Her husband, an underem- 
ployed computer engineer, is only 
able to pull the occasional night shift 
at FedEx. She has one daughter in col- 
lege, another in cosmetology school, 
and a third living at home and attend- 
ing high school. She also supports her 
mother and brother in Oregon. 

In her personal life, making the 
numbers add up requires more than 
retroactively doctoring the spread- 
sheets and entering zeroes in the 
right columns. 


Atkinson — employed by a sub- 
contractor to a Muni subcontractor 
— was spurned in her attempts to 
stay attached to the Central Subway 
project and keep an eye on things. 
Instead, she last week returned 
to work, part time, and perused 
BART-related finances. 

In the future, Atkinson says 
she hopes to pen an academic 
monograph on the sorrow and the 
pity of the Central Subway. She’d 
also like to write a study of the 
effects whistle-blowers have had 
in righting the course of wayward 
capital projects. 

Time will tell how her own 
chapter unfolds. Joe Eskenazi 
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Ci THE CITY'S DICIEST POT CLUB OPERATOR IS BACK. 


Shady On 
Ocean 


It’s not easy to get a license 
to sell weed in this town. It takes a lot 
of time, even more money, and a big 
dab of luck. The wrong neighbors or 
the wrong city bureaucrat on the 
wrong day can sink even the best-laid 
pot-club plans. 

But once you have the marijuana 
dispensary permit in hand? You're 
gold. Untouchable, apparently. You 
can even nearly burn down your 
dispensary with a fire from an illegal 
indoor grow — caused by stolen 
power from a jumped PG&E box — 
plus have cops seize a firearm (also 
illegal), and be in the clear. 

This is the lesson of Ocean 
Avenue. 

The mostly quiet, often-foggy 
collection of low-slung restaurants, 
produce markets, nail salons, and 
more than a couple vacant store- 
fronts — bookended by City College 
and SF State — sees business mostly 
from students and neighborhood 
locals. But there are two draws that 
bring outsiders. Both are cannabis 
clubs, the closest places to buy weed 


for anyone living in the southwest- 
ern corner of the city. 

The club at 1545 Ocean has a 
history. For a little more than three 
years, the building — owned by 
the Jews, as in disgraced former 
supervisor and current jailbird Ed 
Jew — has housed Waterfall Well- 
ness Center. That club has a decent 
reputation. Better than it did under 
its old name, NorCal Herbal 
Relief Center. 

The Yelps from the NorCal days 
talk about a “thuggish” place with 
spotty weed behind thick bars. It got 
worse on Dec. 26, 2010, when an 
overtaxed power system for an in- 
door grow set up in an upstairs office 
set a couch on fire. The blaze caused 
about $750,000 of damage, accord- 
ing to the Fire Department report — 
and sparked an SFPD investigation. 
(Nothing seems to have come of it; a 
police spokesman last week couldn't 
say why.) 

It also changed the guard at the 
club. The man in charge before the 
fire, Daniel Mendez, took his name 
off the permit. In his place stepped 
Greg Schoepp, who in 2010 tried and 
failed to open up a dispensary on 
Taraval Street in the Sunset. 

The burned building got a major 
physical facelift — away went the 


bars — and NorCal was rebranded 
Waterfall Wellness. 

This is where it gets messy. 

According to some people in the 
room, the Department of Public 
Health — which regulates pot clubs 
and hasn't seen fit to revoke a per- 
mit over the last five years, and pos- 
sibly not ever — told the dispensary 
in January 2011 that Mendez had to 
go or the permit would be revoked. 
Verifying that is hard. The DPH offi- 
cials in that meeting have all moved 
on, and the only record is a tape, 
which hasn't yet been located. 

Nonetheless, away Mendez 
went... for a while. Corporate re- 
cords on file with the California 
Secretary of State show that Mendez 
was named “director” and “CFO” of 
Waterfall Wellness in April 2012, a 
little over a year into the pot store’s 
new era without him. 
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choices 


And when Waterfall signed a new 
lease with the Jews late last year, 
agreeing to rent the storefront for 
an eye-popping $12,600 a month for 
five years, it was Mendez who signed 
the paperwork. 

Mendez sure seems back. Mean- 
while, Schoepp is out. Exactly what 
happened depends on whom you 
ask. Schoepp says that Mendez, who 
was kept on as a “consultant” and 
grower, wanted back in after Water- 
fall proved successful. Schoepp got 
pushed out after Mendez and his 
people muscled back in. 

Mendez’s people say that Scho- 
epp engaged in shady business deal- 
ings including withholding sick days, 
and that on his last day, this past 
January, he pulled $31,000 from the 
dispensary’s safe. That allegation is 
in a suit filed earlier this year in San 
Francisco Superior Court. 


pilela- 


2? 


There was a schism in the works 
before the suit. In April 2013, a 
year after Mendez’s official return, 
Schoepp filed paperwork to go his 
own way and open up his own dis- 
pensary at 1423 Ocean. It took 13 
months for the application to be 
heard by the Planning Commission. 

On May 1, the commission 
delayed approving the new club, 
because this Wednesday, May 14, 
health officials are deciding on a 
change of ownership application 
for Waterfall. Mendez’s name isn’t 
on the permit. It’s Tiara Mitchell — 
Mendez’s daughter-in-law. 

One last wrinkle: If Waterfall’s 
permit under Mitchell and Mendez 
is approved, Schoepp’s permit for 
1423 Ocean will almost certainly fail 
under new rules forbidding “cluster- 
ing” of pot clubs on Ocean. The folks 
who lined up to oppose Schoepp’s 
permit — including Mitchell and 
Mendez — were almost exclusively 
associated with Waterfall. 

The above is complicated and byz- 
antine. That’s the weed business for 
you. But what’s clear is that for some 
reason, a guy who broke the law, 
stole power, and nearly burned down 
his business is back. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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City tor Let 





The sharing economy proves it can waltz in and do whatever it damn well pleases. It certainly 
helps when the mayor holds the door for it. 


In a recent radio interview, 
Ed Lee, San Francisco’s incredibly life- 
like mayor, extolled the virtues of the 
so-called sharing economy. “This is 
happening in, literally, every industry,’ 
he said. “Having access should trump 
ownership because of the expensive- 
ness to own things.” 

Huh. 

And yet, Lee is the exception to 
his own rule. The well-heeled tech 
barons who bankrolled and shep- 
herded his political ascent were 
hardly content with merely “having 
access’ to a mayor. They wanted to 
own one. 

The lords of the sharing economy 
have, literally, redefined the term 
“sharing.” Raising your prices to 
squire a passenger around in the rain 
or subletting your rent-controlled 
apartment for St. Regis rates doesn’t 
jibe with giving half your tuna sand- 
wich to the kid who forgot his. 

Modern-day sharing, it seems, 
requires an algorithm and a profit 
motive. 

For better or worse, the San Fran- 
cisco of yore was built by the robber 
barons who extracted minerals from 
the earth and built the railroads 
connecting our city to the rest of the 
nation. And now, their tech-savvy 
successors are — again for better or 
worse — unbuilding it. 


We have been disrupted by forces 
offering a lucrative new digital spin on 
established — and regulated — enti- 
ties; the West is wild once again. Cor- 
porate shuttles glide through town, 
squatting with impunity at Muni stops 
while actual Muni patrons run like hell 
to catch their displaced buses. Bur- 
geoning fleets of app-based car-hire 
services have given the Darwin treat- 
ment to traditional cabs, an industry 
run with the efficiency of a Soviet de- 
partment store and bound by 
that irritating nuisance we call 
“the law.” 

Closer to home (nota- 
bly, yours), cavalcades of 
tourists shlepping rolly 
bags have descended upon 
San Francisco's ostensibly 
residential neighbor- 
hoods; your temporary 
neighbors may be pa- 
trons of Airbnb and 
similar travel websites. 

A recent lawsuit by 
City Attorney Dennis 
Herrera accuses several 
landlords of jettisoning 
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tenants via the dreaded Ellis Act in 
order to begin printing money with 
Airbnb hotels. Within the suit, the 
city claims 9,500 units were listed on 
Airbnb and smaller vacation rental 
websites on the sample date of April 
10. The San Francisco Apartment As- 
sociation claims 2,728 “whole apart- 
ment units” were offered on Airbnb 
alone in the first week of this month. 
In February, the most recent 
month on record, 20 apartment 
units were vacated via the Ellis Act. 
Well, what are you gonna do? 
This is happening in, literally, every 
industry. The pattern thus far is for 
the politically connected disruptors 
to ask for forgiveness rather than 
permission — and get it. Entire 
business models based upon vio- 
lating local or state laws have been 
retroactively approved, validating 
the outfits who rolled into town and 
did as they pleased. Purveyors of 
tech shuttles have been offered the 
“Td buy that for a dollar!” buck-a- 
stop deal by the city. Uber, Lyft, and 
their ilk have been legitimized by the 
state’s Public Utilities Commission. 
And, last month, Supervisor David 
Chiu introduced a measure aiming to 
regulate Airbnb and similar sites, a 
move gestating for more than 
a year. 


















AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez 
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Chiu, to his credit, stepped intoa 
void. Under city codes, renting out a 
residential unit for less than 30 days is 
illegal — period. Every last Airbnb 
rental is in violation of the San Fran- 
cisco Administrative Code — period. 
City workers could, theoretically, scour 
the Internet and wear out keyboards 
by typing up notices of violation. 

They don't. 

The Planning Department and 
Building Inspection Department 
have been remarkably lax in their 
enforcement. Chiu’s response — for 
better or worse — is to give the 
latter more responsibility. Under 
his proposed legislation, would-be 
Airbnb hosts will have to sign up for 
a registry, which will be overseen by 
the Department of Building Inspec- 
tion; rogue Airbnb hoteliers who fail 
to register are subject to the wrath 
of the DBI. 

This is the crux of Chiu’s legis- 
lation. “It does hinge on enforce- 
ment,’ admits Judson True, Chiu’s 
chief of staff. And yet, True contin- 
ues, the DBI officials mandated to 
make this legislation work “are a 
little bit hesitant.” They still require 
a bit of cajoling to “get them as 
enthusiastic as they need to be to 
actually enforce it.” 

Good luck with that. 

A longtime DBI manager bluntly 
tells your humble narrator, “I don’t 
know how we're going to enforce it.” 

The registry, he continues, “will 
be easy to cheat.” And “it’s going 
to be very hard to verify what’s an 
Airbnb and what’s not.” The city has 
trouble enough busting far more 
corporeal illegal in-law units; land- 
lords have a tendency to reinstall the 
kitchens and bathrooms they earlier 
removed at a building inspector’s 

behest. Recidivist Airbnb pirates 
will have it even easier; they 
can simply lie low for a 
couple of weeks and 
then begin hawking 
their rooms on 
the Internet once 
more. Kitchens 
and toilets need 
not be pried out. 
Sure, the DBI 
could monitor 
the thousands of 
ersatz hotels like 
hawks, “but we’re 
not FBI agents,” 
grumbles the man- 
ager. “We're build- 
ing inspectors.” 


Illegal in-law units, for what it’s 
worth, add affordable housing stock 
to our city. Airbnb takes it away. 
Keeping tabs on the website and its 
users “is going to be much harder.” 

But, first, Building and Planning 
have to want to keep tabs on Airbnb. 
And that’s no given. 


Multiple well-placed city sources 
tell your humble narrator that both 
Planning and Building have been pres- 
sured to not issue notices of violation 
following Airbnb-related complaints. 
There’s a pattern here: We are also 
told that the Mayor’s Office directly 
inveighed against confronting the po- 
litically connected scofflaw land bar- 
ons of Academy of Art University. 
And, in 2012, Lee urged Treasurer 
Jose Cisneros — in writing — to back 
off collecting the Transit Occupancy 
Tax on Airbnb until a newly formed 
“Sharing Economy Working Group” 
could opine on the matter. 

It’s a hell of a thing for the mayor 
to instruct the independently elect- 
ed treasurer to shirk his legal obliga- 
tions. Cisneros refused. 

(This is the point where we note 
that, in an amazing coincidence, 
Ron Conway, Lee’s preferred finan- 
cier, is a major Airbnb investor.) 

Fittingly, Lee’s Sharing Economy 
Working Group never met. To date, 
Airbnb hasn’t tendered the city a 
penny; it claims, in a high-tech nod 
to Waiting for Godot, that it’ll begin 
paying its taxes sometime soon. 

Payment won't come this evening. 
It'll come tomorrow. Without fail. 
And, in the meantime, the rolly bag 
brigade continues to inundate our 
city. 

What to do about Airbnb’s mush- 
rooming tab is the multimillion 
dollar question — and one unad- 
dressed by Chiu’s proposed legis- 
lation. Cisneros’ office declines to 
name a figure — but a source claims 
city bean-counters estimate Airbnb 
owes between $50 million and $100 
million, with $60 million being the 
most commonly cited number. 

If Airbnb sees fit to even up with 
the city, other cities could come and 
ask for their ducats, too. This would 
put a crimp in Airbnb’s genius busi- 
ness model of not paying money to 
people whom it ought to pay money 
to. So, again, good luck with that. 

Paying your fair share isn’t exactly 
a tenet of the sharing economy. 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 


The Snatch 


Every goddamn thing 
is for sale. 


WHAT YOU PAY FOR 


All those long hours you work 
to pay for that studio apart- 
ment you can’t actually afford is 
clearly wearing you down. Ac- 
cording to a new survey, San 
Francisco is the fourth most 
stressed-out city in America. 
Movoto.com, a real estate blog, 
looked at a bunch of factors and 
determined that the high cost 
of living in San Francisco is 
squarely to blame for our 
mounting mental anxiety. Per 
the blog: “The cost of living in- 
dex in San Francisco was higher 
than any of the other 99 places 
we looked at for this ranking, 
coming in at a staggering 52 
percent higher than the na- 
tional average.” Only Miami, 
New York, and Washington, 
D.C. (politics) were more 
stressed out than us. But if this 
news has swayed your decision 
to move to Oakland, the survey 
shows that Oakland is the 
ninth most stressed-out city, 
thanks to violent crime on top 
of a high cost of living. We'd 
suggest a two-hour massage, 
but we know you probably can’t 
afford it. 


LAND GRAB 


If you had to summarize in one 
tiny app San Francisco’s current 
state of dysfunction, Monkey 
Parking is it: an only-in-San 
Francisco (and one other city) 
app that lets drivers auction off 
their parking spots to the high- 
est-paying sucker. News of the 
app was first reported on Up- 
town Almanac, which gave 
readers a blow-by-blow on how 
to capitalize off tired, pissy 
drivers who just want to park 
their car — and would be will- 
ing to pay for it. Enter Paolo 
Dobrowolny, an Italian tech bro 
who decided San Francisco was 
the perfect spot to test out his 
new experiment. Here’s how it 
works: You find a parking spot, 
revel a little, let Monkey Park- 
ing know where you're located, 
and watch the bidding begin. 
“Make money every time that 
you leave your spot: like with 
Lyft, Uber or Sidecar you can 
become a MonkeyParker and 
pay your bills,” it reads on the 
app’s website. Now for the 
burning question: Is this even 


legal? 


For more news, go to 
blogs.sfweekly.com/thesnitch. 
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er Cruises, 
allegations of racism and intimidation threaten Its public image. _ 


- att 


_ By Andrew Scot Bolinger = 


For the thousands of tourists who streamed past his podium in front of Pier 33, 
Ayo Jiboku considered himself an ambassador. te or 
; The broadly smiling face under the security cap could greet visitors in one of the four languages he ae 
spoke, welcoming them as they arrived to tour Alcatraz. Jiboku’s energetic disposition made him ) i. 

popular with fellow employees and the hundreds of tourists who filled out cards praising him. : ai —> + 
Jiboku spent four and a half years working security for Alcatraz Cruises — a subsidiary of a. el 
Hornblower Cruises and Events Inc. — the company that ferries tourists back and forth | To 2 Az 
to the infamous prison. By all measures, he was an exceptional employee. He was twice — 

awarded employee of the quarter. In 2013, he won the top prize for customer service 
throughout the entire Hornblower international operation and was awarded a cash 

prize and a free cruise. ———— 
“[Jiboku] was an incredible employee, he was always happy, the customers 
loved him. He speaks fluent Japanese and traveled all over the world. He . 
made me feel happy. I think even senior officials praised Ayoe all the 

time,’ says Edgar Segura, a current employee of Alcatraz Cruises. = 
Indeed they did. And they had good reason to. coe ery ein 
Jiboku once bought new vests for security with his own money : 
; so they'd look more professional. He submitted letters with ms: 
a safety recommendations — sign and stanchion placement, 
arrowed mats in different colors for tourists to follow, 
precautions with checking large bags, and dozens more. .- 






His experience as the first person visitors encountered aes ha. 
was reflected in a document he submitted to man- oa? Pa 
agement: “Appropriate answers to the 100 most ‘ a = 
frequently asked questions at the curb.” —— bone a 
He shaped his security job into a dual role _— . ey 
¢ ~~ 


of ambassador and safety expert. He liked . = 
the idea of being a cop of sorts, but one - > 
who naturally spread goodwill. More than an. 
anything, he wanted to grow within the 
company. After a lifetime of travels, a 
he hoped this would be a permanent 
spot. >> p12 


-- 
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Loose Lips Sink Ships from p11 


But Jiboku, pictured smiling in 
dozens of personal photos with the 
likes of Cate Blanchett, San Francisco 
Giants Manager Bruce Bochy, and 
Sen. Barbara Boxer, masked a growing 
sense of turmoil because of a work en- 
vironment that ground him to a nub. 

He says he was subjected to dis- 
crimination by employees who later 
earned promotions. He claims he 
was alternately praised and chastised 
for his efforts to improve employee 
relations, security, and morale, while 
being ignored when he reported seri- 
ous threats to employee and tourist 
safety. Finally, Jiboku alleges, he was 
subjected to widespread, systematic 
intimidation and alienation from 
managers who came to label him an 
instigator. 

But he wasn’t the only one. At 
least five legal complaints by former 
and current employees — including 
a lawsuit in New York against Statue 
Cruises, another subsidiary of Horn- 
blower — have been filed against 
Hornblower Cruises and Events, Inc., 
alleging racial discrimination, indis- 
criminate hiring and firing practices, 
and intimidation of employees. 

Another ex-employee, a former 
security manager who asked not to be 
named out of fear of retribution, says 
the issues extend far beyond Jiboku. 

“One of the reasons I quit Alcatraz 
Cruises is because of their ageist, sex- 
ist, racist, and just unfair treatment 
of so many people,” he says. “Lies, 
deception, and playing favorites are 
their normal operating procedures.” 


Hornblower CEO Terry MacRae 
and a partner bought a small charter 
yacht company in 1980 and named it 
Hornblower Cruises and Events, LLC. 
In the three decades since, Hornblower 
has grown in resources, stature, and in- 
fluence, earning him numerous acco- 
lades. The San Francisco Business Times 
named MacRae its Most Admired CEO 
of the Year in 2008. 

Hornblower operates out of eight 
different ports: seven in California 
and one in New York. A ninth is set 
to open in the high-profile port of Ni- 
agara Falls, N.Y., where the company 
is making a $20 million investment, 
according to published reports. 

Hornblower was awarded a 10- 
year contract to ferry visitors to Alca- 
traz in 2006. It shifted its operations 
to a beautiful waiting area on Pier 33, 
near its corporate offices. One of the 
city’s most famous tourist destina- 
tions grew in popularity. 

Hornblower is a recognized envi- 
ronmental leader. It invested millions 
in hybrid catamarans that conserve 
fuel and emissions. The Hornblower 
Hybrid won Most Significant Boat of 
2012 from Workboat magazine. The 
San Francisco Business Times named 
Alcatraz Cruises its Green Business of 
the Year in 2008. 

No small part of the company’s 
growth success is the public image 
it carefully crafts, which helps it win 
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competitive contracts with the likes 
of the National Parks Service. In ad- 
dition to the Alcatraz contract, NPS 
awarded Hornblower the contract 

for transportation to the Statue of 
Liberty National Monument and Ellis 
Island Immigration Museum in 2008. 

But Jiboku — in comments mir- 
rored by current and former employ- 
ees — says the company’s success does 
not translate to its employees. What 
did translate was paranoia about bad 
press, he says, which included orders 
to confront tourists with large cam- 
eras to see if they were members of 
the media, and, at one point, ordering 
security to ignore a dead body that 
washed up to the pier in front of hun- 
dreds of tourists. 

The company also ignored systemic 
mistreatment by its managers, accord- 
ing to legal filings. The subtext was 
clear: Bad press could cost the compa- 
ny its prized contracts, which would 
cost the employees their jobs, accord- 
ing to a former marine operations 
employee who asked not to be named 
out of fear of retribution. 

This notion seems outlandish to 
spokesperson Denise Rasmussen, 
who stresses that Alcatraz Cruises 
has low turnover rates and the high- 
est ranking by employees among 
all Hornblower subsidiaries based 
on confidential, electronic annual 
reviews. 

“At Alcatraz Cruises, we have gen- 
erally extremely good relationships 
with all our employees. We have an 
open door policy ... to make sure we 
have productive and good relation- 
ships,” she says. 

She noted the company’s excellent 
reputation in the community and the 
success it has had since being awarded 
the contract in 2006 to ferry people to 
the state’s most notorious prison. 





_— 2 
Ta 


>. 
. 
y ® 


! 


“We can’t really convey that 
[success] unless everyone at work is 
sharing in that experience. We try to 
make this a fun and prideful place to 
work,” Rasmussen says. 

She says the company has earned 
the highest evaluations from the Na- 
tional Park Service since taking over 
the ferry operation, a fact confirmed 
by NPS spokesperson Alexandra 
Picavet. But Picavet says the highest 
ranking the NPS gives is “satisfacto- 
ry, and that it doesn’t get into evalu- 
ating the day-to-day operations of its 
providers. For that reason, says for- 
mer Executive Chef Marja McCune, 
the NPS isn’t getting the true story. 

McCune says that within the com- 
pany, every manager knew “the song 
and dance” whenever NPS represen- 
tatives were around. “If NPS knew 
half of what was going on, they’d be 
upset,’ she says. 

But the former security manager 
disagrees, saying it would take “a 
monumental occurrence” for NPS 
not to renew the contract. He says 
Alcatraz's growing attendance and 
the company’s attention to customer 
satisfaction usually ranked in the 
upper 90th percentile — the most 
significant factors for the NPS. He 
insists the parks service is well aware 
of management’s mistreatment of 
employees, especially Jiboku. 

“All you need to know about the 
National Parks [Service] is that they 
know all about it and they haven't 
done a thing,” he says. 


Jiboku is the son of immigrants, 
born in the United States, who has lived 
on three different continents. He has 
been on his own since he was 17. He is 
not easily intimidated. 

“My first foray in college ... was 
quickly cut short when Moslem fa- 
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Mike Koozmin 


Former Alcatraz security/guest 
services worker Ayo Jiboku in 
front of the Hornblower Cruises 
boat at Pier 3. 


natics invaded the university, burning 
down my department at the Ahmadu 
Bello University in Zaria, Kaduna 
State in Nigeria,” he says. “They killed 
22 students on campus — and about 
a hundred ‘nonbelievers’ outside 
campus. I escaped that in the back of 
a vegetable truck.” 

He was hired by Alcatraz Cruises 
in 2009. Within nine months, he 
began seeking opportunities for ad- 
vancement. He hoped to follow in the 
footsteps of Scott Thornton, who in 
a 28-year-career worked up from bar- 
tender to captain to his current post 
as vice-president and general manag- 
er. Jiboku viewed Thornton as a men- 
tor. Thornton even offered to create 
a new supervisor of security position 
specifically for him. (Thornton did 
not return requests for an interview 
left on his cellphone.) 

The downward spiral began in 
2010, when he began finding notes 
on the podium he used to greet 
tourists. They read, “nigger, go back 
to Africa” and “We hate you nigger.” 
It took several months, but even- 
tually a fellow security employee 
admitted that he wrote one of the 
notes, claiming it was just lyrics to 
rap music, according to a 2011 letter 
Thornton wrote to Jiboku following 
an investigation. 

“Steps have been taken to avoid 
this in the future,” Thornton wrote. 

That employee continued to harass 
Jiboku, which Jiboku noted to Thorn- 
ton in a series of texts throughout his 
tenure at Alcatraz Cruises. 

In one incident, the employee 
allegedly said to several employees 
while standing a few feet from Jiboku, 


“Do you know what the problem with 
America is? All these niggers.” 

The company resolved the matter, 
Jiboku alleges, by transferring the 
employee to another department, 
where he received a significant raise. 
The employee still works for Alcatraz 
Cruises. 

But the racial taunts did not end. 

When Jiboku texted a Christmas 
greeting to numerous employees, in- 
cluding one of Jiboku’s supervisors, 
Doug Linares, Linares responded 
with one of his own. The text pic- 
tured a child with Down Syndrome, 
with his thumbs pointed down to a 
shirt that read, “At least lam nota 
dumb nigger.” 

Jiboku was stunned. He issued a 
formal complaint to Human Resourc- 
es about the text. But he says Human 
Resources Director Anne Levine told 
him nothing could be done, and, 
in fact, that it was half his fault for 
allowing Linares to have his contact 
information. 

Thornton’s investigation confirmed 
the accuracy of Jiboku’s complaint. 

“Even though the [text] and pho- 
tos you received were on personal 
time and personal technology, we 
agree they were inappropriate,’ 
Thornton wrote. “In addition to the 
content, what made them problemat- 
ic is they were sent by a supervisor... 
We've taken steps to ensure this will 
never happen again.” 

Linares was promoted twice 
during the time Jiboku worked for 
Alcatraz Cruises. When contacted 
for comment, Linares said he had to 
get permission from his boss and “Tll 
definitely get back to you tomorrow.” 

He never did. 

But the former security manager 
familiar with the situation verified 
the accuracy of Jiboku’s claims. 

“All you need to know about Alca- 
traz Cruises is that a manager sent 
an employee a photo of a Down Syn- 
drome kid with a caption saying ‘At 
least I’m not an N-word’, and noth- 
ing happened to him. Not a thing,” 
he says. 


In response to Thornton’s letter, 
Jiboku sent a seven-page complaint to 
management in September 2012 de- 
tailing the discriminatory actions that 
were tolerated by management. He 
never received a response, he says. 

But Jiboku noticed a change, start- 
ing with a feeling of being ostracized 
by employees under Linares and ten- 
sion with his own direct manager. 

Another former employee, Toneah 
Dolo, says he saw first-hand the 
pressure brought to bear on Jiboku 
by Linares. 

“There was a brief moment where 
people didn’t go up to him and didn’t 
talk to him,” Dolo says. “I believe it 
came from management. Most defi- 
nitely people were completely avoid- 
ing him because they felt like he was 
starting trouble.” 

Dolo had his own run-ins with Li- 
nares at this time. 
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“It was one of the first workplaces 
I worked where racist jokes were 
flying around like crazy,” he says. 
Employees and managers would call 
he and Jiboku by each other’s names 
and think it was hilarious, he says. 

Dolo says he was on the job less 
than three months when Linares 
greeted by saying, “Wassap my 
nigger?!” 

Word of the incident circled 
back to Human Resources Director 
Levine. Perhaps still smarting from 
the Linares text to Jiboku, in 2012 
she took a different tact with Dolo, 
who was given a $2 raise despite a 
pay freeze. Dolo says Levine told him 
expressly not to tell anyone. 

“They never let Doug [Linares] 
go or had him apologize or any- 
thing,” Dolo says. “I knew what it 
was and I took the raise, I mean 
yeah. I took it.” 

He says when he didn’t play along 
with management, they began to 
criticize his demeanor, saying he 
acted “hard” and asking if he “grew 
up in the hood.” He was fired for 
tardiness after having few previous 
problems with management. 

In 2012, Jiboku also took ex- 
ception when his supervisor noted 
his sensitivities about racial issues 
under the “areas needing improve- 
ment” section of his evaluation. 

He complained to Thornton, who 
assured him he'd have it removed. 
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A few weeks later, Jiboku reminded 
Thornton in a text, who said again 
it would be changed. Eventually, 
Jiboku was given a new evaluation 
that replaced all the comments with 
a single line saying he needed to be 
sure to take his 10-minute break. 

Jiboku says this is how it had 
been from the beginning. After he 
voiced his initial complaints about 
racism at Alcatraz Cruises, he claims 
he was threatened by Human Re- 
sources Director Levine. 

“She told me I can be your friend 
or your enemy. I can make life for 
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you here very unpleasant,” he al- 
leges. The former security manager 
who spoke with SF Weekly later ad- 
mitted to Jiboku that he had been 
directed to treat him badly. 

After four and a half years in 
what he deemed a hostile work en- 
vironment, and having never been 


promoted, Jiboku says he lost hope. 


He was having trouble sleeping. 
His blood pressure rose. He quit in 
October. 

“He’s such an awesome guy,” 
says Ryan DeVega, who worked for 
Hornblower for three years. “Kind 
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and respected everyone. Was always 
happy and approachable. Ayo was re- 
spected by his peers, everyone liked 
him. I was shocked when I heard the 
news he left.” 

But he did not go away entirely. 
The man who made his living notic- 
ing everything as a security guard 
and loss-prevention specialist turned 
his copious notes, saved texts, and 
documented abuses collected over 
the length of his employment into a 
determined effort to bring the com- 
pany’s management abuses to light. 

In late 2013, he posted a Change. 
org petition asking the National 
Parks Service to investigate Horn- 
blower’s operations. The petition col- 
lected more than 1,000 signatures. 

In early 2014, he filed a com- 
plaint with the U.S. Equal Employ- 
ment Opportunity Commission, 
which agreed to take on his case. He 
also filed for unemployment bene- 
fits. At first, the investigating officer 
said that since he had quit he had no 
basis for a claim. But after reviewing 
Jiboku’s allegations of racial dis- 


Ayo Jiboku enjoys a moment as 
the “captain” of The Hornblower 
Hybrid, en route to visit Alcatraz 
on May 9. “Four and a half years 
and I never got to drive the boat," 
he jokes with the captain, who 
invited him to the bridge for 

the trip. 


crimination and labor violations, the 
investigator sided with him, award- 
ing him compensation. 

Alcatraz Cruises spokesperson 
Rasmussen says she can’t comment 
on Jiboku’s complaint because of 
pending litigation. She says she is 
aware of Jiboku’s online petition but 
would not comment as to its veracity. 

After Jiboku resigned, he received 
a text from the security manager 
instructed to treat him badly. “I want 
to apologize,” he wrote. “Following 
orders is no excuse.” 


Across the country, in New Jersey, 
a lawsuit filed by deckhand Howard 
Flecker III against CEO Terry MacRae 
and Statue Cruises, LLC — like Alca- 
traz Cruises, a subsidiary of Horn- 
blower — claims that after he 
complained about the company’s fail- 
ure to pay overtime, he was threatened 
and ostracized by management. Fleck- 
er’s experiences, as documented in le- 
gal papers, mirror Jiboku’s. (The two 
have never met.) 

After Flecker filed the complaint, 
a Statue executive sent an email to 
the staff naming Flecker and telling 
employees they couldn’t work extra 
hours until the lawsuit was resolved. 

“For those of you who will lose 
a day’s pay (or more) every week, I 
leave it to your good judgment [if]... 
this lawsuit was in your best inter- 
ests, the email read. »>pl4 
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Loose Lips Sink Ships from p13 


The court records say Flecker’s 
co-workers confronted him, blaming 
him for Statue Cruises cutting over- 
time. Citing emotional stress and 
physical illness, Flecker eventually 
resigned. 

In a motion to dismiss the law- 
suit, lawyers for the company said it 
did not retaliate against Flecker or 
take it out on the employees with re- 
duced hours. But in 2012, an appeals 
court ruled otherwise. The court also 
discovered that certain employees, 
including two who had been harass- 
ing Flecker, did not have their hours 
reduced following his complaint. 

In San Francisco, former employ- 
ee-of-the-year Vincent Atos had also 
been involved in a high-profile law- 
suit — against Alcatraz Cruises — in 
2009. “They are very intimidating,” 
he says. “Everybody knew to be quiet 
or they could lose their job.” 

Atos says he was fired the week 
after he began openly advocating for 
the employees to unionize. Alcatraz 
said it was for sexual harassment of 
another employee. Atos lost a lawsuit 
seeking back wages and the return of 
his job, but garnered support from 
the Harvey Milk Democratic Club 
and the city’s Democratic County 
Central Committee. He says the com- 
pany, which gives preferential hiring 
to family and friends of manage- 
ment, uses those loyal connections to 
filter information from management 
to the rank-and-file. 

“People who work there are 
friends and family, so through them 
it goes down to everybody,” he says. 


Meanwhile, Segura still operates 
the concession stands on the ships. He 
says he also noticed the intimidation at 
various times, but never so clearly as 
after Jiboku filed his online petition. 
He was warned by his manager that 
other managers were talking about 
him, he says, because he signed the pe- 
tition with his own name. 

“It’s in your face and blunt,” he 
says about the air of intimidation. 

Others say they too felt the intim- 
idation increase whenever bad press 
loomed. 

Segura still goes to work each day 
afraid of retaliation. He claims the 
company tried to forge a write-up, 
saying he had been late. The faked 
document had false times on it and 
hadn't been signed by Segura or his 
supervisor. Once the mistake was 
recognized, his manager asked for it 
back. Segura refused, keeping both 
copies as proof. 

“She told me that the company 
had lost the previous documents,” 
Segura says. “She told me it was 
something suspicious going on there. 
I am feeling harassed. I have to smile 
and pretend that it’s okay, but I think 
to myself, ‘I know you guys are trying 
to fire me.” 

Segura says the intimidation 
stems from more than just his sup- 
port of Jiboku. 
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Segura had transitioned from sea- 
sonal to full-time work but had never 
been offered the medical benefits 
afforded him. When he finally asked 
about it, he says Levine and his man- 
ager gave him conflicting stories. 

“T was shocked by the hostility,” 
he says. 

The company did not respond to a 
request to interview Levine. 

When nothing was done, Segura 
took his complaint to the San Fran- 
cisco Office of Labor Standards 
and Enforcement. 

On Jan. 16, 2014, Segura received 
a letter and a check for $1,417.08 
from Alcatraz Cruises regarding his 
complaint to OLSE. The letter said 
that OLSE concluded Alcatraz Cruis- 
es had violated his right to medical 
benefits under the Healthcare Secu- 
rity Ordinance of San Francisco. Al- 
catraz Cruises had to pay more than 
two dozen affected employees a total 
amount greater than $100,000. 

Richard Waller, supervising com- 
pliance officer for the Office of Labor 
Standards Enforcement, confirms 
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Ayo Jiboku took selfies with 
famous visitors to Alcatraz, 
including Sen. Barbara Boxer. 


the company received a complaint in 
2013. That same employee, he writes 
in an email, contacted the OLSE “al- 
leging racial discrimination. Because 
the OLSE does not investigate alle- 
gations of racial discrimination, we 
suggested that employee contact the 
City’s Human Rights Commission.” 


Rasmussen denies the company 
has any problems with discrimination. 
She points to documents the com- 
pany provided for federal affirmative 
action reports in 2013 in defense of 
its hiring practices. Alcatraz Cruises 
exceeds the required categories in 
nearly every level of employment. 
The documents show that more than 
a third of its mid-level managers are 
women and nearly 20 percent are 
minorities, though none of the four 
senior-level managers are minorities. 
Minorities in management rarely 
include blacks, according to Jiboku 





and former Executive Chef McCune, 
who says in the eight years she 
worked for Alcatraz Cruises, she 
and current manager Anita King 
were the only two blacks hired into 
management roles. 

McCune was fired over a conflict 
with her former manager, who also 
has since left the company. But Mc- 
Cune took her case to the unemploy- 
ment board in 2012, which initially 
ruled against her claim, but later 
reversed the decision and awarded 
McCune benefits. 

Alcatraz Cruises maintains that it 
has employees sign a strict anti-ha- 
rassment policy, and that there is no 
discrimination within the company. 
Jiboku disagrees. In his September 
2011 letter to management, Jiboku 
documented a pattern of firing 
blacks for minor offenses. One of 
those cases involved Lester Hawley 
in 2012. Hawley interviewed for the 
job with long braids. He was hired 
and worked in security for three 
months without complaint. 

But without notice, he was called 
into Levine's office and told he had 
two weeks to cut his hair or he would 
be terminated. Hawley says he only 
had about three months left on his 
seasonal employment and desperately 
wanted to keep his braids. He had the 
braids when he interviewed and when 
they hired him, he reminded them. 
Management gave him no choice, he 
alleges. He cut off his braids. 

“I needed a job at the time, so I 
was willing to be compliant,” he says. 
But management fired him just 

a few weeks after he cut his hair 
anyway, for having a bad attitude, 
he says. 

The discriminatory disregard, 
according to Jiboku, meant overlook- 
ing potentially dangerous situations. 
He says a security employee told him 
in 2013 that he might someday shoot 
up the landing at Pier 33. 

“He came up to me and said that 
if he ever came to work and said 
‘Leave the job’ that it means some- 
thing was about to happen. I asked 
what he meant and he said, ‘I might 
just start cutting loose with an AK- 
47,” Jiboku says. 

Jiboku told Linares about two 
separate incidents where threats 
were made by the employee — the 
second in front of a parks employee. 
Linares said he'd keep an eye on it. 
The employee, Jiboku alleges, was 
never disciplined. 


Despite the troubles he says he 
faced, Jiboku thought Thornton 
would promote him. He could then 
work to change the environment from 
within. 

Jiboku has worked in security 
for 15 years: five in loss prevention, 
five in high-end hotel security, and 
five more in management. Thorn- 
ton routinely relied on Jiboku for 
security work at other sites. Yet 
time and again — seven different 
positions came available within the 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


department in the four and a half 
years he worked at Hornblower — 
Jiboku was passed over. 

What finally pushed Jiboku to 
his breaking point was being de- 
ceived by Thornton, the one ally he 
thought he had within the company. 

Thornton had in texts and per- 
sonal meetings dangled a carrot 
that he would separate security 
from guest services and promote Ji- 


boku to a security management post 


created expressly for him. 

Indeed, the two communicated 
more than once about the promo- 
tion. As late as May 2013, Jiboku 
texted Thornton for an update on 
the position. 

“It would be refreshing and re- 
warding for you to take advantage 
of my experience... to increase our 
effectiveness and productivity,” Ji- 
boku texted. 

Thornton replied, texting, 
“You're the man. I appreciate the 
words and will work to formalize 
the position.” 

In July 2013, after three years 
of documented racial taunts and 
repeatedly being passed over for 
promotions, Jiboku and Thornton 
exchanged a telling series of text 
messages. 

“Tm expending too much energy 
deflecting a ton of undeserved ra- 
cial insults, injustices, threats and 
hostility (yes, still ongoing) while 
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constantly maintaining a calm com- 
posure and happy-go-professional 
demeanor,” Jiboku texted. 

“T didn’t realize we were still deal- 
ing with the stuff you mentioned — 
all of which I take very seriously, as 
I hope you know,” Thornton texted 
back. 

“I probably should’ve just quietly 
resigned and moved on... I'ma big 
boy and I totally understand the kind 
of society in which I live. It’s life... 1 
can handle myself... sorry for bother- 
ing you. I know you've been straight 
with me,” Jiboku wrote. 

“It’s not a bother — if that shit is 
going on — I need to put a stop to 
it. 1 can’t change the world but I can 
sure as hell change Alcatraz Cruises,” 
Thornton replied. 

But nothing was done to resolve 
the ongoing racial taunts, Jiboku 
says. Then Jiboku claims Rasmussen 
inadvertently let it slip that Thorn- 
ton never had any plans of promot- 
ing Jiboku. 

“Her exact words were, ‘It was de- 
termined last year that the responsi- 


bilities of such a position didn’t merit 


a salaried position,” Jiboku says. 

Rasmussen says she couldn't 
comment on whether there were any 
plans to promote Jiboku. 


Jiboku still isn’t over the sense of 
betrayal from a manager who had 
showered him with praise. 


“His favorite statements were al- 
ways, You have a special set of skills 
that we have to determine how to 
best utilize. You are by far the most 
qualified of all the guys in your de- 
partment,” Jiboku says. 

The former security manager who 
asked to remain anonymous says he 
was so impressed with Jiboku that 
he'd testify in a lawsuit on his behalf, 
but he wouldn't jeopardize his career 
for an article that he doesn’t believe 
will change anything. He made it a 
point to tell Jiboku how much he 
respected him when he heard that 
Jiboku had resigned. 
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Evan DuCharme 
Alcatraz Cruises boards some of 
the 1.5 million visitors that travel 
to the island each year. 


“In my experience, you got more 
positive comments from guests, 
both verbally and in writing, than 
any other employee in the company. 
You were an excellent employee. 
Your work ethic and your experience 
should have earned you more recog- 
nition and advancement opportuni- 
ties,” he texted. 

Jiboku recently returned to Pier 
33 to take a tour of the island. He 
was greeted with hugs by more than 
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a dozen employees who went out 
of their way to talk to him. Seeing 
everything through his securi- 
ty-trained eyes, he told this reporter 
that the corporate offices were being 
notified about his arrival. Within 
minutes, Rasmussen appeared, 
standing by the ticket booth to 
watch the landing area of Pier 33. 
Jiboku looked on from the boat, 
readying to depart for the island. 

Later, the captain invited him 
to steer the boat. Jiboku laughed, 
saying he had never done this the 
whole time he worked there. He 
clearly still missed the people, the 
job, his coveted role as goodwill 
ambassador. 

Jiboku has since applied to a 
few security jobs, but feels it may 
be time to again move on. He says 
he plans to move back to Japan in 
the hope of finding a job. Before he 
leaves, he says, he wants to see this 
through. Asked what that means, he 
stares out onto San Francisco Bay. 

“So many people feel crushed by 
this company, not just me,” he says. 
“T just want a serious evaluation 
done. I want this to change. 

“None of this had to happen,” 
he says, looking out at the water, 
his eyes tightening to hold back the 
emotions. “I just wanted to make a 
difference.” 
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THU 5/15 


Art 


COLLECT! 


Art collectors, enthusiasts, and zealots 
are freaking out in preparation for the 
fourth iteration of Art Market San 
Francisco, the Bay Area’s largest con- 
temporary and modern art fair. The 
four-day event features drool-worthy 
pieces to purchase from more than 70 
international galleries and artists, in- 
cluding many local favorites like Ever 
Gold Gallery, Romer Young Gallery, and 
Toomey Tourell Fine Art. The event also 
includes a charity auction to benefit Bay 
Area arts organizations, and an Opening 
Night Preview Reception. Keep in mind 
that this is an organization with impec- 
cable taste — so it'll throw a bangin’ pre- 
liminary night party. Not only that, but 
last year’s opening reception raised 


BERLIN-STYLE! + 
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$40,000 for the New Acquisitions Fund 
for the Fine Arts Museums of San Fran- 
cisco. In other words, we owe a big 
thanks to the Art Market for many of 
the pieces we've discovered this year. 

Art Market San Francisco begins 
at 6 p.m. and continues through May 
18 at Fort Mason Center’s Festival 
Pavillion, 2 Marina Blvd., S.F Tickets 
are $25-$150; visit artmarketsf.com. 
Laura Jaye Cramer 


FRI 5/16 


Film Screening 


CHASING 
THEDREAM 


During his many years as program di- 
rector at the Roxie, Elliot Lavine’s in- 
fectious, convivial nature led us down 
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Collectors, 


Gather. 
Art Market, Thursday 


some dark alleyways. His first noir fes- 
tival, held in 1991, was a month long, 
and was followed by as many as two 
festivals a year until 2003. These days, 
Lavine’s time is occupied by teaching 
film at Stanford and SF State. But old 
habits die hard. For “I Wake Up 
Dreaming 2014,” Lavine plumbed 
the Warner archive, coming up with 30 
films spanning 30 years, including 
some pre-code beauties. (Lavine has 
taught us that early talkies were pretty 
gritty before Roman Catholics judged 
how homosexuality, mixed-race cou- 
ples, drug use, infidelity, profanity, 
and women’s sexuality hit the big 
screen.) The festival opens with 
Stranger on the Third Floor, which is 
considered the first fully-realized noir 
produced by an American studio. Star- 
ring Peter Lorre and co-written by Na- 
thaniel West, Stranger established a 
moody palette of tropes — from shad- 
ows to cynicism — for every noir that 
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followed. Lavine will no doubt be on 
hand to delight in their deliciousness. 

“I Wake Up Dreaming” opens at 
6:30 p.m. and runs through May 25 
at the Roxie, 3117 16th St., S.F. Tick- 
ets are $12: call 863-1087 or visit 
roxie.com. Silke Tudor 


TUE 5/20 


Film Festival 


FINALS AND 
FIREWATER 


College finals are usually stressful, 
nerve-wracking affairs for the student, 
but the San Francisco State Univer- 
sity Film Finals makes it fun for the 
rest of us. Now entering its 54th year, 
the Finals is a showcase of the best re- 
cent SFSU cinema student films, vetted 
the week earlier in the free-to-all Film 
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Previews at SFSU’s intimate Coppola 
Theater by a jury of faculty, students, 
and audience members. The films that 
survive the Previews are projected onto 
the much bigger screen of the Finals. 
Usually held at SFSU’s perfectly lovely 
McKenna Theatre, this year the Finals 
hits the big time: the Sundance Kabuki 
Cinemas. And the films will not just 
show on any Kabuki screen, but rather 
in the 500-seat Auditorium One. 
Watching movies from the balcony 
seats is a rare opportunity that should 
never be missed, but in this case it 
comes with a drink ticket, as well as ad- 
mission to the post-screening soiree at 
the Balcony Bar. The evening is a great 
way to discover tomorrow's best film- 
makers. 

SFSU Film Finals plays at 7 p.m. 
at the Sundance Kabuki Cinemas, 
1881 Post, S.E Admission is $10- 
$20; call 346-3243 or visit sfilmfi- 
nals.com. Sherilyn Connelly 
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Tae a> LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by 
e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), 
or mail (225 Bush St. 17th Floor, S.F., CA 94104). 
To change an existing listing call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


111 Minna Gallery. Beyond Structure: Freeform group 
show presenting work in multiple disciplines by 
Jonny Alexander, Lisa Banks, Chico Coelho, Nathan 
Cox, Silvie Deutsch, Debi Ling, Gabriel Martinez, 
Chiyomi McKibbin, Joon Park, Martin Segobia, and 
many more. Mondays-Fridays. Continues through May 
30. 111 Minna, S.F., 974-1719, www.I1iminnagallery.com. 

1AM Gallery. Xeme & Sinic: Made in China: Works on 
paper and canvas by the Hong Kong graffiti artists. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through May 17. 1000 
Howard St., S.F., 861-5089, www.lamsf.com. 

4x5 Gallery. Home: Juried group show of photographs 
illustrating what the concept of “home” means to 
each artist. Daily. 442 Haight, S.F., www.4x5gal- 
lerysf.com. 

518 Valencia. | Am Not a Victim. | Am a Revolution.: 
Pop-up art show featuring marginalized female 
artists from Southeast Asia. Thu., May 15, 7-9:30 
p.m. free/donation. 518 Valencia, S.F., 863-9977, 
www.518valencia.org. 

ActivSpace. Unmasking the Network: ASC Projects 
explores the Matrix at this group show featuring 
works by James Bridle, Nick Briz, Silvio Lorusso, 
Simone Niquille, and Clement Valla. Tuesdays, 
Thursdays. Continues through May 18. 3150 18th St., 


FRI 5/16 


Dance 


INFINITE SNAKES 


S.F., 355-1515, www.activspace.com. 

California College of the Arts. CCA 2014 MFA Thesis 
Exhibition: Works by 50 graduating students. May 
15-24. 1111 Eighth St., S.F., 800-447-1278, www.cca.edu. 

City Hall. Now That You're Gone ... San Francisco 
Neighborhoods Without Us: Nine photographers 
portray various aspects of the city's urban environ- 
ment without the presence of people. Through May 
23. Free. sfartscommission.org. 1 Drive Carlton B. 
Goodlett, S.F., 554-5184, www.sfgov.org. 

Crown Point Press. Nature Study: A Group Exhibition: 
Works by Darren Almond, Anne Appleby, Christopher 
Brown, Susan Middleton, and Chris Ofili. Mondays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through May 31. 20 Hawthorne, 
S.F., 974-6273, www.crownpoint.com. 

Ever Gold Gallery. Adam Parker Smith: Seriously: 
Sculptures, photographs, and multi-media works with 
a taste for the playfully absurd. Wednesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through June 7. 441 O'Farrell, S.F., 
196-3676, www.evergoldgallery.com. 

F8. Quick Draw S.F.: Live drawing event co-presented by 
the Paint Pens Collective and Never Ending Radical 
Dude, with over a dozen participating artists putting 
ink to paper. Thu., May 15, 6-9 p.m. free. facebook. 
com/paintpenscollective. 1192 Folsom, S.F., 857-1192, 
www.feightsf.com. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Nychos: Street Anatomy: The 
Austrian street muralist brings his wild anatomical 
explosions inside for a solo show in the Lower Haight. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. 252 Fillmore, S.F., 252-9144, 
www.fifty24sf.com. 

Fort Mason, Festival Pavilion. artMRKT San Francisco: 
Dozens of galleries from the Bay Area and beyond 
transform the Festival Pavilion into a modern art 
mini-museum for the weekend, with proceeds from 
Thursday night's preview event being donated to the 
de Young Museum and Legion of Honor. Thu., May 
15, 6-10 p.m.; May 16-17, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sun., May 18, 
12-6 p.m. $25-$150. art-mrkt.com/sf. Marina, S.F., 
292-3531, www.fortmason.org. 

Fraenkel Gallery. Hiroshi Sugimoto: Acts of God: The 
first Stateside exhibition of the artist's The Last 
Supper: Acts of God, a five-panel photograph that 
was recently damaged by Hurricane Sandy, plus other 
works. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 5:30 p.m. Continues >> 


4d 


In our idealistic city, dance company viv is a natural product of a desire for artistic 
autonomy. Begun in 2013 with eight women who wanted to shatter the hierar- 
chies of the dance studio with a class format they refer to as “peer practice,’ in 
which participants work with the mutual understanding of adult artists, the 
company presents its first dance commission, Ouroboros. Choreographed by 
Kathleen Hermesdorf to an original musical score by Alfred Mathias, a team oth- 
erwise known as La ALTERNATIVA, the piece explores the ancient symbol of the 
ouroboros, the snake eating its own tail, as a representation of renewal, cyclical 
movement, and unity. The work examines the snake and the circle in all its forms, 
with muscular undulations, the image of shedding skin and recovering the body 
anew, and the creative process as a means of rebirth. 

viv presents Ouroboros at 8 p.m. and continues through May 17 at 
KUNST-STOFF arts, 1 Grove St., S.F. Tickets are $15-$25; visit withviv.com. 


Irene Hsiao 
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#UNCORKEDSF 


The 9* Annual 
Uncorked Wine Festival 
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Ghirardelli Square 


Enjoy wines from more than 50 


top-tier wineries, live bands and Includes unlimited tastings & 


great food from Off the Grid. 
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VIP hosted by San 


For tickets visit eventbrite.com Francisco Magazine. Premier wines, 
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¢ DENTAL 
CLEANING 
* EXAM 


¢ X-RAYS 


INCLUBIES 
TEETH CLEANING 
4 BITE WING X-RAYS 
COMPLETE EXAM 
FREE TOOTHBRUSH 


*WITH THIS COUPON, NEW PATIENTS ONLY, 
REGULAR PRICE: $225, EXP 5/31/2014 


CLAUDE SIDI, DMD 


A450 Sutter * Suite 1819 * 982-4242 » CLAUDESIDI.COM 













“The master storyteller..what distinguishes him 
from most solo performers is how elegantly he 
blends personal stories, historical digressions, 

end philosophical ruminations.” 
the New Vork Times 
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YBCA THEATER 
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FRI 5/16 


Performance 


DAISEY DOES AMERICA 


In early reviews, Mike Daisey was often compared to monologist Spalding 
Gray. Nowadays, it’s Mark Twain because, from 2001's 21 Dog Years: Doing 
Time at Amazon.com to 2013's Fucking Fucking Fucking Ayn Rand, Daisey has 
deftly reflected the conceits of Western civilization through a prism of per- 
sonal confession, wry observation, compassion, and humor. Even the scan- 
dal, caused by Daisey’s embellishments of facts in 2010's The Agony and the 
Ecstasy of Steve Jobs, could not stop the monologue from becoming This 
American Life’s most sought-after episode. Daisey’s fans, like Twain's, think 
truth should not stand in the way of a good story. Last fall, Daisey performed 
All the Faces of the Moon, a 44-hour monologue spread across 29 days — 
proof, even to critics, that the storyteller is at the top of his game. Sadly, the 
feat is unlikely to be replicated. Instead, we are offered a reprise of 2012’s vo- 
ciferous American Utopias. Written soon after Daisey’s spike in notoriety, 
it follows the humorist through landscapes of strained optimism — from 
Disney World to Burning Man to the beginnings of Occupy in Zuccotti Park. 

American Utopias opens at 7:30 p.m. and continues through May 17 
at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 Mission St., S.F. Tickets are $25- 
$35; call 978-2787 or visit ybca.org. Silke Tudor 


through July 3. Free. 49 Geary, S.F., 981-2661, www. 
fraenkelgallery.com. 

Gallery 16. Rex Ray: Solo showcase of collages, paint- 
ings, and prints featuring the local artist's distinctive 
array of playful shapes and colors. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through May 16. 501 Third St., S.F., 
626-7495, www.gallery16.com. 

Gallery Paule Anglim. Ala Ebtekar: Parallax: Two new 
works: a large celestial painting and a mixed media 
lightbox. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through May 
31. Clare Rojas: Caerulea: New abstract paintings. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through May 31. 14 
Geary, S.F., 433-2710, www.gallerypauleanglim.com. 

Gallery Wendi Norris. Leonora Carrington: The Celtic 
Surrealist: One of the few female Surrealists, Car- 
rington’s visionary late-period paintings, gouaches, 
and tapestries are put into the context of her Irish 
ancestry in this show on loan from Dublin's Irish 
Museum of Modern Art. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Con- 
tinues through May 31. 161 Jessie, S.F., 346-7812, 
www.gallerywendinorris.com. 

Gauntlet Gallery. All We Want Is Everything: Group 
show featuring Zofia Bogusz, Jason Bryant, Johannah 
O'Donnell, and Jeff Ramirez. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through May 24. 1040 Larkin, S.F., 590- 
2303, www.gauntletgallery.com. 

George Lawson Gallery. Judith Belzer: Paths of Desire: 
Oil paintings envision aerial landscapes that depict 
the interaction of humanity and nature while nearly 
verging on the abstract. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Con- 
tinues through May 31. 315 Potrero, S.F., 703-4400, 
www.georgelawsongallery.com. 


SAT 5/17 


Flash Fiction 


The Great Highway Gallery. Nathan Wirth: A Slice 
of Silence: Long-exposure seascapes and infrared 
photos by the San Francisco native. Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through July 4. nlwirth.com. 3649 
Lawton, S.F., 681-3380, www.thegreathighway.com. 

Gregory Lind Gallery. Christian Maychack: Split States: 
Wall pieces sharing the aesthetics of both painting 
and sculpture. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 7. 49 Geary, S.F., 296-9661, www. 
gregorylindgallery.com. 

Haines Gallery. Mike Henderson: Traces of Places: 
Textured abstract paintings by the Bay Area artist. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through June 28. 
49 Geary, S.F., 397-8114, www.hainesgallery.com. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Marco Maggi: West vs. East: The Uru- 
guyan artist's small, subtle works invite — perhaps 
even require — viewers to stop and take a closer look. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through June 28. 
260 Utah, S.F., 495-5454, www.hosfeltgallery.com. 

lan Ross Gallery. lan Ross: Spray Paint: Solo show 
celebrating the 1-year anniversary of the local 
street artist's namesake gallery. Mondays-Fridays. 
Continues through June 15. 466 Brannan, S.F., 533- 
5/758, www.ianrossgallery.com. 

Intersection for the Arts. Bernie Lubell: Why Can't 
the First Part of the Second Party Be the Second 
Part of the First Party?: With its giant cogs, gears, 
wheels, pulleys, and cranks, this large-scale wooden 
installation invites interactive participation. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through June 7. 925 
Mission, S.F., 626-2787, www.theintersection.org. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Romare Bearden: Sto- 


A BOMBARDMENT OF WORDS 


Saturday marks the third installment of Jon Sindell’s Rolling Writers series, 
which features a collection of humans who spend most of their time condens- 
ing stories into their barest essentials. Even the most oblique, the most subtle 
of well-done shorts can be explosive; you might not even knowit’s a story, it 
might be punching you in the gut while the next person is reading. Thus, ap- 
propriately named, this onslaught doesn’t leave room for chewing the fat (the 
show’s motto is “be brief, be fab, be seated”). The roster includes Doug Bond, 
Paul Corman-Roberts, Andrew O. Dugas, Grant Faulkner, Meg Pokrass, Tony 
Press, Lauren Traetto, and Sindell, with flash story songs by singer/song- 
writer Michael Crabtree to punctuate the transitions. There will be a drawing 
for free signed copies of some of the readers’ books, and baked goods available 
from Bruno Tsé. Best of all? The show starts early enough to make the round 
trip to the Sunset and be back before starting your evening proper. 

Rolling Writers Flash Flood Three: The Deluge starts at 6 p.m. at Roll- 
ing-Out, 1722 Taraval St., S.F. Free; call 513-6054 or visit facebook.com/ 
events/731771443512635. Evan Karp 
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ryteller: Collages, watercolors, prints, and other 
illustrative works by the famed Harlem artist from 
1970s and ‘80s. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 21. 464 Sutter, S.F., 677-0770, www. 
jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 

Luna Rienne Gallery. Brian Barneclo: Misinformation: 
The popular muralist presents paintings and a new 
parklet that renders the flow of data and communi- 
cation in the artist's trademark jazzy style. Mondays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through June 16. 3318 
22nd St., S.F., 647-5888, lunarienne.com. 

Main Library, James C. Hormel Gay & Lesbian Center. 
Chicks with Shticks: The Kinsey Sicks and 20 Years 
of Dragapella Activism: This collection of artifacts 
and ephemera — including sheet music, costumes, 
and photographs — chronicles the satirical drag 
ensemble’s two-decade musical career. Through July 
12. 100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4400, sfpl.org. 

Main Library, Jewett Gallery. Forbidden City, USA: 
Chinese American Nightclubs, 1936-1970: Revisit 
the stage spectacles and social scenes of long-lost 
Chinatown nightclubs in this exhibit of photographs, 
programs, postcards, menus, and memorabilia 
curated by Arthur Dong. Through July 6.100 Larkin, 
S.F., 557-4277, www.sfpl.org. 

Main Library, Skylight Gallery. You Don't Say! Word- 
less Cartoons from the Schmulowitz Collection of 
Wit & Humor: Fun without punchlines via published 
cartoons and comics from the 19th century through 
today. Through May 31. 100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4277, 
www.sfpl.org. 

Mark Wolfe Contemporary Art. Daniel Arnold: New 
Photographs: Starting May 16. Mondays-Fridays. 
Continues through June 27. 1 Sutter St. Ste. 202, S.F., 
369-9404, www.wolfecontemporary.com. 

The McLoughlin Gallery. Max Papeschi & Arnix: Icon- 
oclasm: Religious, political, and pop cultural icons 
are treated with playfully perverse disrespect at 
this two-man show featuring sculptures by Arnix and 
digital collages by Max Papeschi. Tuesdays-Thursdays, 
Saturdays. Continues through May 31. 49 Geary Ste. 
200, S.F., www.mgart.com. 

Modern Eden. On Beauty: International group show of 
pulchritudinous paintworks. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through June 7. Brianna Angelakis: Fairy 
Tales - The Test of Time: Girls from archetypal 
childhood stories find themselves in more modern 
milieux in this series of paintings that combine 
fantasy with realism. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 7. 403 Francisco, S.F., 956-3303, www. 
moderneden.com. 

Modernbook Gallery. Maia Flore: Sleep Elevations: 
Photographs imagine dreamers taking flight. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through June 28. 49 
Geary, S.F., 732-0300, www.modernbook.com. 

Modernism. Mark Stock: Lives of the Butlers: 14 new 
trompe l'oeil tableaux revisit the title character from 
the late painter's most popular work, The Butler's 
in Love - Absinthe (which celebrates its 25th anni- 
versary this year), and others. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through June 21.685 Market, S.F., 541-0461, 
www.modernisminc.com. 

Old Mint. Principal: SFAl MFA Exhibition: The San 
Francisco Art Institute takes over the Old Mint for a 
student showcase featuring nearly 80 of its Master 
of Fine Arts graduates. May 15-18, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
sfai.edu/principal. 88 Fifth St., S.F., 537-1105, www. 
themintproject.org. 

Park Life. Hilary Pecis: Crash: The artist presents 
collages that deconstruct and recombine stock 
photos of cars mangled in NASCAR races as though 
grasping to control the chaos, but instead multiplying 
it exponentially. Through May 18, 6 p.m. Free. 220 
Clement, S.F., 386-7275, www.parklifestore.com. 

Paul Mahder Gallery. Kamalky Laureano & Carlos 
Gomez Mojica: Visceral: Photorealistic paintings 
and drawings. Starting May 17. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through July 6. 3378 Sacramento, S.F., 
474-7707, www.paulmahdergallery.com. 

Public Works. Secrets of the Earth: Nature-inspired 
group show featuring Stephanie Janney, Brandi Lee, 
Meghann Riepenhoff, and Sergio Santurio in Public 
Works’ Roll Up Gallery. Fri., May 16, 6-9 p.m. free. 161 
Erie, S.F., 932-0955, www.publicsf.com. 

RayKo Photo Center. Jenny Riffle: Scavenger - Ad- 
ventures in Treasure Hunting: Photographs follow 
a punky protagonist on his continuing search for 
small buried treasures. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through June 21. jennyriffle.com. Sarina Finkelstein: 
The New Forty-Niners: Searching for gold in them 
thar California hills didn't end in the 19th century, as 
evidenced by these photo portraits of rugged and 
scruffy modern-day prospectors. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
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Continues through June 21. Occupy Your Imagination: 
Group show featuring works by De Anza College 
photography students. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through June 21. 428 Third St., S.F., 495-3773, www. 
raykophoto.com. 

The Reclaimed Room at Building REsources. Be- 
neath the Surface: A half-dozen artists unearth 
unique environmental artifacts, including bicycle 
sculptures, paintings, installations, and video. 
Through May 27. 701 Amador St., S.F., 285-7814, www. 
reclaimedroom.com. 

Robert Koch Gallery. Bruce Davidson: Time of Change: 
1961-1965: A powerful photography exhibit that cap- 
tures the struggles of African-Americans during the 
height of the Civil Rights Movement. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through June 28. 49 Geary, S.F., 
421-0122, www.kochgallery.com. 

Robert Tat Gallery. David Sokosh: American Tintypes: 
Antique subjects photographed the old-fashioned 
way. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through May 31. 
49 Geary, Ste. 410, S.F., 781-1122, www.roberttat.com. 

Romer Young Gallery. Deric Carner: Stay, Just for a 
Little While: New works inspired by gay literature. 
Starting May 16. Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through June 14. 1240 22nd St., S.F., 550-7483, www. 
romeryounggallery.com. 

San Francisco Art Institute. Wrong’s What | Do Best: 
Hesse McGraw and Aaron Spangler curated this 
group show in which the artists attempt to transcend 
binary concepts of right and wrong, good and bad, 
success and failure. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through July 26. sfai.edu/wrong. 800 Chestnut, S.F., 
771-7020, www.sfai.edu. 

San Francisco Arts Commission Window Installation 
Site. Alexander Cheves: | wouldn't have called any- 
how: Large-scale cut wood forms create a geometri- 
cally dreamlike allegory for fear. Through Aug. 30. 155 
Grove, S.F., 554-6080, www.sfartscommission.org. 

The San Francisco Center for the Book (SFCB). 
Printers’ Devils’ & Typographical Worries: Book art 
exhibit celebrating forty years of work by Jungle 
Garden Press. Through June 1. 375 Rhode Island, 
S.F., 565-0545, www.sfcb.org. 

San Francisco LGBT Community Center. The Queer 
Ancestors Project: Showcase featuring prints and 
portraits of LGBT heroes by queer artists between 
the ages of 18-26 years old. Through May 16. queer- 
ancestorsproject.org. 1800 Market, S.F., 865-5555, 
www.sfcenter.org. 

San Francisco Main Library. See/Saw: Mixed media 
artworks by Maia Scott draw attention to the act of 
seeing — or, as in the case of the visually impaired 
artist herself, not. Through May 22. The Black Woman 
Is God: This condensed version of the large group 
show that ran at the African American Art and Culture 
Complex in 2013 includes works by Sydney “Sage” 
Cain, Tarika Lewis, Ajuan Mance, Karen Seneferu, 
and Malik Seneferu. Through May 15. Pretty in Ink: 
North American Women Cartoonists 1896-2013: Comic 
books, original artworks, photos, and other forms of 
memorabilia honor the overlooked contributions of 
female cartoonists during the past century. Through 
June 5. 100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4400, www.sfpl.org. 

Sandra Lee Gallery. Jungsan Senim: Mixed media works 


SUN 5/18 


Walking Tour 


BUNKER DOWN 


inspired by Buddhist concepts. Mondays-Saturdays. 
Continues through May 29. 251 Post, S.F., 291-8000, 
www.sandraleegallery.com. 

Scott Nichols Gallery. Vivian Maier: Out of the Shadows: 
Chicago street photography, silhouette self-portraits, 
and other black-and-white snapshots from the 
enigmatic nanny-turned-artist. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through June 14. Free. 49 Geary, S.F., 788- 
4641, www.scottnicholsgallery.com. 

SF Camerawork. Jaimie Warren: Solo show featuring 
the 2014 winner of the Baum Award for an Emerging 
American Photographer. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through June 21. 657 Mission, S.F., 512- 
2020, www.sfcamerawork.org. 

Shooting Gallery. John Felix Arnold Ill: Pilgrimage: The 
Oakland artist envisions “The World of Unstoppable 
Tomorrow” in a series of apocalyptic works. Tues- 
days-Saturdays, 7 p.m. Continues through June 7. 
Free. felixthethirdrock.com. 886 Geary, S.F., 931-1500, 
www.shootinggallerysf.com. 

SOMArts Cultural Center. Eating Cultures: Food-in- 
spired group show co-presented by the Asian 
American Women Artists Association and Asian 
Pacific Islander Cultural Center. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 
6 p.m. Continues through May 30. Free. aawaa.net. 
934 Brannan, S.F., 863-1414, www.somarts.org. 

Spoke Art Gallery. Paper Cuts: Group show of inter- 
national paper cut artists. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through May 24. 816 Sutter, S.F., www. 
spoke-art.com. 

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church. Garry Bowden: Souls 
of San Francisco: Photo portraits of everyday city 
residents. Through June 30. soulsofsanfrancisco.com. 
2097 Turk, S.F., 567-1855, www.saintcyprianssf.org. 

Steven Wolf Fine Arts. Anne McGuire & Karla Mi- 
losevich: Sinne Spegel: The artists superimpose 
themselves onto Ingmar Bergman's Persona to create 
a cryptic new version of the Swedish auteur’s film. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through June 14. 
2747 19th St., S.F., 263-3677, www.stevenwolffinearts. 
com/gallery.asp. 

Tank18. Bringing Down the Walls: Pop-up art party fea- 
turing work by Dyanna Dimmick, Mark Harris, Elliott 
Nathan, Gianfranco Paolozzi, Lillian Shannhan, and 
Victoria Veedell, plus music by Classical Revolution 
and DJ Bluz. Fri., May 16, 6:30-9:30 p.m. free. 1345 
Howard St., S.F., www.tank18.com. 

Thomas Reynolds Gallery. Ken Auster: Marin Revisited: 
Landscapes and more by the plein air oil painter. 
Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through June 21. 
2291Pine, S.F., 441-4093, www.thomasreynolds.com. 

Traywick Contemporary. Samantha Fields: Halcyon: 
Acrylic paintings of fleeting moments and transient 
happenings. Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
May 24. 895 Colusa, Berkeley, 510-527-1214, www. 
traywick.com. 

USF Campus, Thacher Gallery. From Here: The 15th 
Thacher Art + Architecture Annual: Juried exhibition 
of works by USF Department of Art + Architecture 
students. Through July 6. 2130 Fulton, S.F., 422-2044, 
www.usfca.edu/library/thacher. 

White Walls Gallery. Alphabet Show: Every Letter 
Counts: Group exhibit brought to you by the let- 
ters A through Z. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 


Have you ever been beneath the car deck of the Golden Gate Bridge? Be- 
neath the girders? Do you even know what a girder is? The Obscura Soci- 
ety will show you, along with retired park ranger and historian John 
Martini, on a walking tour. The tour’s highlight? An informational walk into 
a 120-year-old abandoned bunker that was constructed before the Span- 
ish-American War. The bunker tour, combined with walks under the bridge 
structure and along the bluffs of Baker Beach, is a perfect Sunday outing for 
those interested in the obscure as well as the beautiful. The Obscura Soci- 
ety’s mission is to bring modern explorers together on a continual journey 
to the world’s odd and wondrous places, and this trip to an old Presidio bun- 
ker may be the perfect way to learn new things, take new Instagram photos, 
and meet like-minded bipedal individuals. 

The Obscura Society SF’s Fort Scott Bunker Walk at the Presidio 
starts at 10 a.m. at Battery East Parking Lot on Lincoln Boulevard in the 
Presidio. Tickets are $20; visit atlasobscura.com. Emilie Mutert 
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through June 7. 886 Geary, S.F., 931-1500, www. 
whitewallssf.com. 


COMEDY 


Adam Carolla: Sun., May 18, 7 p.m., $34.50-$62.50 
advance. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, S.F., 567- 
6642, www.palaceoffinearts.org. 

An Evening with Paula Poundstone: Sat., May 17, 
8 p.m., $25-$80. Osher Marin Jewish Community 
Center, 200 N. San Pedro, San Rafael, 444-8000, 
WWW.marinjcc.org. 

Answer Me!: A Trivia Panel Quiz Show: Two teams of 
comedians — including Josh Argyle, Joe Gorman, Ben 
Kolina, and 0.J. Patterson — and audience members 
compete for points and prizes of dubious value. 
Sun., May 18, 8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 
Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Bad Movie Night: Final Fantasy: The Spirits Within: 
Hosts Sherilyn Connelly, Mike Spiegelman, and Dan 
Foley discover that the Uncanny Valley exists even in 
the icy vacuum of space. Sun., May 18, 8 p.m., $6.99. 
Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, S.F., 401-7987, 


www.darkroomsf.com. 

Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ 
local comedy showcase. Saturdays, 8 p.m., $15, 
brownpapertickets.com/event/559273. The Phoenix 
Theatre, 414 Mason, S.F., 989-0023, www.phoe- 
nixtheatresf.org. 

The BitchSlap!: All-female comedy show presented 
by Eloisa Bravo and Kimberly Rose Wendt. Third 
Friday of every month, 9 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
beotchslapcomedy. II Pirata, 2007 16th St., S.F., 
626-2626, www.ilpiratasf.com. 

The Business: A Comedy Show: Featuring Sean Keane, 
Bucky Sinister, Caitlin Gill, Nato Green, and guests. 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., $5, thebusinesscomedy.com. 
Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, S.F., 401-7987, 
www.darkroomsf.com. 

The Colossal Show: Bad Asians: Imran G and David 
Nguyen host stand-up comedy by Sheng Wang, Josef 
Anolin, George Chen, Neel Nanda, and Irene Tu. Fri., 
May 16, 10:30 p.m., $10, darkroomsf.com/#colossal. 
Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, S.F., 401-7987, 
www.darkroomsf.com. 


Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, S.F., 387-6343, 
www.neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. Thurs- 
days, 7 p.m., free. BrainWash Cafe & Laundromat, 
1122 Folsom, S.F., 861-3663, www.brainwash.com. 

Comedy Returns to El Rio!: Fifth Anniversary Show: 
With Karen Ripley, Dhaya Lakshminarayanan, Eloisa 
Bravo, Julia Jackson, and Lisa Geduldig. Thu., May 
15, 8 p.m., $7-$20, koshercomedy.com. EI Rio, 3158 
Mission, S.F., 282-3325, www.elriosf.com. 

Comet Club Comedy: Your free weekly chance to 
laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). Thursdays, 8:30 
p.m., free. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, S.F., 567-5589. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the Un- 
Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 p.m., $15, 
un-scripted.com. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, 
S.F., www.un-scripted.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish >> 
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There’s no better way to build 
a great team than SAILING 


Trips start at $50/person 


415°543¢7333 


www.rendezvouscharters.com 








THE BAY BRIDGE: 


A Work in Progress, 1933-1936 


February 1—June 8, 2014 


This exhibition juxtaposes photographs by Peter 
Stackpole (1913-1997) with prints and drawings of the 
Bay Bridge construction by his contemporaries. Stackpole 
documented the Bay Bridge's original construction In the 
1930s by scaling the dizzying heights of the unfinished 
structure with his handheld Leica. His work tells a story 
of death-detying labor in a series of striking photographs 
that record one of the most ambitious public works 
projects in California history. 


de Young 


Golden Gate Park = deyoungmuseum.org 


Peter Stackpole, Untitled (cable spinning, Telegraph Hill in the background), 1936. Gelatin silver print. 
Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, Pritzker Fund for Photography 
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Concert 


ON BROADWAYYY! 


Broadway changes people. Not just in a “scored a leading role and now on annoy- 
ing, mandatory vocal rest” way, but also ina “scored tickets to a Patti LuPon con- 
cert and now for the mandatory freak-out session” way. Most people leave a 
musical theater concert with not only a contrived New York accent, but also an 
overwhelming feeling that the world isn't such a terrible place after all. And if the 
sequin-wearing, teary-eyed fangirls and fanboys at Liza Minnelli’s recent San 
Francisco concert are any indication of our city’s musical theater crowd, the pa- 
trons at Bay Area Cabaret’s 10th anniversary season closer are going to make it a 
fun night. Broadway star Karen Mason (who was in the original cast of Mamma 
Mia!) performs hits borrowed from Barbra Streisand, Peggy Lee, and, of course, 
Judy Garland in her one-woman performance The Secret of Ancient Divas. 
Here’s to hoping that Ms. Mason spills the secret to musical lovers’ enthusiasm. 

Bay Area Cabaret presents The Secret of Ancient Divas at 5 p.m. at 
the Venetian Room of the Fairmont, 950 Mason St., S.F Tickets are $48; 
call 722-5260 or visit bayareacabaret.com. Laura Jaye Cramer 


House, 243 O'Farrell St., S.F., 954-0777, www.john- 
nyfoleys.com. 

Estrogen Entree with a Side of Balls: XX-rated 
chromosomal comedy night with Tuesday Thomas, 
Laura Franzese, Samantha Gilweit, Lalique d’Bru- 
zzi, Monica Mattson, Mary Van Note, Ali Mafi, and 
Michael Makarov. Tue., May 20, 8 p.m., $15. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www.punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 

Feisty Old Jew: Charlie Varon shakes his figurative fist 
at 21st century San Francisco culture in this fictional 
comic monologue directed by David Ford. Starting 
May 17, Saturdays, Sundays, 5 p.m. Continues through 
July 13, $25-$100. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 
S.F., 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Get Yucked Up: With hosts Andrew Holmgren and 
David Gborie. Thursdays, 9 p.m., $5, facebook.com/ 
GetYuckedUp. Rebel, 1760 Market, S.F., 431-4202. 

The Good, the Bad, and the Improvised: BATS Improv 
creates a new Western every week based on audience 
suggestions. Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through 
May 31, $17-$20, improv.org. Bayfront Theater, 16 
Marina, S.F., 474-6776. 

Hand to Mouth: Embarrassment: Gary Anderson, 
Josh Argyle, Trevor Hall, Chris Locke, Neel Nanda, 
Derek Sheen, and Kate Willett share moments of 
humbling hilarity, while lvan Hernandez and Leslie 
Small debate the relative shame of liking Blink-182 
and/or the Spice Girls. Fri., May 16, 8:30 p.m., $10, 
handtomouthcomedy.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 
Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, S.F., 
431-4278, www.harveyssf.com. 

#Hashtag: Food carts and free comedy with hosts 
Andrew Holmgren and Justin Gomes. Fridays, 9 p.m., 
free. SOMA StrEat Food Park, 428 11th St., S.F., www. 
somastreatfoodpark.com. 

Haters Gonna Hate: Josef Anolin and Chris Riggins 
host a night of mirthful misanthopy featuring Kaseem 
Bentley, Butch Escobar, Matt Lieb, and Leslie Small. 
Wed., May 14, 8 p.m., free, https://hatersgonnahate- 
comedy.wordpress.com. The Royale, 800 Post, S.F., 
441-4099, www.theroyalesf.com. 

Jerry Seinfeld: Fri., May 16, 7 & 10 p.m., $78-$96.50 
advance. Wells Fargo Center for the Arts, 50 Mark 
W. Springs Rd, Santa Rosa, 707-546-3600, www. 
wellsfargocenterarts.org. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
www.oaklandlayover.com. 

Live at Deluxe: Monthly ha-has on Haight. Third Monday 
of every month, 9 p.m. Club Deluxe, 1511 Haight, S.F., 
552-6949, www.pizza-deluxe.com. 

LOL Mondays: With rotating hosts Valerie Branch, 
Andrew Orolfo, Sandra Risser, and Tuesday Thomas. 
Mondays, 7 p.m., free, facebook.com/LolAtOmg. OMG, 
43 Sixth St., S.F., 896-6374, www.clubomgsf.com. 

Lovebirds: Marga Gomez solo performance directed by 
David Schweizer. Saturdays, 8:30 p.m.; Fridays, 8 p.m. 
Continues through May 31, $20-$100, margagomez. 
com. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 826- 
5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Milkin’ It: With Jules Posner. Tuesdays, 8 p.m., free. Milk 
Bar, 1840 Haight, S.F., 387-6455, www.milksf.com. 
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The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Matt Louv, and Kate 
Willett. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpositionlive. 
com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643- 
3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Mo Mandel: May 14-17, $16-$22. Punch Line, 444 Battery, 
S.F., 397-7573, www.punchlinecomedyclub.com. 
Monday, Monday, Monday!: Clay Newman hosts 
comedians Jesse Hett, Chris Conaster, Matt Curry, 
and Dro. Mon., May 19, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 

Haight, S.F., 387-6455, www.milksf.com. 

Move Along! Nothing to See Here!: Free comedy show 
with host Joey Devine. Mondays, 7:30-10 p.m., free. 
The Night Light, 311 Broadway, Oakland, 510-282-1413. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (Ryan Cronin, Joe Nguyen, Adam 
McLaughlin, Red Scott, and Jeff Reitman) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeonmars. 
com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., S.F., 693-9588. 

The Outsourced Comedy Tour: Starring Ali Mafi and 
Kabir “‘Kabeezy” Singh. Sun., May 18, 7:30 p.m., $15. 
Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, 
www.cobbscomedy.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and alive audience. 
Fridays, 8-11 p.m. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., S.F., 
www.mutinyradio.fm. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 
383-9600, www.142throckmortontheatre.com. 

PODER Comedy: Laughter Is Medicine: A night of 
funny fundraising for People Organizing to Demand 
Environmental & Economic Rights featuring Juan 
Medina, Tony Sparks, and more. Sat., May 17, 8 p.m., 
$15-$50, facebook.com/podersf. Puerto Alegre 
Restaurant No. 2, 2950 25th St., S.F., 285-1783. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Cellar Dwellers: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 8:15 p.m.; Fridays, Saturdays, 7:30 
p.m., $5-$10, (415) 921-2051, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, S.F., 
www.kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: New Talent Showcase: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, S.F., www.kellsirish.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational 
theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17 advance, 
improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 
433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch Line, 
444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www.punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

Shrug Life: Free comedy showcase. Sat., May 17, 6 
p.m., free. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., S.F., www. 
mutinyradio.fm. 

Some People Like Us: Featuring Guy Brannum, Ka- 
seem Bentley, and Casey Ley. Mon., May 19, 8 p.m., 
$15. Punch Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www. 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Speechless: Unprepared PowerPoint presentations by 
professional jesters. Thu., May 15, 7:30 p.m., $12-$20, 
speechlesslive.com. Public Works, 161 Erie, S.F., 932- 
0955, www.publicsf.com. 

Steve Lemme & Kevin Heffernan: May 15-17, $20- 


$23.50. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, S.F., 
928-4320, www.cobbscomedy.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines followed 
by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 6:30 
p.m., free, facebook.com/SylvanProductions. Stork 
Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, www. 
storkcluboakland.com. 

Wednesday Hump Nite: Open mic comedy show hosted 
by Rick Fletcher with guest comics from Mutiny Radio. 
Sign up starts at 5:30 p.m. Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m. S.F. 
Eagle, 398 12th St., S.F., 626-0880, www.sf-eagle.com. 


DANCE - 
PERFORMANCES 


BrickaBrack: Never Fall So Heavily Again: Love and 
heartbreak inspired choreographer Katerina Wong to 
create this new performance piece combining dance 
and theater. Starting May 16, Fridays, Saturdays, 8 
p.m.; Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through May 25, 
$25-$45. Dance Mission Theater, 3316 24th St., S.F., 
273-4633, www.dancemission.com. 

Flamenco del Oro: Live music and dance by José Cortés 
Fernandez, Gopal Slavonic, Gina Giammanco, and 
Sandra Durand. Fri., May 16, 8 p.m., $15 suggested 
donation. The Emerald Tablet, 80 Fresno, S.F., 500- 
2323, www.emtab.org. 

Fou Fou Ha!: In Living Colors: San Francisco's most 
Seussian dance troupe presents a new spectacle 
full of psychedelic circus shenanigans, followed 
by an electro-swing dance party. May 16-17, 9 p.m., 
$25-$30, foufouha.net. Inner Mission, 2050 Bryant, 
S.F., https://www.facebook.com/InnerMissionSf. 

HDlau o Keikiali’i: Traditional Hawaiian music and 
dance. Sun., May 18, 2 p.m., free, keikialii.com. 
Union Square Park, 333 Post, S.F., 831-2700, union- 
squarepark.us. 

Oakland Ballet Company: Oakland-esque: The OBC 
gives props to its East Bay home through four world 
premieres by Sonya Delwaide, Molissa Fenley, Graham 
Lustig, and Robert Moses, with guests including AXIS 
Dance Company, Turf Feinz, cellist Joan Jeanrenaud, 
and more. Fri., May 16, 8 p.m.; Sat., May 17, 2 & 8 p.m., 
$20-$35, oaklandballet.org. Malonga Casquelourd 
Center for the Arts, 1428 Alice St., Oakland, 510-238- 
7219, www.aliceartscenter.com. 


FESTIVALS 


13th Annual DIVAfest: The women’s theater and 
performing arts festival returns with a new series of 
plays, burlesque shows, poetry readings, and more. 
Through May 24, divafest.info. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, 
S.F., 673-3847, www.theexit.org. 

Aeolian Day: A festival of “music made by the wind” 
featuring Ranjit Bhatnagar, Don Gottwald, Stephan 
Haluska, Tom Nunn, and more. Sat., May 17, 12-3 p.m., 
free, thingamajigs.org. Middle Harbor Shoreline 
Park, Middle Harbor, Oakland, 510-627-1111, www. 
portofoakland.com/communit/serv_midd.asp. 

Asian Heritage Street Celebration: Annual event 
honoring Asian and Pacific Islander cultures, with 
crafts, food, music, and more. Sat., May 17, 11a.m.-6 
p.m., free, asianfairsf.com. Civic Center Plaza, 
Larkin, S.F., N/A. 

Eighth Annual Epidemic Film Festival: Showcases of 
work by students from the Academy of Art's School 
of Acting and School of Motion Pictures & Television. 
Fri., May 16, 4-8 p.m., free. The Castro Theatre, 429 
Castro, S.F., 621-6120, www.castrotheatre.com. 

Frost Music & Arts Festival: Featuring live music by 
Dispatch, Yeasayer, and Paper Void. Sat., May 17, 3-7 
p.m., $20-$40, frostmusicfestival.com. Stanford 
University, Frost Amphitheater, Galvez Street (at 
Campus Drive), Stanford, www.stanford.edu. 

Harmony Sweepstakes A Cappella Festival: National 
Finals: Featuring Prime Time, Women of the World, 
3AM (Three Angels’ Message), #Fourty4B, Catatonic, 
Quintessential Five, and SeaNote. Sat., May 17, 8 p.m., 
$29.50-$60, www.harmony-sweepstakes.com. Marin 
Veterans’ Memorial Auditorium, 10 Ave. of the Flags, 
San Rafael, 499-6800. 

| Wake Up Dreaming 2014: Dark Treasures from the 
Warner Archive: The Roxie turns back the clock for 
10 days of rare film noir and vintage crime movies 
from 1932-1965. May 16-25. Roxie Theater, 3117 16th 
St., S.F., 863-1087, www.roxie.com. 

Maker Faire 2014: Homemade gizmos, hacked gad- 
gets, robots, automatons, art machines, and many 
other inventions fill the Event Center grounds for 
this awesome annual gathering of DIY geeks and 
gawkers. Sat., May 17, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun., May 18, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m., $17.50-$60, makerfaire.com. San 
Mateo Event Center, 1346 Saratoga Drive, San Mateo, 
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650-574-3985, www.sanmateoexpo.org. 

Wanderlust Yoga in the City: Sat., May 17, 12-6 p.m., 
free with registration, sf.wanderlustfestival.com. 
Marina Green Park, 310 Marina, S.F., 831-2700, 
www.sfgov.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


49th Annual Nebula Awards Weekend: One of the 
biggest awards in genre fiction returns to the Bay 
Area for a long weekend of events presented by 
the Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America 
(with bonus help from SF in SF, Writers with Drinks, 
Borderlands Books, and more). May 15-18, $90+, sfwa. 
org. San Jose Marriott, 301 S. Market St., San Jose, 
408-280-1300, www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/ 
SJCSJ?scid=20100510t12490100000655. 

Alysia Abbott: The Massachusetts-based author 
recounts her single-parent San Francisco youth in 
Fairyland: A Memoir of My Father. Mon., May 19, 
7:30 p.m., free. The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, S.F., 
863-8688, www.booksmith.com. 

Bang Out: Volume XXIX - Departures: After six 
years, Amick Boone and Kevin Hobson's “quick and 
dirty” reading series is calling it quits with one last 
literary hurrah featuring Steffi Drewes, Geraldine 
Kim, Jeff Kingman, Matt Leibel, Robin Lysne, Karen 
Macklin, and Jeff Von Ward. Sat., May 17, 7:30 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/bangout. Make-Out Room, 3225 
22nd St., S.F., 647-2888, www.makeoutroom.com. 

Bay Area Poets Coalition Biennial Poetry Event: 
Sun., May 18, 1-4:30 p.m., free. Main Library, Latino/ 
Hispanic Community Meeting Room, 100 Larkin, S.F., 
557-4590, www.sfpl.org. 

Breanne Fahs: The Arizona State University gender 
studies professor discusses her biography Valerie 
Solanas: The Defiant Life of the Woman Who Wrote 
SCUM (and Shot Andy Warhol) in conversation with 
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz. Mon., May 19, 7 p.m., free. 
Modern Times Bookstore, 2919 24th St., S.F., 282- 
9246, www.moderntimesbookstore.com. 

Gabrielle Selz: The writer presents Unstill Life: A 
Daughter's Memoir of Art and Love in the Age of 
Abstraction, her account of growing up with a father 
whose curatorial job at the New York MoMA gave her 
the chance to interact with some of the most lauded 
modern artists in the country. Thu., May 15, 7 p.m., 
free. City Lights Books, 261 Columbus, S.F., 362-8193, 
www.citylights.com. 

Howard Norman: The author of The Bird Artist reads 
from his new novel, Next Life Might Be Kinder. Tue., 
May 20, 7 p.m., free. City Lights Books, 261 Columbus, 
S.F., 362-8193, www.citylights.com. 

InsideStoryTime: Gift Horse: Featuring Jen Burke 
Anderson, Eli Brown, M.K. Chavez, Andy Dugas, 
Sylvie Simmons, and more. Tue., May 20, 7:30 p.m., 
insidestorytime.com. La Movida, 3066 24th St., S.F., 
282-3066, www.lamovidasf.com. 

John Hewitt: Discover the lighter side of unmanned 
flying death machines in the author's satirical new 
novel, Drone Baloney. Thu., May 15, 7 p.m., free. 
Books Inc./Marina, 2251 Chestnut, S.F., 931-3633, 
www.booksinc.net. 

Latif Harris: An afternoon of poems and anecdotes 
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Art 


with the longtime North Beach writer. Sun., May 
18, 2 p.m., free. Bird & Beckett, 653 Chenery, S.F., 
586-3733, www.birdbeckett.com. 

Literary Foolery: Kristen Caven presents her Cinder- 
ella-inspired novella, The Souls of Her Feet, at this 
month's wordwise cabaret. Mon., May 19, 7 p.m., $10 
(includes drinks), facebook.com/LiteraryFoolery. 
Alley Cat Books, 3036 24th St., S.F., 824-1761, www. 
facebook.com/alleycatbooks. 

Litquake’s Epicenter: Fear and loathing are replaced 
with satire and gambling in Colson Whitehead's 
new book, The Noble Hustle: Poker, Beef Jerky, 
and Death, his account of participating in the 2011 
World Series of Poker in Las Vegas. Thu., May 15, 7 
p.m., $5-$15 suggested donation, litquake.org. Center 
for Sex & Culture, 1349 Mission, S.F., 902-2071, www. 
sexandculture.org. 

Lunada Literary Lounge: Featuring Jackeline Rago and 
Héctor Lugo. Wed., May 14, 7:30 p.m., $5, facebook. 
com/LunadaGaleria. Galeria de la Raza, 2857 24th St., 
S.F., 826-8009, www.galeriadelaraza.org. 

Nathan Deuel: Reading from his new essay collection, 
Friday Was the Bomb: Five Years in the Middle East. 
Wed., May 14, 7 p.m., free. Green Apple Books, 506 
Clement, S.F., 387-2272, www.greenapplebooks.com. 

Paxton Gate Storyhour: Readings of chosen books 
for children. Thursdays, noon, free. Paxton Gate's 
Curiosities for Kids, 766 Valencia, S.F., 252-9990, 
www.paxtongate.com. 

Poetry at the 33: With Paul and George Watsky. Wed., 
May 14, 7 p.m., free. 3300 Club, 3300 Mission St., 
S.F., 826-6886, www.3300club.com. 

Poets!: With Sterling Bunnell, followed by an open 
mic. Mon., May 19, 7 p.m., free. Bird & Beckett, 653 
Chenery, S.F., 586-3733, www.birdbeckett.com. 

Pop-Up Magazine: Includes the premiere of Sam 
Green's live film The Measure of All Things, plus 
guest authors and storytellers. Thu., May 15, 8 p.m., 
Sold out, popupmagazine.com. Nourse Theatre, 275 
Hayes, S.F., 563-2463, www.cityarts.net/the-nourse. 

Rayya Elias: The Syria-born, New York-based writer 
and musician reads from Harley Loco: A Memoir of 
Hard Living, Hair, and Post-Punk, from the Middle 
East to the Lower East Side. Wed., May 14, 6 p.m., 
free. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, S.F., 
835-1020, www.bookpassage.com. 

Rick Atkinson: The historical writer completes his 
WWII Liberation Trilogy with The Guns at Last Light: 
The War in Europe, 1944-1945. Thu., May 15, 6 p.m. 
Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 609 Sutter, S.F., 673-6672, 
www.marineclub.com/theatre.php. 

Rolling Writers: Flash Flood Three - The Deluge: 
Flash fiction by Doug Bond, Paul Corman-Roberts, 
Andrew 0. Dugas, Grant Faulkner, Meg Pokrass, Tony 
Press, Ethel Rohan, Jon Sindell, Lauren Traetto, and 
more. Sat., May 17, 6 p.m. Rolling-Out Cafe, 1722 
Taraval St., S.F., 513-6054, www.rollingoutcafe.com. 

Ruth Reichl: City Arts & Lectures presents the food 
writer in conversation with Chron columnist Leah 
Garchik. Mon., May 19, 7:30 p.m., $27, cityarts.net. 
Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes, S.F., 563-2463, www. 
cityarts.net/the-nourse. 
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RIVERA’S FIRST FRESCO 


Glowing with gold leaf and silver inlay, the exclusive City Club of San Fran- 
cisco (formerly the Pacific Stock Exchange Club) boasts one of California’s 
greatest surviving Art Deco interiors. But the club’s most striking feature is 
Diego Rivera’s first U.S. fresco — the tremendous Alegoria de California. 
Known as a revolutionary with communist leanings, Rivera was a peculiar 
choice for this bastion of capitalist exceptionalism, but he did not disappoint. 
To his patrons, Alegoria clearly represented the ingenuity and fortitude of 
mankind. To us, there are hints of foreboding. Calafia, the Spirit of California, 
tears open the earth with one hand, revealing miners toiling in the dark; oil 
rigs, dredging machines, and a jumble of cargo ships stretch into the distance; 
carpenter James Marshall, whose discovery launched the California Gold 
Rush, sits with his hand on the stump of a great redwood tree; a gauge inches 
towards red. The City Club is not open to the public; Alegoria may be viewed 
once a month by 25 guests of the volunteer-led San Francisco City Guides. 
Tour of Alegoria de California starts at 3 p.m. from an address revealed 
with RSVP. Free; call 557-4266 or visit sfcityguides.org. Silke Tudor 
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exhibit celebrating forty years of work by Jungle 
Garden Press. Through June 1. The San Francisco 
Center for the Book (SFCB), 375 Rhode Island, S.F., 
565-0545, www.sfcb.org. 

Scotch Wichmann: The local comedian, cultural 
provocateur, and Shia LaBeouf plagiarism target 
presents his newest creative adventure, the novel 
Two Performance Artists Kidnap Their Boss and Do 
Things with Him. Fri., May 16, 7 p.m., free, scotchwich- 
mann.com. Green Apple Books, 506 Clement, S.F., 
387-2272, www.greenapplebooks.com. 

Sparring with Beatnik Ghosts: The Frisco Kid Re- 
turns: Event honoring Beat novelist Jerry Kamstra 
with participating guests ruth weiss, A.D. Winans, 
Neeli Cherkovski, and more. Fri., May 16, 7 p.m. The 
Beat Museum, 540 Broadway, S.F., 399-9626, www. 
thebeatmuseum.org. 

Story Time in the Library: Kids aged 4 to 8 are 
encouraged to sit back and hear stories about 
nature and science. First and Third Sunday of every 
month, 10:30 a.m., free. San Francisco Botanical 
Garden, Martin Luther King Jr., S.F., 564-3239, www. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


sfbotanicalgarden.org. 

Tai Moses: Publication party for the author's na- 
ture-inspired Zooburbia: Meditations on the Wild 
Animals Among Us. Thu., May 15, 7 p.m., free. Diesel, 
A Bookstore, 5433 College, Oakland, 510-653-9965, 
www.dieselbookstore.com. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings. 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, 
Building C, Fort Mason Center, S.F., 771-1076, www. 
friendssfpl.org/?Readers_FM. 

Velro: Velvet Revolution Reading Series: Readings 
by graduating SFSU writing students. May 15-16, 
5-8 p.m., free. SFSU Campus, Cesar Chavez Student 
Center, 1650 Holloway, S.F., 338-1112, www.sfsustu- 
dentcenter.com. 

Word/Play: A bookshop vs. publisher literary competi- 
tion featuring employees of the East Bay's Pegasus 
Bookstore and San Francisco's Chronicle Books. Fri., 
May 16, 7 p.m., $10 (includes drinks). The Booksmith, 
1644 Haight, S.F., 863-8688, www.booksmith.com. 

Write Club: Star-cross’d Haters: Amy Bell, Rachel 
Bublitz, Casey Childers, Caitlin Gill, Shobha Rao, 


and Steven Westdahl compete in this month's head- 
to-head writing contest. Tue., May 20, 8 p.m., $10, 
writeclubsf.com. Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St., 
S.F., 647-2888, www.makeoutroom.com. 


The Writing Process & How to Get Published: Free 


panel discussion and Q&A session in the CCSF Visual 
Arts Building with Thomas Sayers Ellis, Kristen 
Philipkoski, and Julia Scheeres. Wed., May 14, 6-8 
p.m., free. City College of San Francisco, 50 Phelan, 
S.F., 239-3000, www.ccsf.edu. 


You're Going to Die: Poetry, Prose, and Everything 


Goes...: Death-defying readings and music by 
Casey Gardner, James the Giant, Meredith Leich, 
Tomas Moniz, Richard Howard Morrison III, Kristina 
Sergeevna Ten, and Kyle M. Terrizzi, plus an open 
mic session. Thu., May 15, 6:30 p.m., $10, yg2d.com. 
Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St., S.F., 647-2888, www. 
makeoutroom.com. 
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The AOTB's newest exhibit brings an adorable romp of 
North American river otters to Pier 39. Daily. Embar- 
cadero, S.F., 623-5300, www.aquariumofthebay.com. 


Asian Art Museum of San Francisco. Yoga: The Art 


of Transformation: Claiming to be “the world’s first 
major exhibition exploring yoga,” this historical 
overview traces the practice's evolution during the 
past two millennia via sculpture, texts, photos, films, 
and more. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
May 25. The Carved Brush: 24 artworks by Chinese 
brush painter Qi Baish. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through July 13. Enter the Mandala: Cosmic Centers 
& Mental Maps of Himalayan Buddhism: The AAM 
transforms its Tateuchi Gallery into a large-scale, 
three-dimensional mandala by recontextualizing 
Buddha paintings into the four symbolic sectors of 
a mandala's meditative form. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Oct. 26. In a New Light: The Asian 
Art Museum Collection: A display of more than 2,500 
objects from the museum's permanent collection 
explores the major cultures of Asia. Daily. 200 Larkin, 
S.F., 581-3500, www.asianart.org. 


The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 


into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, 
and other Beat Generation characters via original 
manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, personal items, 
and other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 
Sparring with Beatnik Ghosts: The Frisco Kid Re- 
turns: Event honoring Beat novelist Jerry Kamstra 
with participating guests ruth weiss, A.D. Winans, 
Neeli Cherkovski, and more. Fri., May 16, 7 p.m. 540 
Broadway, S.F., 399-9626, www.thebeatmuseum.org. 


Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Located ina 


historic cable car powerhouse, the museum displays 
a variety of cable car gear, photographs, installations 
explaining how the cars work, and several antique 
vehicles. Daily. Free. 1201 Mason, S.F., 474-1887, www. 
cablecarmuseum.org. 


California Academy of Sciences. Dark Universe: A 


new planetarium feature about dark matter and 
dark energy narrated by Neil deGrasse Tyson. 
Through Oct. 9. Animal Attraction: Exhibit about the 
wild courtship and mating strategies in the animal 
kingdom. Daily. Cosmic Collisions: Planetarium show 
about crashing astronomical interactions ranging 
from meteorites and moons to entire galaxies. Daily. 
Earthquake: Treat your senses to seismic overload 
in this exhibit that includes a walk-in Earth model 
illustrating plate tectonics, a recreation of a Victorian 
salon that shakes like two of San Francisco's most 
famous quakes, a planetarium show, interactive 
displays, and more. Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch 
as the Academy's flightless friends are offered their 
breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral 
Reef Dive: Scientists dive into the Academy's live 
coral tank and offer live explanations of its denizens. 
Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: Get 
up close and personal with some of the Academy's 
scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. Sharks 
and Rays: Learn about the Reef Lagoon’s residents. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. NightLife: Thursdays, 
6-10 p.m. $10-$12. calacademy.org/events/nightlife. 
Skulls: Nearly 650 bony domes fill the 4,000 square 
feet of this large exhibit featuring animal skulls 
that run the gamut in size from a tiny bird to a giant 
elephant. May 16-Nov. 30. Family Nature Crafts: 
Nature-themed craftmaking for kids 5-11. Sundays, 
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Literature 


10 a.m. 55 Music Concourse, S.F., 379-8000, www. 
calacademy.org. 


California Historical Society Museum. Juana Briones 


y Su California: Pionera, Fundadora, Curandera: 
Bilingual exhibit tracing the life of Juana Briones, 
a pioneer woman whose experiences in California 
under the rule of Spain, Mexico, and the United 
States serve to illustrate the state’s multicultural 
history. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through June 
8. 678 Mission, S.F., 357-1848, www.californiahistor- 
icalsociety.org. 


Cartoon Art Museum. Pretty in Ink: The Trina Robbins 


Collection: Overlapping with the Main Library's 
exhibit of the same name, this retrospective collects 
comics, original art, and miscellaneous memorabilia 
documenting the history of female cartoonists from 
the late 19th century to today. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Aug. 24. Small Press Spotlight on 
Jon Adams: Exhibit focusing on the local illustrator 
and web comic artist. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Aug. 10. $4-$8. primazonia.com. Raw Fury: 
The Art of Mike Zeck: This look back at the artist's 
career in comix includes original cover art from The 
Amazing Spider-Man, Captain America, G.I. Joe, 
The Punisher, and others. Tuesdays-Sundays. Con- 
tinues through Aug. 10. $4-$8. Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles: In honor of the wisecracking, pizza-eating, 
sewer-dwelling reptiles’ 30th anniversary, the CAM 
presents a retrospective exhibit featuring original 
artwork from the entire first issue of Kevin Eastman 
and Peter Laird’s 1984 comic book. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Sept. 14. $4-$8. 655 Mission, S.F., 
227-8666, www.cartoonart.org. 


Charles M. Schulz Museum. Social Commentary: 


Exhibit looking at American socio-political issues 
as viewed through the eyes of Peanuts characters 
over the years. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Nov. 2. Sanctuary for the Lovelorn: 
Heartbreak in Peanuts: Linus didn’t smooch Sally, 
Schroeder rebuffed Lucy, and the Little Red-Haired 
Girl never even acknowledged poor Charlie Brown's 
existence ... but even unrequited love can be funny, 
as this exhibit illustrates through the use of original 
Peanuts comic strips. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Aug. 11. From the Pen to the 
Comic Pages: Evolution of the Comic Strip: Exhibit 
illustrating (no pun intended) the steps behind the 
creation of Peanuts comics, including printing plates, 
contact sheets, photographs, and more. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through July 6. 
2301 Hardies Lane, Santa Rosa, 707-579-4452, www. 
schulzmuseum.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. To Build & Be Built: 


Kibbutz History: A look back at the birth and evolution 
of Israel's utopian communes. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through July 1. 
Designing Home: Jews and Midcentury Modernism: 
Over 120 objects illustrate Jewish contributions to 
modern architecture and design during the postwar 
boom years. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Oct. 6. Arthur Szyk and the Art 
of the Haggadah: Exhibit featuring all 48 paintings 
created by the illustrator and political cartoonist for 
his Nazi-era interpretation of this definitive Jewish 
text. Szyk’s Haggadah is considered one of the most 
illuminating and artistic ever created, his illustrations 
conveying the epic scope of suffering, escape, and 
determination central to the Haggadah’s telling and 


FAMILY ARCHITECTURE 


Kathryn Ma’s debut novel is a family epic that uses international adoption 
as a lens through which to explore race, identity, and family, as well as the 
pressures of professionalism on the private lives of contemporary women. 
Set in three parts that resemble the acts of a dramatic play (Ma is a theater 
lover and a longtime board member of the Oregon Shakespeare Festival), 
The Year She Left Us is told in four strong female voices; two are in first 
person, one is in third, and one is omniscient. There is so much subtle archi- 
tecture to the novel, and it’s so well-executed, that it’s easy to devour, but re- 
warding to savor. And that’s OK, because the characters are real and do not 
end when the book does. Ma’s first book was the story collection All That 
Work and Still No Boys, which won the 2009 Iowa Short Fiction Prize. 

Kathryn Ma starts at 7 p.m. at Books Inc. Laurel Village, 3515 Cali- 
fornia St., S.F. Free; visit booksinc.com. Evan Karp 
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THE GOOD DOCTOR 


Great news for those still mourning the departure of our favorite soft-spo- 
ken, sweater-wearing TV shrink from Law and Order: SVU; Dr. Huang is 
back! Well, not exactly, but actor BD Wong is making his San Francisco stage 
debut as, yes, a doctor — this time with roots in fourth century BCE China. 
The Orphan of Zhao is the first Chinese play to be translated in the West and 
spawned countless stage and screen adaptations. You'll have to wait until 
June to see Wong star in James Fenton’s reimagination of the classic, but 
stop by the theater during an exciting last month of rehearsals for a night of 
BD Wong and A.C.T. Artistic Director Carey Perloff in conversation. Wong 
and Perloff will cover a wide range of topics, including Wong’s career, grow- 
ing up in San Francisco, and his upcoming A.C.T. debut. Wong has been an 
accomplished stage actor for quite some time — he received an impressive 
number of accolades for his performance in M. Butterfly in 1988 — but we're 
sure he'll entertain a question or two about his upcoming, single-episode re- 
turn to the SVU universe for all the Huang devotees in the audience. 

BD Wong and A.C.T. Artistic Director Carey Perloff in Conversation 
starts at 7:30 p.m. at A.C.T’s Geary Theater, 415 Geary St., S.E Admis- 
sion is $20; visit www.act-sf.org. Neha Talreja 


retelling. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through June 29. Black Sabbath: The Secret 
Musical History of Black-Jewish Relations: An inter- 
active exhibit featuring music and video recordings 
that illustrate the cultural influences shared by Jews 
and African-Americans alike, including performances 
in such genres as jazz, soul, showtunes, and more. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Drop-In Art 
Making: Weekly art workshops for kids and families. 
Sundays, 1-3 p.m. free with museum admission. 736 
Mission, S.F., 655-7800, www.thecjm.org. 

de Young Museum. Shaping Abstraction: Works by 
American abstractionists from the early-to-middle 
part of the 20th century. Tuesdays-Sundays. Con- 
tinues through Jan. 4. The Bay Bridge: A Work in 
Progress, 1934-1936: Photographic documentation 
of the original Bay Bridge under construction. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through June 1. Fri- 
day Nights at the de Young: An art-focused happy 
hour in the museum's main court with special 
performances, live music, and hands-on activities. 
Fridays, 5 p.m. Continues through Nov. 28. Free. 50 
Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, S.F., 750-3600, www. 
deyoungmuseum.org. 

Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explor- 
atorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze 
designed to heighten one’s awareness of the sense 
of touch — reopens at the new location after a slight 
redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in addition to 
regular museum admission). Permanent Galleries: 
The family science museum's gigantic new complex 
is split into six separate gallery sections that focus 
on human behavior, senses & perception, biology, the 
environment, and much more — all with the Explorato- 
rium’s famously whimsical and interactive features. 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Full-Spectrum 
Science: Exploratorium scientist Ron Hipschman lets 
you have fun with physics via hands-on activities and 
demonstrations that explore physical phenomena 
like sound, color, temperature, etc. Third Thursday 
of every month, 7 p.m.; Third Sunday of every month, 
2 p.m. Soundscapes: A series of artist-created audio 
experiments and interactive sound installations. 
Tuesdays, Fridays. Continues through June 1. Saturday 
Cinema: Weekly thematic film screenings presented 
in the Kanbar Forum by the Exploratorium’s Cinema 
Arts program. Saturdays. Free with museum admis- 
sion. Pier 15, S.F., 528-4444, www.exploratorium. 
edu. Fort Mason. Outdoor Exploratorium: Outdoor 
art and science exhibit. Daily. Free. Fort Mason, S.F., 
345-7500, www.fortmason.org. 

The Holocaust Center of Northern California. Let- 
ters: 1938-1946: Letters selected from the center's 
archives that detail the harrowing danger of living 
in Nazi-occupied Europe. Mondays-Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 121 Steuart, S.F., 777-9060, www. 
tauberholocaustlibrary.org. 

Legion of Honor. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain 
from England and continental Europe. Daily. Matisse 
from SFMOMA: With its own home currently shuttered 
for renovations, the SFMOMA loans 23 of the famed 
French Impressionist’s works to the Legion of Honor 
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for a 10-month spell. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Sept. 7. Intimate Impressionism from the 
National Gallery of Art: The temporary closure of 
the National Gallery's East Building in Washington, 
D.C., means a few dozen paintings — including works 
by Manet, Monet, Pissarro, Renoir, Seurat, and van 
Gogh — take up summer residence in Lincoln Park. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Aug. 3. $11-$24. 
100 34th Ave., S.F., 750-3600. 

Oakland Museum of California. Viny!: The Sound and 
Culture of Records: Record collectors have long 
known that album covers are some of the best art 
around. This exhibit presents not just covers but 
interviews with record collectors, listening stations 
that let groups of people listen to the same song, and 
even live music. It’s old school and new school, re- 
volving around an analog product that is still hanging 
on to its place in the culture. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through July 27. SuperAwesome: Art and 
Giant Robot: Eric Nakamura — the man behind Giant 
Robot magazine and its spinoffs — guest curates 
this exhibit of Asian-American pop culture that 
takes many forms, including murals, illustrations, 
installations, photos, toy figures, and more by 
Sean Chao, David Choe, Luke Chueh, Hamburger 
Eyes, Kozyndan, Masakatsu Sashie, Rob Sato, Amy 
Sol, Deth P Sun, Adrian Tomine, and many others. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through July 27. 
giantrobot.com. 1000 Oak, Oakland, 510-238-2200, 
Wwww.museumca.org. 

The Presidio Trust. Crown Jewels: Five Great National 
Parks Around the World and the Challenges They 
Face: Exhibit showcasing parks in Africa, Amazonia, 
Australia, Italy, and Tibet, with a focus on the ecolog- 
ical issues that threaten their continued existence. 
Wednesdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues 
through Aug. 17. 103 Montgomery, S.F., 561-5300, 
www.presidio.gov. 

Randall Museum. Drop-In Family Ceramics Workshop: 
Each week the Randall offers drop-in pottery and 
ceramics workshops. Saturdays, 10:15 a.m. $6. Drop-In 
Science Workshop: Each week kids and parents can 
participate in artistic activities that illuminate some 
aspect of science. Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. $4. Meet 
the Animals: Live presentations about the animals 
who live at the museum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 
Museum, S.F., 554-9600, www.randallmuseum.org. 

San Francisco Airport Museum. Dual Natures in 
Ceramics: Eight Contemporary Artists from Korea: 
May 17-Feb. 22. SFO International Terminal, S.F., 
650-821-6700. 

UC Berkeley Art Museum. Rebar: Kaleidoscope: A 
colorfully modular and interactive seating sculpture 
from the inventors of the parklet. Through Dec. 20, 
2015. 2626 Bancroft, Berkeley, 510-642-0808, www. 
bampfa.berkeley.edu. 

USS Hornet Museum. Living Ship Day: A monthly round 
of historical re-enactments, guest speakers, live 
bands, and naval nostalgia. Third Saturday of every 
month, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Pier 3, Alameda Point, Alameda, 
510-521-8448, www.uss-hornet.org. 

The Walt Disney Family Museum. Magic, Color, Flair: 


The World of Mary Blair: A career-spanning retrospec- 
tive of the artist whose vibrant and stylized designs 
influenced such memorable mid-century Disney films 
as Alice in Wonderland and Peter Pan. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Sept. 7. 
Leading Ladies and Femmes Fatales: The Art of Marc 
Davis: More than five dozen conceptual drawings, 
paintings, cels, and other artworks illustrate the 
creation of iconic Disney women, ranging from the 
good (Cinderella, Aurora, Tinker Bell) to the wonder- 
fully wicked (Maleficent, Cruella de Vil). Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Nov. 3. 104 
Montgomery, S.F., 345-6800, www.waltdisney.org. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Kota Ezawa: 
Boardwalk: A 2-D recreation of the Funtown Pier 
boardwalk and amusement park in Seaside Heights, 
NJ — the destruction of which became an iconic 
image of Hurricane Sandy's wrath — constructed in 
the YBCA's Third Street courtyard. Through Nov. 30, 
2015. Free. Public Intimacy: Art & Other Ordinary Acts 
in South Africa: The SFMOMA and YBCA join forces 
for this group exhibit that illustrates the ways five 
South African artists attempt to inject creativity 
into quotidian social activities. Photography is a 
particular focus, with images from such stalwart 
South African photographers as David Goldblatt 
and Zanele Muholi. Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through June 29. Jacqueline Kiyomi Gordon: It Only 
Happens All of the Time: Sculptural sound installation 
by the Los Angeles audio artist and SFAI/Stanford 
grad. Fridays-Sundays. Continues through June 15. 
701 Mission, S.F., 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 


THEATER 


American Utopias: Monologuist and cultural commen- 
tator Mike Daisey presents his new solo performance 
about Burning Man, Disney World, and the Occupy 
movement. May 16-17, 7:30 p.m., $25-$35, ybca.org/ 
mike-daisey. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 
Mission, S.F., 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 

At the White Rabbit Burlesque: A fully staged 
theatrical production — loosely based on Lewis 
Carroll's beloved creatures — featuring burlesque 
performances by Red Velvet, IfnWhendy, Laika Fox, 
Ophelia Coeur de Noir, Tornado Supertrouble, and 


STARTS FRIDAY! 


ALSO PLAYING 


Mikka Bonel. Presented as part of this year’s DIVAfest. 
Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through May 
24, $10, divafest.info. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, S.F., 
673-3847, www.theexit.org. 

Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical revue 
spoofs pop culture with extravagant costumes. 
Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, beachblanketbaby- 
lon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 Green, S.F., 421-4222, www. 
beachblanketbabylon.com. 

Chasing Mehserle: In the follow-up to Mirrors in Every 
Corner, Oakland playwright Chinaka Hodge examines 
the aftermath of Oscar Grant's murder with an 
immersive theatrical work including art installations 
and video maps. Co-presented by Intersection for 
the Arts, Campo Santo, the Living Word Project, and 
Youth Speaks. Thursdays-Sundays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through May 24, $25. Intersection for the Arts, 925 
Mission, S.F., 626-2787, www.theintersection.org. 

Communiqué No. 10: Cutting Ball Theater's Rob Melrose 
translates French playwright Samuel Gallet's dramatic 
examination of his nation’s simmering racial tensions. 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through May 25, 
$10-$50, cuttingball.com. Exit Theatre on Taylor, 277 
Taylor, S.F., 673-3847, www.sffringe.org. 

The Crazed: Local writer Sally Dawidoff adapted Ha 
Jin's novel of the same name to create this new 
Central Works play about a young Chinese student, 
his bed-ridden professor, and political paranoia on 
the eve of the Tiananmen Square Massacre. Starting 
May 15, Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m. 
Continues through June 22, $15-$28, centralworks. 
org. Berkeley City Club, 2315 Durant, Berkeley, 510- 
848-7800, www.berkeleyhistorichotel.com. 

The Crucible: Revival of Arthur Miller's iconic play 
directed by Stuart Bousel. Starting May 16, Sundays, 7 
p.m.; Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through 
June 22, $15-$35. The Custom Made Theatre Co., 
1620 Gough, S.F., 798-2682, www.custommade.org. 

Dracula: Kellerson Productions tries to inject some 
fresh blood into Bram Stoker's classic vampire tale 
in this new adaptation directed by Becky Hirschfeld. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through May 
31, $30-$35, kellersonsdracula.brownpapertickets. 
com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, 
www.sheltontheater.com. 

DuBarry Was a Lady: Bruce Vilanch takes the lead 


in 42nd Street Moon's revival of the Cole Porter 
musical comedy. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through May 18, $25-$75, 42ndstmoon.org. Eu- 
reka Theatre, 215 Jackson, S.F., 788-7469, www. 
theeurekatheatre.com. 

Feisty Old Jew: Charlie Varon shakes his figurative fist 
at 21st century San Francisco culture in this fictional 
comic monologue directed by David Ford. Starting 
May 17, Saturdays, Sundays, 5 p.m. Continues through 
July 13, $25-$100. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 
S.F., 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 
songs and sketches that take a humorous look at 
the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., 
$34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

Geezer: Geoff Hoyle's solo tour-de-force transforms 
normally heavy themes — like aging, decline, and 
death — into comedy. Saturdays, 3 p.m.; Wednesdays, 
8 p.m. Continues through May 24, $25-$100. The 
Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 510-704-8291, 
www.themarsh.org. 

The Girl from Maxim's: A.C.T. Master of Fine Arts 
Program student performance. Wed., May 14, 7:30 
p.m.; Fri., May 16, 7:30 p.m., $20. A.C.T. Costume Shop 
Theater, 1117 Market, S.F., 749-2228, www.act-sf.org. 

The Good, the Bad, and the Improvised: BATS Improv 
creates anew Western every week based on audience 
suggestions. Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through 
May 31, $17-$20, improv.org. Bayfront Theater, 16 
Marina, S.F., 474-6776. 

The Homosexuals: Chicago playwright Philip Dawkins 
makes his first foray onto a Bay Area stage with this 
witty tale about a group of gay friends. Starting 
May 16, Sundays, 2 p.m.; Wednesdays-Saturdays, 
8 p.m. Continues through June 28, $25-$45. New 
Conservatory Theatre Center, 25 Van Ness, S.F., 
861-8972, www.nctcsf.org. 

The Letters: ATC inaugurates its new performance 
space, Harry's UpStage, with this tense two-person 
drama set in the paranoid political milieu of Stalinist 
Russia. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 2 
p.m. Continues through June 1, $28-$32. Aurora 
Theatre Company, 2081 Addison, Berkeley, 510-843- 
4822, www.auroratheatre.org. 

Lovebirds: Marga Gomez solo performance directed >> 


“That rarest of theater delights —a big, noisy, sexy play in 
which argument is hot and throbbing.” —THE NATION 
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Thank you fo all of our Best Of San Francisco sponsors and attendees. 
We had agreattime and hope you did too. See you next year! 
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by David Schweizer. Saturdays, 8:30 p.m.; Fridays, 8 
p.m. Continues through May 31, $20-$100, margag- 
omez.com. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 
826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, performance 
artists, and others take the stage at this regular 
staging of works in progress. Mondays, $7. The 
Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 826-5750, www. 
themarsh.org. 

Much Ado About Nothing: The African-American 
Shakespeare Company brings the Bard’s 17th century 
rom-com into the 20th century with Leontyne Mbele- 
Mbong and Ryan Vincent Anderson starring in the 
respective roles of Beatrice and Benedick (and Ella 
Fitzgerald providing a little musical help along the 
way). Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 3 p.m. Continues 
through May 25, $12.50-$50, african-americanshakes. 
org. Buriel Clay Theater, 762 Fulton, S.F., 762-2071, 
www.african-americanshakes.org. 

Nantucket: Mark Kenward solo show about growing 
up on the famous East Coast island where life is 
not always a vacation. Thursdays, Saturdays, 7 p.m. 
Continues through June 14, $25-$100, markkenward. 
com/nantucket. The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, 
Berkeley, 510-704-8291, www.themarsh.org. 

Our Lady of 121st Street: A.CT. Master of Fine Arts Program 
student performance. Thu., May 15, 7:30 p.m.; Sat., May 
17, 7:30 p.m., $20. A.C.T. Costume Shop Theater, 1117 
Market, S.F., 749-2228, www.act-sf.org. 

The Pas De Quatre: DIVAfest presents an updated 
workshop rendering of Margery Fairchild’s play that 
imagines the stories behind the development of Jules 
Perrot’s 1845 ballet divertissement. Fri., May 16, 8 
p.m.; Sat., May 17, 8 p.m.; Fri., May 23, 8 p.m., $15, 
divafest.info. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, S.F., 673-3847, 
www.theexit.org. 

Pearls Over Shanghai: The Cockettes Musical: You 
can’t keep a good Cockette down, so the Thrillped- 
dlers are bringing back this raucous drag mock-opera 
— previously described by SF Weekly's Chris Jensen 
as “The Mikado by way of Ziggy Stardust, witha little 
John Waters thrown in to keep the audience from get- 
ting too comfortable” — for the fifth anniversary of 
its original 2009 revival. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. 
Continues through June 28, $30-$35, thrillpeddlers. 
com. The Hypnodrome, 575 10th St., S.F., 377-4202, 
www.thrillpeddlers.com. 

Rat Girl: Kristin Hersh’s memoir of music and madness 
is adapted for the stage in this adventurous theater 
performance featuring live versions of Throwing 
Muses songs to accompany the onstage drama. 
Presented as part of this year’s DIVAfest. Thurs- 
days-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through May 24, 
$15-$25, divafest.info. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, S.F., 
673-3847, www.theexit.org. 

Saturday Write Fever: S.F. Theater Pub’s Stuart 
Bousel and Megan Cohen host this “writing sprint” 
where hastily penned thematic monologues get 
performed before the ink even gets a chance to dry. 
Third Saturday of every month, 8:30 p.m., free. Exit 
Theatre, 156 Eddy, S.F., 673-3847, www.theexit.org. 

Seminar: Four wannabe writers and a less-than-ideal 
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SPRING FAREWELL 


teacher reveal some unbecoming truths about the 
creative class in this satire by New York playwright 
Theresa Rebeck. Saturdays, 3 & 8 p.m.; Fridays, 8 
p.m.; Tuesdays-Thursdays, 7 p.m.; Sun., May 18, 2 p.m.; 
Sun., June 1, 2 p.m.; Sun., June 8, 2 p.m. Continues 
through June 14, $30-S100. San Francisco Playhouse, 
450 Post, S.F., 677-9596, www.sfplayhouse.org. 

Shotz: Who Owns San Francisco?: A half-dozen 
ultra-short plays by Andre Abrahamians, Anna Heath, 
Jonathan Luskin, Conan Moats, Aeron Macintyre, 
and Gina Pensiero address the give-and-take (OK, 
mostly take) of life in the city. Tue., May 20, 8 p.m., 
$10. Tides Theatre, 533 Sutter, S.F., 399-1322, www. 
tidestheatre.org. 

Sleeping Cutie: A Fractured Fairy Tale Musical: 
Financial malfeasance and rock ‘n’ roll dreams 
make strange bedfellows in this lighthearted world 
premiere from PlayGround and Off a Cliff Produc- 
tions. Through May 14; Through May 21, $30-$40, 
playground-sf.org. The Thick House, 1695 18th St., 
S.F., 401-8081, www.thickhouse.org. 

The Speakeasy: World premiere of the Boxcar The- 
atre’s new “immersive” theatrical production in 
which attendees can move freely among multiple 
rooms while a large troupe of actors and musicians 
recreate dramatic scenes set in a Prohibition-era 
club/casino. In keeping with the speakeasy theme, 
the performance location is kept undisclosed until 
the day of the show. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 7:30 
p.m. Continues through June 21, $65-$100+, the- 
speakeasysf.com. Boxcar Playhouse, 505 Natoma, 
S.F., 776-1747, www.boxcartheatre.org. 

The Suit: Romantic betrayal takes titular form in this 
music-infused, bittersweet drama set in Johannes- 
burg and starring Jordan Barbour, lvanno Jeremiah, 
and Nonhlanhla Kheswa. Tuesdays-Sundays, 8 p.m. 
Continues through May 18, $20-$110, act-sf.org/. 
American Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 Geary, 
S.F., 149-2228, www.act-sf.org. 

Teach for America: A.C.T. Master of Fine Arts Program 
and Young Conservatory student performance. May 
14-17, 7:30 p.m.; Sat., May 17, 2 p.m., $20, act-sf. 
org. Theater at the Children’s Creativity Museum, 
221 Fourth St., S.F., 820-3320, www.creativity.org. 

Tipped & Tipsy: Jill Vice plays bartender Candy — and 
more than a dozen other characters — in this solo 
performance that won top honors at last year’s San 
Francisco Fringe Festival. Saturdays, 5 p.m. Continues 
through May 17, $15-$50. The Marsh Theater, 1062 
Valencia, S.F., 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind: A twice-weekly 
theater experiment in which the S.F. Neo-Futurists 
attempt to perform 30 short plays ... inrandom order 
... ina mere 60 minutes ... with a ticking timeclock to 
keep them honest. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., $15, 
sfneofuturists.com. Boxcar Playhouse, 505 Natoma, 
S.F., 776-1747, www.boxcartheatre.org. 

Tribes: Communication and connection lie at the heart 
of Nina Raine's family drama about deafness. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through May 18, $29-$99. 
Berkeley Repertory’s Thrust Stage, 2025 Addison, 
Berkeley, www.berkeleyrep.org. 


Alonzo King LINES Ballet, known for intricate choreography executed by el- 
egant dancers of supernaturally elongated proportions, presents its 
“Spring Season.” The company debuts an untitled premiere by its cele- 
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brated founder and choreographer King to music by contemporary compos- 
ers John Oswald, Michael Jon Fink, and Peter Garland. The season marks a 
turning point, with three longtime LINES dancers, Princess Grace 
award-winning Meredith Webster, former Dance Theater of Harlem princi- 
pal Caroline Rocher, and LINES ballet training program alumnus David 
Harvey bidding farewell to the company. The evening also features The Ra- 
dius of Convergence from 2008, with music by Grammy Award-winning jazz 
saxophonist Pharoah Sanders and bassist Edgar Meyer, excerpts from 
King’s 1996 work Klang, set to music by Miguel Frasconi, and excerpts from 
the 2002 work Koto, with music by Miya Masaoka. 

Alonzo King LINES Ballet presents its “Spring Season” at 8 p.m. and 
continues through May 25 at the Lam Research Theater at the Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts, 701 Howard St., S.F. Tickets are $30-$65; vis- 
it linesballet.org. Irene Hsiao 
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Moving to the Bay Area radicalized a painter's vision of landscapes. 


By Jonathan Curiel 


In every creative field, some 
artists arrive at a particular aesthetic 
style and decide that’s it. That’s 
them. Forever. (Hello, Woody Allen. 
Hello, Kenny G.) Then there’s saxo- 
phonist John Coltrane, architect I.M 
Pei, and others who decide they have 
to experiment — damn their past 
successes, damn (if need be) their 
longtime fans. Such is the case for 
painter Judith Belzer, whose new 
work is an explosive torrent of color- 
ful wiggles, swirls, triangulations, 
crests, gradations, and vistas that are 
aerial maps of Belzer’s active imagi- 
nation. Belzer’s early paintings were 
much quieter, and much more fixated 
on small scenes of nature. 

Belzer’s older work garnered a 
modicum of attention at select ex- 
hibits. Belzer’s new work is garner- 
ing critical praise at exhibits coast 
to coast, including from ARTnews 
(“painterly sweeps across canvas- 
es”) and New York magazine (“richly 
sketchy panoramic landscapes”). 
And the new Belzer, at age 57, won 
one of the world’s more prestigious 
awards: a Guggenheim fellowship, 
which Belzer began earlier this 
year. Belzer’s latest offerings line 
the walls of San Francisco’s George 
Lawson Gallery in a show titled, 
“Paths of Desire.” 

Belzer’s artistic transformation 
began in 2003, when she and her 
husband, writer Michael Pollan, 


moved from a small Connecticut 
town to north Berkeley. Before, 
Belzer was enveloped by the greater 
expanse of nature. In Berkeley, Bel- 
zer experienced — just by looking 
from the hills of her neighborhood 
— geographic demarcations where 
parks abut urban neighborhoods, 
and waterways parallel crowded 
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Judith Belzer/Courtesy of George Lawson Gallery 


Sort of somewhere, sort of 
nowhere. 


freeways. Belzer’s canvases capture 
this crazy quilt of connected parts, 
all from distorted bird’s-eye per- 
spectives and all with an artistic 
energy, playfulness, and freneti- 
cism that is hard to resist, even if 


The View From Berkeley 


some of Belzer’s fans pine for her 
older artwork, which she’s not do- 
ing anymore. 

“Some people come out of the 
woodwork and ask for a series from 
before, and say, ‘Do you have any 
of those berry paintings left or any 
of those tree paintings left?’” says 
Belzer. “And I’ll say, ‘Well, there 
aren't any left.’ And they say, ‘Can’t 
you make another one?’ And I'll 
say, Not really.’ For me, it’s not like 
that.” 

Knowledgeable art-goers who 
see Belzer’s new paintings often say 
they resemble the work of Wayne 
Thiebaud and Richard Diebenkorn, 
who've also used landscapes to 
make quasi-abstractions. The com- 
parison is meant as an unassailable 
compliment since Thiebaud and 
Diebenkorn are two of the most 
towering figures in the history of 
American (and Bay Area) painting. 
But the resemblance to Thiebaud 
and Diebenkorn is pure coinci- 
dence, Belzer says. And her art- 
work, unlike the work of Thiebaud 
and Diebenkorn, avoids mirroring 
specific locations. Where Thiebaud 
creates a 2001 painting like Ponds 
and Streams that is clearly based on 
a location near his Sacramento-area 
home, Belzer’s works are geograph- 
ic inventions that never mention 
location. Each piece at George 
Lawson Gallery is titled with just 
a number, as in Paths of Desire #2. 
Because Belzer leaves out specifics, 


art-goers are free to fill in their own 
ideas, giving them more leeway to 
interpret Belzer’s paint strokes. 
That’s what Belzer wants. Being 
open to her own surroundings is 
how Belzer gradually discovered 

a new way of painting in the Bay 
Area, even if she hesitated at first. 

“I was a pretty resistant mover,” 
says Belzer. “I was in my mid-to- 
late-ish 40s, and I was continuing 
along in the vein I had been work- 
ing in, which was to look up very 
close at the landscape and try to 
invite a more intimate relationship 
with the landscape. The biggest 
shock I felt when I moved across 
the country was how much smaller 
you feel in the landscape. It was a 
shift in scale.” 

Like any “sudden evolution,” the 
roots of Belzer’s earlier work can 
be found in her new paintings. In 
her series “The Inner Life of Trees” 
from 2008, which examined the 
textures of trees, nature occupied 
center stage. In her new paintings, 
nature’s brown and green surfaces 
play a supporting role, colliding 
and overlapping with competing el- 
ements that are just as alive, just as 
desirous to expand in any direction 
possible, any way possible. 


Judith Belzer: “Paths of Desire” 


Through May 31 at George 
Lawson Gallery, 315 Potrero, 
S.F. Free; call 703-4400 or visit 
georgelawsongallery.com. 





Know Your Street Art 


Death and 
the Maiden 


500 Jessie St. (at Sixth St.) 


Lango Oliveira is one of San 
Francisco’s premier tattoo artists, but 
he has also been doing indelible street 
art half his life, and these two pursuits 
overlap when people see his work on 
buildings and ask for the same image 
on their bodies. Oliveira’s street art is 
on prominent display around the city, 
including two works side by side on Jes- 
sie Street: Death and the Maiden, which 
shows the grim reaper clenching a red- 
haired woman, and an untitled piece 
featuring two snarling hyenas about to 
fight over a fresh kill. Both works are 
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about violence and the challenge of 
staying alive during tenuous times. 

The 500 block of Jessie is a dead- 
end street that’s traversed by an 
eclectic mix of people, including the 
homeless, drug-users, working class, 
hipsters, techies, tourists, and police. 
In other words, almost anything goes 
in this corridor, where Oliveira paint- 
ed both works in 2012. His Death and 
the Maiden was influenced by historic 
paintings with a similar theme, done 
by such artists as Egon Schiele and 
Edvard Munch. 

“Tm really into classical paintings, 
and I wanted to do my own version,” 
says Oliveira, who usually goes by his 
first name only. “Plus it’s something 
that reminds us about mortality. And 
I wanted to paint it in that area be- 
cause there is a lot of drug use there, 
so | think it fits the scene. It’s a rough 
area. It’s hard to paint there because 
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of the amount of people around 
there. I was constantly harassed by all 
sorts of crackheads and crazy people. 
But I work in the street, so I know 
how to deal with that. Even with all 
my street knowledge, it was intense. 
In fact, it was the most intense place 
that I ever painted.” 


EAT MUSIC 


Oliveira, who works fulltime at a 
Mission District tattoo parlor, was 
invited to paint on Jessie Street by 
the owner of Club Six, a nightspot 
that has since shut down. Oliveira 
has about 10 works of street art 
viewable around San Francisco and 
Oakland. His newest work, at Howard 
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and Mary streets (between Fifth and 
Sixth streets), Tristeza a solidao, has 
Oliveira’s distinct touches: a woman's 
prominent face amid streams of red 
that flare outward. It’s a majestic 
image that you can easily imagine on 
someone’s torso, or in a museum. 

“All the time,” says Oliveira, asked 
how often people ask him to tattoo 
his street art on their bodies. “It’s not 
the same medium, so it’s not like I can 
go and grab whatever I paint on a wall. 
Some of what I paint doesn’t translate 
as a tattoo. I have to do adjustments 
or say that I can’t do it.” 

Death and the Maiden would work 
as a tattoo, he says, while his menac- 
ing hyenas would not because the im- 
age is too horizontal. “You don’t find 
anywhere on your body something 
like that,” he says. “You can tattoo 
anything. But the point is whether or 
not it’s going to look good.” JC 
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The Princess 
andthe 
Whore 


By Siouxsie Q 


I was sweating. My heart was 
beating fast and hard in my ears. I had 
been dreaming of this day for a long 
time, saving my money and counting 
down the days. I had been nervous that 
maybe she would be busy or unavailable 
on the day I could finally get time off 
work to visit, but there she was, right be- 
fore my eyes. I had seen her in photos 
and videos before, but it was a whole dif- 
ferent experience seeing her in real life. 
She was exactly how I like my women — 
regal, enchanting, and cruel. She beck- 
oned me towards her and I stepped 
forward with bated breath. I could smell 
her sweat through her 
dress. She was hot. So 
was I. Her eyes zeroed 
in on me like she was 
stalking prey. Her up- 
per lip curled into an 
evil smile. 

“May I kneel be- 
side you, your High- 
ness?” I begged. 

“You have very 
good manners,” she 


said. Her voice was j 
like velvet. “You may.” vr | 
My heart soared 


_ | . 
: 
with glee as I knelt hd 7 ) > a 
beside her, grinning i ' ; . 
from ear to ear. “ 

“Say ‘Mickey!” : 
said the photogra- . 


Isabel Dresler/isabeldreslerphotography.com 


pher, and snapped a 
photo of me and The Wicked Queen 
in front of Sleeping Beauty’s castle in 
Disneyland. I was in heaven. 

I recently made my pilgrimage 
south to pay my tithe to the great 
golden mouse of capitalism. During 
the second annual Yo Ho: Harlots Day 
at Disneyland. 

Yo Ho, organized by Bay Area 
kink professionals Mona Darling and 
Penny Barber, is a sex worker retreat 
to the happiest place on earth. The 
weekend offers an opportunity for sex 
workers to network with other folks 
in the business, as well as “ride the 
rides, have fun with their families, see 
the shows, and make sexual innuen- 
dos in line at the Corn Dog Castle.” 

As sex workers, our business is 
fantasy, and I certainly need to take a 
break sometimes and let someone else 
create the magic for a change. Disn- 
eyland is where I go to recharge my 
batteries so I can keep making dreams 
come true. When I feel like I’m getting 
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I pay for an annual pass to Disney- 
land, about the same amount of mon- 
ey people spend on a two-hour session 
with me. Some people choose to spend 
their entertainment dollars on things 
like Call of Duty or a subscription to 
FacialAbuse.com. Some people indulge 
in “the girlfriend experience” every 
few months. I go to Disneyland. 

My favorite part of Disneyland, 
by far, is meeting the characters. The 
experience is one-half Santa Claus 
visit, one-half strip-club visit. I always 
walk away thinking, “Wow! I think she 
really liked me.” 

I've waited in line for more than 
an hour with hundreds of other 
people in the scorching Southern 
California sun, just to take a picture 
and have a 30-second conversation 
with a 19-year-old girl dressed like 
Tinkerbell. But those 30 seconds were 
priceless. I got flustered. I tripped 
over my words. But it seemed like she 
didn’t notice. She was just so pretty. 
It’s like suddenly 
we were the only 
two people who 
existed on the 
planet. She batted 
her eyelashes and 
softly touched the 
tattoo on my arm. 
We made small 
talk and she said 
something charm- 
ing and perfect 
about Neverland 
and asked me if I 
had any pixie dust. 
For a split second, 
I wondered if she 
was actually prop- 
ositioning me. I 
allowed myself the 
tiniest moment to 
fantasize about her and me snorting 
lines of pixie dust and fucking in a 
golden pirate ship on the Peter Pan’s 
Flight ride. I quickly snapped out of it 
and smiled for my picture. My cheeks 
blushed as I shyly waved goodbye to 
the adorable blond pixie. 

I can hear you judging me. Don't. 
I've seen the way the princesses and 
pixies giggle and toss their hair. They 
use the very same tactics that I use in 
sessions with my clients. They focus 
on me, keep it light, and charm my 
pants off. It’s deeply refreshing to be 
on the receiving end of all that energy 
for a change. They are professionals 
at Disneyland, and I respect that; 
but thank God cast members aren't 
allowed to accept tips. If Disney char- 
acters hustled for cash like strippers, 
this weekend would have left me pen- 
niless. I think I come to Disneyland for 
the same reason my clients come to 
see me: to escape into a world of fanta- 
sy and believe (at least for 90 minutes) 
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that the world is full of heroes and 
everyone gets a happy ending. 


close to burning out on blow jobs and 
porn sets, I know that all I needis a 
spoonful of sugar and a weekend trip 
to Anaheim. 


» (oogle play 


App Store 


SiouxsieQ@SFWeekly.com 
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FILM REVIEWS 


The Double 
Rated R. Opens Friday 
at Opera Plaza Cinema. 
Dostoyevsky’s novella becomes a black 
comedy with Jesse Eisenberg as a timid 
office drone taunted by his cocky 
lookalike. That makes three doppel- 
ganger films in as many months, which 
probably says something about how 
virtual life has left us feeling fractured 
and restless. And although it comes on 
the heels of The Face of Love and Enemy, 
director Richard Ayoade’s precocious 
scheme, co-written with Avi Korine, 
has the extra resonance that comes 
from being a showpiece for the actor 
who also played the founder of Face- 
book. Designed to resemble a dim-view 
future as imagined by a deeply bureau- 
cratic past, this movie is visually styl- 
ized to within an inch of its life, but 
there’s unity between its people and 
machinery (Wallace Shawn is almost 
too-perfectly cast as a blockhead boss), 
and brilliance in the characterization of 
Eisenberg’s meek functionary: so to- 
tally anonentity that he faints at the 
appearance of his double, whereupon 
nobody else in the office even really 
registers the resemblance. Then the 
girl he likes, played by Mia Wasikow- 
ska, gives him the time of day only to 
get an introduction to his better ver- 
sion. Ever brisk and intricately wry, The 
Double is less a gut-punch than a head- 
swirl — whereby Ayoade, the star of 
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The IT Crowd who also was the funniest 
presence in The Watch and directed 
Submarine, puts his Cambridge Foot- 
lights training to good long-game use. 
Jonathan Kiefer 


Million Dollar Arm 

Rated PG. Opens Friday 

at the AMC Van Ness 14. 
What’s so bad about feeling good, any- 
way? Based on the true story of the first 
Indian citizens to play professional 
baseball, Craig Gillespie's globetrotting 
Million Dollar Arm is an exemplar of a 
Feel Good Movie (Disney, Sports Divi- 
sion), and damn if it doesn’t work. Not 
having much luck signing that one 
American player who can make his ca- 
reer, sports agent JB Bernstein (Jon 
Hamm) travels to India in hopes of find- 
ing a cricket pitcher he can mold into a 
baseball pitcher. The first act is Bern- 
stein as the fish out of water in India, 
but the heart is Bernstein's 18-year-old 
discoveries Rinku Singh (Suraj Sharma) 
and Dinesh Patel (Madhur Mittal) ad- 
justing to life in America, along with 
their effervescent translator Amit (Pito- 
bash). Rinku, Dinesh, and Amit’s bond- 
ing with Bernstein's tenant Brenda 
(Lake Bell) is especially touching, 
though Bernstein's arc as a Type-A louse 
who learns to open his heart never quite 
clicks, because Hamm starts off as 
charming and charismatic; he’s clearly 
avoiding doing Don Draper, but it might 
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have helped to give his character some- 
where to go in the beginning. The pic- 
ture tugs relentlessly at the 
heartstrings, and thanks to its terrific 
cast and its respect for Indian culture — 
Disney’s The World's Greatest Athlete 
this ain’t — Million Dollar Arm earns its 
sentiment. Sherilyn Connelly 


When friend requests 
go awry. 





Palo Alto 
Not Rated. Opens Friday 
at Embarcadero Center Cinema. 
There are reasons to resist Palo Alto. 
Foremost, yes, it’s another James 
Franco product, adapted from his short- 
story collection and built around an un- 
comfortably snug-fitting role for him as 
a high school girls’ soccer coach with 
predatory tendencies. Beyond that, you 
might already feel leery of amovie made 
by Francis Coppola’s granddaughter 
starring Julia Roberts’ niece and Val 
Kilmer’s son. Will it help to be assured 
that Emma Roberts generates more 
electricity from this than from all the 
other films she’s been in; that Jack 
Kilmer has screen presence in spades; 
and that one way Gia Coppola deals 
with privileges is by recognizing and re- 
vealing their limits? Sensitivity to the 
inner lives of bored and troubled teen- 
agers is sort of a Coppola family busi- 
ness, and also, historically, a thing we 
keep wanting our movies to have. 
What’s more, to situate the intense yet 
strangely immaterial vicissitudes of ad- 
olescence within the brimming field of 
Francology seems like a brave and rea- 
sonably useful project, especially since 
Coppola stays so commendably clear- 
eyed about the creep factor and the 
lonely desperation underneath it. This 
is amovie whose action amounts to its 
characters spending time being in 
moods. Also including Nat Wolff asa 
volatile troublemaker, the cast coheres 
even as the story doesn't, quite; it’s gen- 
tly done, if also underdone. But then, by 
being so light, it rises above any reasons 
to resist it. JK 
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“A CALL TO ACTION. 
A FAST, COOLLY INCENSED INVESTIGATION.” 


THE NEW YORK TIMES 


“EYE-OPENING. PULLS NO PUNCHES IN 
IS INFORMED OUTRAGE.” 


LOS ANGELES TIMES 


“HERE ISSOMETHING RARE AT THE MULTIPLEX: 
A MOVIE THAT MATTERS.” 


ROLLING STONE 


“TACKLES THE ISSUE WITH A FEROCITY THAT 
WOULD MAKE MICHAEL MOORE PROUD.” 


USA TODAY 
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BCR UAL > FILM LISTINGS 


Visit SFWeekly.com/movies for complete film listings 
*=Werecommend it. 


OPENING 


Documented The definition of what it means to be 
“American” has been muddled ever since European 
settlers committed genocide against the peoples 
already living on the landmass arbitrarily named 
after an Italian cartographer, and as writer/director 
Jose Antonio Vargas demonstrates in Documented, 
we're no closer to either consensus on the matter 
or to explicable laws. The film is essentially a per- 
sonal essay by the Pulitzer-Prize winning journalist 
Vargas, whose mother sent him from the Philippines 
to America in 1993 when he was 12. Unaware that 
his papers were forgeries until he tried to get a 
driver's license, Vargas bluffed his way through the 
system, finally coming out as undocumented in a 
2011 New York Times Magazine article — and in the 
process becoming an activist for other Americanized 
young people facing deportation through no fault 
of their own. (Notably, Vargas came out as queer 
years before he came out as undocumented, and 
his integrity prevented him from entering a sham 
marriage with a woman to get a green card.) A few 
scenes of white people saying mortifying things 
about immigration suggest that the picture could 
have gone into Borat territory, but Vargas keeps it 


emma roberts jamesfranco jack kilmer 


personal, especially concerning his estranged mother 
in Manila, and Documented mines genuine pathos 
from an unaccepted Facebook friend request. (SC) 


God's Pocket John Slattery's directorial feature 


debut has an exaggeratedly mournful air, and not 
just for recording one of the last performances by 
Philip Seymour Hoffman. The plot of God's Pocket 
turns on a sudden death and subsequent processing 
thereof, with characters struggling mightily and 
miserably to get the story straight, slant it just so 
in the local rag, pay for the funeral, and generally 
restore the tribal order of their grim and gritty 
blue-collar Philadelphia neighborhood. Adapting 
Pete Dexter's novel with Alex Metcalf, Slattery has 
the qualifications to attract good actors, including 
Hoffman, John Turturro, Richard Jenkins, and 
Eddie Marsan, but treats their characters with an 
uncertain blend of empathy and ridicule. Playing 
its intrinsic violence both for pathos and laughs, 
the story mostly just plods along, enlivened neither 
by actorly plumage of working-class significance 
nor by occasional shtick in the style of Weekend at 
Bernie's. The added presence of Slattery’s Mad Men 
co-star Christina Hendricks reveals him reflexively 
and unflatteringly transposing that show's dynamics 
into a lower socioeconomic register: Tragically let 
down by the men in her life, her character has little 
to do but perform a gradual, grief-stricken surrender. 
That leaves the audience with barely any choice but 


nat wolff 


Che New York Cimes O Critics’ Pick 


- Manohla Dargis, The New York Times 


REMARKABLE. 


BOTH OF ITS TIME AND TIMELESS.’ 


- Stephanie Zacharek, The Village Voice 


HAUNTING AND MEMORABLE. 


with a surprising sweetness at its core and a wonderful 
star performance from Emma Roberts.” 


—- Andrew O’Hehir, Salon 


HYPNOTIC. 


Coppola makes us care, capturing the fever and fleetingness 
of first love in a way that marks a born filmmaker.” 


— Peter Travers, Rolling Stone 


IMPRESSIVE A KNOCKOUT. 


- Stephen Holden, The New York Times 


— Gavin Smith, Film Comment 








A FILM BY GIA COPPOLA 


to do likewise. (JK) 

Tasting Menu It’s closing night at a fancy restaurant on 
the coast of Spain. A genial celebrity chef (Vicenta 
N'Dongo), whose movie this seems to be until it 
abandons her, has decided to step back and survey 
her life. First she'll oversee one last feast of ensemble 
rom-com melodrama, brought out in a haphazard 
array of unsatisfyingly small, bland portions. The 
restaurant's posh clientele includes a successful 
author (Claudia Bassols) and her two suitors (Jan 
Cornet, Timothy Gibbs); a pair of reticent Japanese 
investors (Togo Igawa, Akihiko Serikawa) and their 
chatterbox local handler (Marta Torné); a widowed 
countess (Fionnula Flannagan) who dines beside 
her husband's ashes and meddles unproductively 
in everyone else's affairs; and a mysterious loner 
(Stephen Rea) who exists just to add an extra layer 
of plot. Director Roger Gual seems to want to whip up 
something tasty and familiar having to do with human 
communication problems — which he himself may 
have experienced in telling his uncertain-seeming 
performers what to do. The film keeps tabs on its 
characters conscientiously, but doesn’t get us to 
care much about any of them. An unfortunate misfire 
in the movies-about-feasts milieu, it inspires only 
the weary feeling of having run out of polite dinner 
conversation and hoping for the check. (JK) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 


A FOOD 
FETISHIST’S 
DELIGHT: 


- Hollywood Reporter 


“DELIGHTFUL 
& DELICIOUS: 


- Film Ireland 
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To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), e-mail film@sfweekly.com. 


Artists’ Television Access. SFSU Experimental 
Cinema & Experimental Documentary Workshop 
Screenings: Instructors Greta Snider and Natalie Tsui 
present two programs of student experimental film 
works. Thu., May 15, 7 & 9 p.m. Free. Other Cinema: 
Optronica: Electronic/experimental music & film night 
with Headboggle, Tommy Becker, Visién Nocturna, 
excerpts from | Dream of Wires, and more. Sat., May 
17, 8:30 p.m. $7. othercinema.com. 992 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 824-3890, www.atasite.org. 

The Castro Theatre. An Evening with Ken Burns: Public 
television's prime documentary filmmaker offers a 
sneak preview of his new seven-part, 14-hour PBS 
series, The Roosevelts: An Intimate History. Wed., 
May 14, 7:30 p.m. $20-$25. cityboxoffice.com. Eighth 
Annual Epidemic Film Festival: Showcases of work by 
students from the Academy of Art's School of Acting 
and School of Motion Pictures & Television. Fri., May 
16, 4-8 p.m. free. 429 Castro, San Francisco, 621-6120, 
www.castrotheatre.com. 

Center for New Music. Henry Kaiser's Surprise Videos 
with/or About Music: The avant-improv guitarist 
screens short videos and films guaranteed to be 
full of obscure, odd, or just plain awesome music. 
Sat., May 17, 2 p.m. $7-$10. 55 Taylor, San Francisco, 
275-2466, www.centerfornewmusic.com. 

Clay Theatre. Locke: Tom Hardy (Bronson, The Dark 
Knight Rises) owns the screen — no, really, he’s the 
only one on it for the entire length of the movie — 
this tightly focused drama from the man who penned 
Eastern Promises and Dirty Pretty Things. Daily. 
God's Pocket: starting May 16. Daily. Dirty Harry: 
Remember when the Niners actually played in San 
Francisco? How about when Kezar Stadium was an 
honest-to-goodness professional sports arena? 
This movie will make you remember ... or else Clint 
Eastwood just might shoot ya, punk. Sat., May 17, 
11:59 p.m. $10. 2261 Fillmore, San Francisco, 267-4893, 
www.landmarktheatres.com/Market/SanFrancisco/ 
SanFrancisco_Frameset.htm. 

Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: Final Fantasy: 
The Spirits Within: Hosts Sherilyn Connelly, Mike 
Spiegelman, and Dan Foley discover that the Uncanny 
Valley exists even in the icy vacuum of space. Sun., 
May 18, 8 p.m. $6.99. 2263 Mission, San Francisco, 
401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Embarcadero Center Cinema. Fading Gigolo: John 
Turturro and Woody Allen star in Turturro’s new 
comedy that is, despite initial appearances, not 
actually a Woody Allen film. Daily. Only Lovers 
Left Alive: Tom Hiddleston and Tilda Swinton play 
longer-than-longtime lovers in Jim Jarmusch's 
atmospheric art-house take on the vampire movie 
genre. Daily. The Railway Man: Colin Firth stars in 
this screen adaptation of British Army officer Eric 
Lomax's memoir about struggling to overcome 
memories of wartime torture at the hands of the 
Japanese. Daily. Belle: Austenesque costume drama 
meets the decidedly inelegant subject of 18th century 
slavery in this true-life tale of Dido Elizabeth Belle, 
the illegitimate mixed race daughter of a British 
Admiral. Daily. The German Doctor: Director Lucia 
Puenzo adapts her own speculative novel about 


‘A MOVING AND 
IMATE WORK. 


what might have happened while notorious con- 
centration camp doctor Josef Mengele lived under 
an assumed name in 1960s South America. Daily. 
Palo Alto: If you missed its debut at this year’s S.F. 
International Film Festival, here's another chance to 
catch young Gia Coppola's moody cinematic adapta- 
tion of James Franco's book about an adolescence 
spent in you-know-where. Starting May 16. Daily. 
1 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 267-4893, 
www.landmarktheatres.com/market/SanFrancisco/ 
EmbarcaderoCenterCinema.htm. 

Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic film 
screenings by the Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts pro- 
gram. Saturdays. Free with museum admission. Pier 
15, San Francisco, 528-4444, www.exploratorium.edu. 

Nourse Theatre. Pop-Up Magazine: Includes the 
premiere of Sam Green's live film The Measure of 
All Things, plus guest authors and storytellers. 
Thu., May 15, 8 p.m. Sold out. popupmagazine.com. 
275 Hayes, San Francisco, 563-2463, www.cityarts. 
net/the-nourse. 

Opera Plaza Cinemas. Jeune et Jolie (Young & Beau- 
tiful): Marine Vacth stars as a secret teenage call girl 
in the latest drama from French director Francois 
Ozon. Through May 15. The Lunchbox: Warm-hearted 
romantic drama from first time Indian director Ritesh 
Batra. Daily. The Galapagos Affair: With a subtitle like 
“Satan Came to Eden,” you know things will almost 
certainly go awry in this documentary about pre-WWII 
Europeans who attempted to escape society in the 
wilds of the Galapagos Islands — but soon learned 
you can never truly escape the human beast. Daily. 
Finding Vivian Maier: John Maloof and Charlie Siskel's 
documentary portrait of a shy, emotionally troubled 
nanny who also happened to be a highly talented 
photographer whose art remained a secret until after 
her death. Daily. Tasting Menu: European ensemble 
comedy for those with light appetites. Starting May 
16. Daily. 601 Van Ness, San Francisco, 777-3456, 
www.landmarktheatres.com/market/SanFrancisco/ 
OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 

Roxie Theater. Now: In the Wings on a World Stage: 
Director Sam Mendes rejoins his American Beauty 
star Kevin Spacey in this behind-the-scenes look 
at Spacey’s epic touring version of Shakespeare's 
Richard III. Through May 15. Documented: Filmmaker 
(and Pulitzer-winning journalist) Jose Antonio Vargas 
appears in person to present a sneak preview of his 
documentary about being a gay — and undocumented 
— Filipino-American. Thu., May 15, 8 p.m. $7.50-$10. 
documentedthefilm.com. | Wake Up Dreaming 2014: 
Dark Treasures from the Warner Archive: The Roxie 
turns back the clock for 10 days of rare film noir and 
vintage crime movies from 1932-1965. May 16-25. 3117 
16th St., San Francisco, 863-1087, www.roxie.com. 

Sundance Kabuki Cinemas. Godzilla: The Japanese 
Original: With a new reboot about to hit American 
cinema screens, this newly restored 60th anniver- 
sary edition of the first Godzilla represents Toho's 
original Japanese version of the story, complete 
with anti-nuke message (and no dubbing or Raymond 
Burr). Through May 15. 1881 Post, San Francisco, 
346-3243, www.sundancecinemas.com/kabuki.html. 

Tides Theatre. Des Voix ... Found in Translation Bien- 
nial 2014: Cinema Series: Cutting Ball Theater and 
the Playwrights Foundation present screenings of 

French films corresponding 

with the Des Voix ... Found 

in Translation festival of new 

French plays. Sun., May 18, 

5:30 & 8 p.m.; Sun., May 25, 

5:30 p.m. $10. desvoixfes- 

tival.com. 533 Sutter, San 

Francisco, 399-1322, www. 

tidestheatre.org. 

Yerba Buena Center for 

the Arts. Astonishing 

Animation: The Films of 

Hayao Miyazaki and Studio 


PALO ALTO 


BASED ON THE BOOK ‘PALO ALTO: STORIES’ BY JAMES FRANCO 


TRIBECA FILM and RABBIT BANDINI PRODUCTIONS present “PALO ALTO” JAMES FRANCO EMMA ROBERTS JACK KILMER NAT WOLFF ZOE LEVIN CHRIS MESSINA 
KEEGAN ALLEN and VAL KILMER Sound Design RICHARD BEGGS Costume Design COURTNEY HOFFMAN Original Music DEVONTE HYNES ROBERT SCHWARTZMAN 
Production Designer SARA JAMIESON Editor LEO SCOTT Director of Photography AUTUMN CHEYENNE DURALD 
Produced by SEBASTIAN PARDO ADRIANA ROTARU MILES LEVY VINCE JOLIVETTE 
Based on the book ‘Palo Alto: Stories’ Written by JAMES FRANCO Written and Directed by GIA COPPOLA ins 


SPECIAL ENGAGEMENTS STARTS FRIDAY, MAY 16™ 


LANDMARK THEATRES SUNDANCE CINEMAS LANDMARK THEATRES LANDMARK SMITH RAFAEL CINEM CINEMARK 

EMBARCADERO KABUKI CINEMA CALIFORNIA THEATRES FILM CENTER CENTURY 16 CENTURY 

1 EMBARCADERO CTR, 1881 fee STREETAT THEATRES GUILD 949EL = 1118FOURTHST DOWNTOWN NAPA VALLEY 

PROMENADE LEVEL FILLMORE C 2113 KITTREDGE ST, CAMINO REAL (BETWEENA&B 125CRESCENT DRIVE 195 GASSER DR. 
1-800-FANDANGO 916# (707) 251-3780 

SAN FRANCISCO SAN FRANCISCO BERKELE MENLO PARK = SAN RAFAEL PLEASANT HILL NAPA 


(415) 352-0835 (415) 346-3243 510) 848-0620 (650) 266-9260 (415) 454-1222 
WWW_PALOALTO-MOVIE.COM 


Ghibli: Monthlong 35mm 
retrospective of the beloved 
Japanese filmmaker, with all 
your favorite cat buses, wolf 
gods, sky castles, and other 
fantastic creations paying 
a visit. Thu., May 15; Sat., 
May 17; Sun., May 18; Thu., 
May 22; Sat., May 24; Sun., 


DOCUMENTED 


a film Dy an 
undocumented American 


DEFINE 
AMERICAN) 


° May 25; Thu., May 29; Sat., 


www.documentedthefilm.com 
CCOFILMS @documentedfilm “documented 


STARTS RIALTO CINEMAS ROXIE THEATRE (Miedi tito Cm tdi 
| Foe COLLEGE AVE AT ASHBY (ais) 863. Mh vtech dipara 
- FRIDAY - 7:00 ano 9:00pm at THE ROXIE 
FRI, 5/1 6! (510) 433-9730 « BERKELEY SAN FRANCISCO SATURDAY - 4:15 ano 7:00pm at THE ELMWOOD 


May 31; Sun., June 1. $8-$10. 
701 Mission, San Francisco, 
978-2787, www.ybca.org. 
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BS ARUN a> THE COMFORTS OF HARD SCIENCE 


Uncertainty 
Principle 


Most TV snobs have com- 
pletely written off the sitcom genre, 
myself included. Networks have at- 
tempted to redefine the 30-minute 
form by losing the laugh tracks, adding 
a documentarian style, and throwing 
in some homosexuals, but they aren't 
fooling anyone. We know a sitcom 
when we see it. My refined tastes have 
instead naturally gravitated to funny 
shows that just so happen to last a half 
hour, like Silicon Valley on HBO or The 
Office. This admitted hubris, gentle 
reader, was also extended to The Big 
Bang Theory, a show | avoided like the 
plague because it seemed to reek of the 
stench of old-school sitcoms. It ap- 
peared to be an ensemble cast of odd- 
balls with a perky blonde thrown in 
(yawn) and was created by Chuck 
Lorre, who is to 
blame for an- 
other sitcom that 
[hate yet have 
never actually 
seen, Two anda 
Half Men. 

But, like so 
many outspo- 
ken blasters of 
reality TV who 
find themselves 
sucked into Mil- 
lionaire Match- 
maker (yeah, we 
see you), all of this changed for me 
last week when I was burglarized 
and left with nothing electronic in 
the house but my 2-ton TV set. Oh, 
the little shits definitely tried to take 
it. I saw their guilty handprints all 
over the top of it, carefully preserved 
in the layers of dust. I thought that 
perhaps my crappy housecleaning 
skills might finally pay off, but was 
crestfallen when the CSI tech told 
me that dust completely absorbs any 
oil from prints, rendering them use- 
less. At any rate, that night, shaking 
and violated, I buried myself under- 
neath my comforter and sought total 
and complete escapism. Suddenly 
a stupid sitcom with running jokes 
and quirky characters seemed the 
perfect panacea. 

BBT, for the uninitiated, is 
about a gaggle of geeks who work 
at Caltech in Pasadena and have 
adventures that revolve around their 
nerd obsessions (Star Trek, Stephen 
Hawking, Star Wars) and their love- 
lives. Sheldon Cooper, played by 
Emmy winner Jim Parsons, is the 
head dork; a mildly autistic asexual 
curmudgeon who somehow holds 
his friends’ loyalty despite being 
a major pain in the ass. Leonard 
(Johnny Galecki) is the relatively 
normal one, Raj (Kunal Nayyar) can 
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only talk to girls if he’s drunk, and 
Howard (Simon Helberg) lives with 
his overbearing Jewish mother. It’s 
the female characters on the show 
who drew me in though. Kaley Cuo- 
co plays Penny, the “hot one,” Mayim 
Bialik plays Sheldon’s cerebral coun- 
terpart Amy Farrah Fowler, and Me- 
lissa Rauch plays Howard’s Minnie 
Mouse-voiced girlfriend Bernadette. 

I had been DVRing the show for 
months and had hours of it lined 
up from its syndicated run. It’s 
interesting to watch a show like 
this completely out of order. In one 
episode, Penny and Leonard are in 
love. In the next, Leonard is dating 
Raj’s sister. Earlier incarnations of 
Sheldon portray him as completely 
robotic; later he proves himself to be 
a tender friend (in his own way) to 
Penny. I stayed up all night watching 
one after the other, bouncing from 
one plot to the next, slowly being 
drawn into their silly little world. It 
became a game to try and fit togeth- 

er the puzzle 
pieces from this 
fractured road 
map. I stopped 
worrying that 
every little noise 
I heard was the 
robbers coming 
back. I still got 
up now and then 
to make sure 
all my windows 
were closed and 
my blinds tightly 
drawn, but then I 
crawled back under my covers again 
and locked into Sheldon playing 
Words With Friends with Stephen 
Hawking, or Amy Farrah Fowler 
using high heels to accentuate her 
“breasts and buttocks” in an attempt 
to channel Penny. 

My friend Spike had always said 
this about Cheers: Cheers was like 
your old Uncle Stewie — solid, 
reliable, funny. You could tune in 
and see the same people juxtaposed 
against the same other people, 
with predictable outcomes that 
were somehow comforting. The 
storylines change yet are always ba- 
sically the same. 

Not much has changed since 
The Brady Bunch in that regard. But 
our brains gravitate to this stuff. 
We like to be entertained. We like 
to see patterns. We like to know 
what’s coming. Opening your door 
to find your entire house ransacked 
is not something you see coming. 
Turning on the TV and seeing How- 
ard hilariously browbeaten by his 
mother, or watching Penny pretend 
she knows what string theory is yet 
again, is something you happily an- 
ticipate. So thanks, Big Bang Theory, 
I needed that. 


Katy.StClair@SFWeekly.com 
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We Want to Be 
Your Cat’s 
Veterinarian 


Full service hospital 
offering the following: 


e Internal Medicine 
e Dentistry 
e Surgery 
e Boarding 
e Grooming 


FREE EXAM 
FOR NEW CLIENTS! 


1540 CALIFORNIA ST. 
415-776-6122 
M-F 7:30AM-6PM 
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Sheila Shahabi DDS, Inc. 
Elite Provider for Invisalign 


Crcrerity 


545 California St, Suite 170, 
San Francisco, CA 94104 


415.976.9400 


offers only valid wW/ coupon, new patients only, expires 6/30/14 
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SZ! an pou and your 11 
compantons find the clues, 

- solve the puzzles, and break 
the witch’s spell to escape the 
locked room in 1 hour? Test pour 
mental might in a live-action 
Vedlescape-the-room experience! 
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“WE LET SLIVERS OF ITS FAT DISSOLVE ON OUR TONGUES.” 


Emperor of Pork 





FiDi's Trou Normand encourages overeating with its fleshly pleasures. 


By Anna Roth 


“Le Trou Normand” is, at its 
heart, a French trick for eating beyond 
your capacity. Literally translated as 
“the Norman break,” it’s the tradition in 
Normandy of taking sips of apple 
brandy or cognac between courses of a 
rich meal to aid digestion and stimulate 
the appetite. The new FiDi restaurant 
that bears its name keeps the tradition 
alive by serving course after course of 
some of the best pork in the city, along 
with a long list of complex, nuanced 
cocktails to keep you eating more. 

Trou Normand is a spinoff of 
Bar Agricole, the SOMA restaurant 
that’s gotten accolades since its 
opening in 2010 for its excellent 
bar program and stark, beautiful, 
LEED-certified design. While that 
restaurant's poured-concrete interior 
takes modernity to the extreme, 
Trou Normand offers a warmer, 
more welcoming space befitting the 
restaurant’s place as a sort of living 
room for FiDi workers. It’s a sliver 
of a bar, L-shaped, with some of the 
tallest windows I’ve ever seen that 
let in light at lunch and happy hour 
(and breakfast, too, I'd wager — the 
restaurant serves food all day). In the 
evening, the room is suffused with a 
hazy glow from the angular lanterns 
hanging from the high ceilings. 

Its biggest design element is a 
huge line-drawing of a naked lady 
reclining above the bar, and if you 
look closely at the other oil paint- 
ings in the room, there are plenty 
of artistically rendered boobs to be 
seen. Which sounds like it could be a 
design style called Bro Moderne, but 
is really more Euro-Chic, just another 
way to convey the idea that you are 
sitting somewhere decadent and 
should act accordingly. 

So where do you start on chef 
Salvatore Cracco’s menu of 20-odd 
variations on charcuterie or salami? 
The easiest thing to do is to order 
the chef’s choice, a representative 
assortment that comes on a mas- 
sive, rough-hewn wooden cutting 
board. But you can assemble your 
own with only a little more effort. 

I was rendered speechless by a few 
of the items: the ciccia with its lush, 
intense porkiness; the finocchiona, a 
fennel-laced salami that manages to 
be light despite its grease; the Tus- 
can salami, flecked with lardo like a 
checkerboard. More were worthy, if 
not astonishing: the mulberry pate, 
the sage salami. The only off-note 
was a chicken cocci, which was a 
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little dry and uninteresting, but 
that’s what I get for ordering chicken 
sausage. 

The charcuterie plates come with 
baguettes that have the ideal ratio 
of airiness to chew, a small pile of 
fennel and dill to cut through the fat, 
and ramekins of sharp mustard and 
quivering aspic, a sort of meat jello. 
I never quite figured out what to do 
with the aspic. It 
added a sliminess to 
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ropy flavors of Armagnac, cognac, 
and Calvados, they blend into each 
other — variations on a theme, in- 
stead of something starkly different. 
You might start with a Dempsey, 
a mix of gin, Calvados, grenadine, 
and absinthe, or a Sleepyhead, with 
Armagnac, ginger, mint, and cava. 
And when you decide that another 
will absolutely put you in your cups, 
there’s a short 
list of affordable, 


the meat and bread Trou Normand mostly French wine 
I found off-putting, 140 New Montgomery, by-the-glass and 
and its mild flavor 975-0876, harder-to-find beers 
wasn’t especially trounormandsf.com. like Austrian lager 
interesting on its Hours: Mon-Fri8a.m.- and French farm- 
own. But I liked midnight. house ale. 
the gumption the a Eventually you 
restaurant showed Charcuterie plate will probably want 
in serving aspic in $19-$38 to move from 
2014, as well as the Charcuterie ala carte charcuterie to 
interesting food- $4-$10 something more 
for-thought it pro- Coasts ou substantial. Aranci- 
Jans Arancini $8 
vided. We've lost all Potato chips $4 ni are always a good 
knowledge of how Pickles $3 bar snack, little 
to eat a food that Chicken wings $12 fried balls of rice, 
was everywhere a Sandwiches $10-$11 meat, anda slight 
half century ago, Porkragu$14 hint of lemon with 
a sure sign as any Pork chop $27 a shattering crust. 


that it’s ready for a 
comeback. 

By now you're sitting at the long 
bar, or maybe in one of the large, 
cushy, communal leather booths, 
eating salami and paté with your 
fingers like an emperor, lack of inhi- 
bitions aided by a cocktail. As you'd 
expect from the Bar Agricole team, 
the drinks are spectacular. Heavy 
on citrus, richly layered with the 


EAT MUSIC 


There are house- 

made potato chips 
so thin they’re almost translucent, 
which taste simple and pure like the 
potatoes they come from, with just 
a hint of vinegar and salt. A tangy 
assortment of pickles makes an ex- 
cellent foil for all the meat. 

And then there are the chicken 

wings. God, they’re good. They’re 
seared so they have a crust, but they 


~ That's some good- 
___ looking charcuterie. 
ca ia) 


Mike Hendrickson 





were some of the softest wings I’ve 
ever encountered, the meat sliding 
off the bone with only the slightest 
provocation, and with so much fat 
youd swear they were a different 
animal altogether. They rested ona 
bed of peas three ways — shelled, in 
the pod, and in a puree with a little 
mint — and generous hunks of fatty 
guacinale. The extreme carnivore’s 
take on spring veggies. 

I ordered the wings at lunch, along 
with a pork belly sandwich, and fully 
expected the latter to be the stand- 
out. It was its first day on the menu, 
though, and still needed something. 
The pork belly was everything it 
should have been (I will still fall for 
perfectly seared pork belly even after 
all these years), and the mustard and 
sauerkraut were pleasant enough 
toppings, but it needed another ele- 
ment to balance it — maybe arugula, 
like the Italians put on porchetta. 
Other sandwiches included house- 
made sausage and broccoli raab; 
there’s also a delightfully salty, rich 
pork ragu. 

But the MVP of my visits to Trou 
Normand was the pork chop, which 
was easily the best I’ve ever eaten. 

It was huge. Salty. Sweet, in the way 
that great pork can be. It was also 
$27, but it served three of us. And 
after we ate the meat we let slivers 
of its fat dissolve on our tongues. 
You can order dessert (affogato and 
Mission Pie), but who needs sweets 
when there’s more pork fat? 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 
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FRESH EATS 


Ruth Reichl 
on Foodie 
Fiction and 
Her Favorite 
Bay Area Eats 


By Anna Roth 
To food people, Ruth Reichl 


hardly needs an introduction — she’s 
probably the most famous living food 
writer, the MFK Fischer of these restau- 
rant-obsessed times. She was edi- 
tor-in-chief of Gourmet for a decade, 
restaurant critic for The New York Times 
and Los Angeles Times before that, and 
author of three bestselling memoirs. 
Now she’s written a novel, her first. 
Delicious! tells the story of Billie 
Breslin, a young, eager food writer 
who moves from California to New 
York to take a job as assistant to the 
editor of Delicious! magazine. During 
her time there, Breslin stumbles on a 
treasure trove of letters in the mag- 
azine’s library between James Beard 
and a young girl during World War I], 
and her life is never quite the same. 
Reichl has always excelled at food 
descriptions, and Delicious! doesn’t 
disappoint. It’s a book that makes 
you hungry, whether for the 
freshly pulled mozzarel- 
la at the cheese shop 
where Breslin works 
on weekends or for 
the dumplings she 
eats on the street 
in Chinatown. And 
though the non-cu- 
linary parts of the 
plot tread familiar 
chick-lit territory 
— the man Breslin 
ends up with is ob- 
vious from his first 
introduction, the 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around town. To 
recommend a place, e-mail fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


4505 Burgers & BBQ: Ryan and Celese Farr are at 
it again, this time with a combo barbecue/burger 
shop in the old Da Pitt location on Divisadero. 
Expect by-the-pound meats, decadent sides like 
mac and cheese with 4505 frankfurters, beer and 
wine on tap, and the appropriately named Best 
Damn Cheeseburger. 705 Divisadero, 255-3094, 
4505meats.com. 

Big 4: A revamped bar/restaurant in the Huntington 
Hotel has green leather banquettes, old leather, 
oil paintings, white tablecloths, and a menu of 
old-school classics. 1075 California, 771-1140, 
big4restaurant.com. 

Dirty Habit: The Fifth Floor in Union Square's Palo- 
mar Hotel has gotten a hip makeover, complete 
with a hidden patio, a menu of small plates, 
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friends she makes come a little too 
easily, the secret in her past isn’t as 
salacious as it wants to be — overall 
the novel is a weird, plucky explora- 
tion of nourishment and what hap- 
pens when the things that nourish us 
stop doing their job. 

We caught up with Reichl by phone 
to talk fiction vs. nonfiction and what 
she misses about the Bay Area. 


SF Weekly: Why now a novel 
after so many nonfiction pieces? 
Reichl: I am addicted to fiction. 
It's my greatest pleasure. I grew up in 
publishing and I always thought that 

writing fiction was the greatest call- 
ing. I always said that if I didn’t have 
a day job I would write a novel, and all 
of a sudden [when Gourmet abruptly 
closed] I didn’t have a day job. And 

it was kind of like, I guess I have to 
do this now, or at least try. The other 
thing is, I wasn’t sure I could do it, 
and my way of getting through life is 
to always try and do something that 
I’m not sure I can do. I think it’s the 
thing that keeps you young. 


The magazine library makes a 
great setting in the novel. Were 
there a lot of letters hanging 
around at the magazines where 
you worked? 

Two things were the genesis of the 
book. One was that I found a whole 
cache of artifacts from World War II at 
a thrift store. Things from the Depart- 

ment of Agriculture, how to make a 
victory garden, how to cook on ra- 
tions, things about the Women’s 

Land Army, which I had never 

heard of, things about the 

Crops Conservation Corps, 

which Id never heard of, so 

that was all really fascinating 
to me. 

And then at the very 
end when Gourmet 
closed, the first thing 
I did was lock the 

library, because it was 

a beautifully curated 

library. Every >> p34 


Fiona Aboud 


and a long cocktail list. 12 Fourth St., 348-1555, 
dirtyhabitsf.com. 

Homeskillet: Massive portions of stick-to-your-ribs 
breakfast and lunch fare can be found at this 
Mid-Market spinoff of Little Skillet. 10017 Market, 
homeskilletsf.com. 

Schroeders: FiDi's classic beer hall has reopened 
after its modernizing renovation with a casual 
beer hall/post-work drink room in front and a 
restaurant serving upscale German-Cali cuisine 
in back. 240 Front, 421-4778, schroederssf.com. 

Smokestack: Magnolia Brewery’s long-anticipated 
expansion is finally open in Dogpatch, offering bar- 
becue, cocktails, and its usual stable of excellent 
brews. 2505 Third St., 864-7468. 

Urban Putt: The Mission's new S.F.-themed mini-golf 
course also comes with a restaurant, serving up 
foods you can eat with your fingers in between 
golf swings as well as heartier fare like deep-dish 
pizzas and sandwiches. 1096 S Van Ness, 341-1080, 
urbanputt.com. 
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BEST BURRITO 
2007-2013 





ey 
rotisserie & grill —_— 
Where Latin Fusion Meets Urban Chic 


2427 3rd St, SF 
415-913-7163 


Monday-Saturday 
8am-—3pm* & 5:30pm-10pm 


*Excluding Saturday, when we are closed for lunch. 
Service begins at 5:30pm on Saturday 


3409 24TH ST. @ VALENCIA 
Pe 


1777 FULTON ST. @ MASONIC 
415-776-0106 
WWW.PAPALOTE-SF.COM 


WWW.TWITTER.COM/PAPALOTESALSA www. gilberths.com 





HISTORIA DE LUCHA 


Graphic Art of Mexico’s 
Historical Struggles 

by Collectives in 

Asaro and San Francisco 


April and May 2014 


Come see the exhibit and enjoy 
Happy Hour with $24 Margarita Pitchers! 
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DINE-IN « TAKE OUT + DELIVERY 
Open ‘TILL Lam Every Day! 
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cookbook that had ever come out 
since 1941 had gone through there. I 
went in to look at it and found a file 
cabinet with a whole trove of letters in 
there. They weren't interesting letters. 
They were mostly recipe requests. And 
I went home and wrote the Lulu let- 
ters. Just wrote them all right then. It 
just came to me. So that was probably 
the beginning of the book. 


You spent a lot of time in the 
Bay Area. Do you think the food 
scene has changed since you 
lived here? 

It’s changed some, just because the 
money has changed it. When I moved 
to the Bay Area in 1973, we were 
food-obsessed. A group of us were 
starting restaurants, and juice bars, 
and Alice [Waters] was starting Chez 
Panisse, and Victoria Wise was doing 
Pig By the Tail [both instrumental in 
starting Berkeley’s “Gourmet Ghet- 
to”], and we were a group of people 
who were very food-obsessed but we 
were a small group. It wasn’t a big 
movement. And it was a very political 
movement, in fact. It all came out of 
this sense that we wanted to control 
the food and do honorable work, it 
came out of the free-speech move- 
ment and the antiwar movement, and 
now there’s kind of rampant food- 
ieism. It’s still probably the best place 
to be a cook of any place in America. 
The food products are extraordinary. 
It’s just now I feel like so many people 
spend their money going out to eat, 

I wander through the Ferry Building 
and I’m kind of stunned by people 
eating everywhere. It’s still a very 
vibrant, exciting place to eat. But the 
money has changed it. 

I love eating in the Bay Area. State 
Bird is so fantastic, Atelier Crenn, I 
mean, there are people who are doing 
things that no one is doing anywhere 
else. Quince and Cotogna. It’s re- 
markable. And the other thing is the 
markets. I mean, Bi-Rite? There’s not 
a Bi-Rite anyplace else. There’s not a 
Berkeley Bowl. Berkeley Bowl’s like 
Disneyland to me. I go to the Bay Area 
and just sort of wander through that 
thinking, “Oh my God, what I wouldn't 
give to have this in New York.” 


Which places do you have to 
eat when you come back? 

Chez Panisse is very dear to my 
heart. There really is no restaurant like 
that anywhere in the world. I’m really 
in love with Zuni and worried about 
what will happen now. I always try to 
go to Swan Oyster Depot because to 
me it is the Bay Area. I’ve been going 
there for a million years. 

Ruth Reichl will be in conversation 
with San Francisco Chronicle writer Leah 
Garchik on Monday, May 19, at 5:30 p.m 
at the Nourse Theatre (275 Hayes), and 
speaking and signing books on Wednes- 
day, May 21, at 6:30 p.m. at Omnivore 
Bookstore (3885 Cesar Chavez). 

Read the full interview online at 
sfweekly.com/sfoodie. 
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World-Class Live Music 
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THE NSA I$ TAPPING YOUR DRINKS. 


Setting a High Bar 


I don’t know why I feel an 
ominous shiver as I walk into Black- 
bird, on Market. I quite like the giant 
list of all the drinks they serve 
printed on canvas and hanging from 
a wall by the bar. 

The menu is also unusual for 
having cocktails on draft, which 
makes my heart beat in a way that’s 
usually reserved for extraordi- 
nary women with low standards. 
Even better, the draught cocktails 
include a Pimm’s Cup; I’ve often 
said every bar in the world should 
serve that, and it’s best made in big 
batches. 

Forget ominous feelings: I grab 
a stool near the taps. The bartend- 
er is quick to make eye contact 
and slow to take my money. She’s 
knowledgeable about the drinks, 
trying to match the cocktail 
I'd want to start with the 
kind of day P’ve had. We 
agree to kick me off 
with the One More 
Thyme (vodka, con- 
tratto bianco, cu- 
cumber, thyme), 
and it’s as refresh- 
ing as advertised. 

The row of 
single malt 
scotches against 
the back wall stuns 
me, containing 
not just the usual 
suspects but a number 
of my favorite obscure 
drams. I can’t remember 
the last time I saw any place but 
a whiskey bar have Cragganmore, 
Talisker, Bunnahabhain, and 
Ardbeg all on the menu — plus the 
Glenmorangie Nectar D’orr? Anda 
few scotches I’ve been wanting to 
try? It’s like they set that shelf just 
for me. 

I think I want to get married in 
this bar. 

Then I see it, the way you think 
you see the face of Jesus in a pan- 
cake. I snag the bartender. “Am 
I just fooling myself, or are the 
scotch bottles up there organized 
by region?” 

She smiles. They are. I swoon. 

I crane my neck to check out the 
other spirits behind the bar. I think 
they have almost all my favorites. 
Of everything. 

“It wasn’t like that when we 
started,” the bartender says. “But 
over the years we just started 
collecting, and then in the last year 
we expanded the shelves and really 
decided to go for it.” 

Seeing my interest, she gives 
me a copy of the full menu — the 
one with all the spirits listed. On 
the very first page is a defense of 
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fortified wine as “a misunderstood 
category.” 

I’ve felt that way for years. The 
ominous chill runs up my spine 
again. Has Blackbird been tapping 
my phone? 

Time for another drink. The 
Fortunato is a fascinating cocktail 
(aged rum, coconut marmalade, 
lime, lemongrass, Thai bitters) that 


could have been designed ... just ... 
for ... me. 

This is no coincidence. Is it a 
trap? 


I’m getting paranoid. It’s just a 
bar made by someone with my sen- 
sibilities. Deep breaths. 

It’s still early in the evening, but 
I’m struck by the number of people 
reading quietly in Blackbird. For 
all the clearly social elements (pool 

table in the back, lots of com- 

munal seating) it’s a great 
bar just to sit and read 
in, which I love to do. 
It’s a trap. It has 
to be. 
I check out the 
beer list. Beer lists 
almost always dis- 
appoint me. And 
sure enough, they 
.. oh wait, there’s 
several Dogfish 
Ts Head. And a number 
of Belgians, and... 
oh God, Grimbergen 
Dubbel ... the first beer 
I really fell in love with all 
those years ago. 

Why would the NSA set up a bar 
just to trap me? Or is it the Rus- 
sians? Has Dennis from Club XIII 
tracked me down at last? 

The cocktail list includes Genev- 
er, just like l used to warm myself 
in the cold Amsterdam nights. 

It must be Doug Steele. Only the 
genius behind Moscow’s Hungry 
Duck could set such a trap. But I 
thought we'd ended on good terms! 
He comped all my drinks! Plus a 
sandwich! Is he mad because I nev- 
er followed through on my pledge 
to write his life story? 

I only have one chance — I have 
to bolt for the door. I have to ... 

.. [notice a stack of literary 
magazines is for sale at the end of 
the bar. 

“Oh they’re free,” says the bar- 
tender. “The owner knows the mag- 
azine’s founder. You can keep that.” 

I don’t think I’m getting out of 
here alive. 


Blackbird 


2124 Market, 503-0630, 
blackbirdbar.com. 


Benjamin.Wachs@SFWeekly.com 



























KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


== AUTHENTIC CHINESE + DIM SUM == 








Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 
Dumplings 
Pot Stickers 
Won Ton 





Pancakes 


TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1713 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
‘tit » Www.kingofchinesedumpling.coM ini 


KING OF NOODLES 


— Hand-Pulled Everyday —— 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 
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3415 California Street (at Laurel St.) FREE PARKING IN REAR 
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Join us for "Hann spy Hour W 


HAPPY HOUR 
4P-7P MON-FRI 


Annas 


$3 BOTTLED BEERS 
$4 HOUSE WINE 
$5 COCKTAILS 
$5 SMALL BITES 
**FROM OUR HAPPY MENU** 


WWW.JASPERSCORNERTAP.COM 
401 TAYLOR STREET SAN FRANCSICO, CA 
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Boom Boom 


San Franciscots 
Funkiest Club 


LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUESDAY thru SUNDAY . ‘til 2:00 am+) 
“HAPPY HOUR” EVERYDAY 


4PM ‘til 8PM: 
$4 WELLS/S4 DRAFTS /S2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 
WEDNESDAY MAY 14 2014 $10 


**THE W-BEEZ** 


Feat: *WILL BERNARD-WIL BLADES- 
JAZZ MAFIA HORNS-B. ETZLER* 
plus: *DJ K-OS* 

A Funky Band throwin’ it down for a 
house rockin’ dance frenzied show 


THURSDAY MAY 15 2014 $5 


**HIBBITY DIBBITY ** 
Feat: * THE BEGGARS WHO GIVE AND 
THE PULL* 

“Back By Popular Demand!” 


FRIDAY MAY 16 2014 $10 
FREE BEFORE 9PM 


**NAIVE MELODIES** 


( Talking Heads tribute Bash! ) 
plus: *DJ K-OS* 


SATURDAY MAY 17 2014 $12 


** GREASETRAPS** 
+ *SURE FIRE SOUL ENSEMBLE* 
Tight and soulful grooves that'll keep 
your head noddin’ and your ass vibratin’! 


SUNDAY MAY 18 2014 FREE 


**RETURN OF THE CYPHER* * (rotc) 
With: * FREESTYLE HIP-HOP * DJ 
KEVVY KEV * THE GEMSTONE BAND * 
Locally-Sourced Organic Hip-Hop- For 
The People, By The People 


TUESDAY MAY 20 2014 FREE 


** DR. MOJO* * (souras) 


Wednesday May 21 2014 $5 


** SOUL TRAIN REVIVAL ** 


With: *ZIEK MCCARTER & THE REVIVAL BAND* 
Feat: *OSCAR MYERS, STEVE BURKE, 
DANIEL CASERAS, BRANDON ETZLER, 
MAX COWAN & AARON GERMAIN* 
The 3rd WEDNESDAY of EVERY MONTH 


Thursday May 22 2014 $10 


** NIKKI HILL** 


Feat: * NIKKI HILL, MATT HILL, ED 
STROHSAHL, JOE MEYER* 
(Soul Sensation, R&B, Rock & Roll) 


Friday May 23 2014 $20 


** IKE STUBBLEFIELD ** 


(6x grammy - B3 Legend) 
With: *EDDIE ROBERTS, JERMAL 
WATSON, JOE COHEN* 

The SENSATIONAL IKE STUBBLEFIELD 
QUARTET 
(Two Nights!) 


Saturday May 24 2014 $20 


** IKE STUBBLEFIELD ** 


(6x grammy - B3 Legend) 
With: *EDDIE ROBERTS, JERMAL 
WATSON, JOE COHEN* 

The SENSATIONAL IKE STUBBLEFIELD 
QUARTET 
(Two Nights!) 


1601 FILLMORE ST. AT GEARY, SF 


(415)673-8000 boomboomblues.com 
ADV. TICKETS AVAILABLE @ boomboomtickets.com 
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MUSIC} RUM, DISHARMONY, AND LOTS OF CASH. 





The Good 0’ Boys 





What happens when a fewrich, aging rock stars find themselves ina 


room together? 


By Ian S. Port 


Here are some of the artists 
playing this week’s Acoustic-4-A-Cure 
benefit concert at the Fillmore: Sammy 
Hagar, Metallica’s James Hetfield, Green 
Day’s Billie Joe Armstrong, Train’s Pat- 
rick Monahan, and guitar deity Joe Satri- 
ani. It’s a pretty big haul for the inaugural 
benefit, proceeds from which will sup- 
port children’s cancer research at UCSF 
Benioff Children’s Hospital. And with a 
lineup of marquee names in Bay Area 
rock from the last 30 years, we couldn't 
help but wonder how all those tremen- 
dous egos will get along backstage at the 
Fillmore. What would their conversation 
be like? How will they decide what to 
play? Who will get ragged on? We have 
no way of knowing, of course, but that 
didn’t stop us from imagining. 


Hetfield: So, uh, is it fucked up to 
play “One” at a cancer benefit? 

Hagar: No, but it’s kinda fucked 
up to play “One” without your star- 
ring lead guitarist. 

Hetfield: What do we need Kirk 
Hammett for? We got the guy who 
taught him how to play! [Points at Joe 
Satriani, who is in the corner wearing 
sunglasses, absorbed in practicing 
scales on his guitar, and floating 18 
inches off the ground.] 

Hagar: Fine, fine, you can do 
“One,” even though it’s like six hours 
long. Who wants to do “I Can’t Drive 
55” with me? 

Armstrong: Are we playing that 
because you're so old you can’t even 
drive 55 now? Or are you practicing it 
for that AARP commercial? 

Monahan [looks up from sniffing 
his glass of wine]: I like cars! I want to 
play it! 

Hagar: No, we're playing it be- 
cause that’s my legacy, Billie, and this 
is my show. See how high up my name 
is on the poster? 

Hetfield: Sammy, your legacy is 
the hundreds of half-remembered 
handjobs given in Cabo San Lucas af- 
ter too much tequila. 

Armstrong: That, and coining the 
stupidest band name of all time. 

Satriani [calmly, while still play- 
ing]: Actually, guys, “Chickenfoot” was 
my idea. 

Monahan: Is that that square 
peace sign thing you wear? 

Hagar: Yeah, the logo with the 
heel and the three toes. Joe’s lying, 
though. We came up with Chickenfoot 
to remind ourselves not to write songs 








that only take three fingers to play on 
guitar, like all Billie’s do. 

Hetfield: Heh. Hell, you don’t 
even need three fingers to play a 
Green Day song. Two will do just fine. 

Armstrong: My two fingers have 
written more hits in the last decade 
than your 10 ever have, James. 

Hetfield: Pop hits, maybe. But do 
you really think people will still be lis- 
tening to that little masturbation song 
in 100 years? I mean, “Wake Me Up 
When October Ends”? Our music has 
staying power, man. We have armies 
of fans who will travel to fucking Ant- 
arctica to see us. And they pay for our 
music, too! We don’t need the radio. 

Armstrong: And I bet you spent 
all the money on the lawyers forcing 
the fans to pay. But if you wanna talk 
staying power, American Idiot played 
on Broadway 422 times. And it wasn't 
just a bunch of sexually frustrated 
Danish dudes in the audience. 

Hetfield: Our movie was in the- 
aters around the world last year, dude. 

Monahan: Uh, I hate to break it 
to you guys, but Train has done better 
on the charts and on the radio lately 
than either of you. 

Satriani [peels off his sunglasses, 
stops playing guitar, and falls 18 inch- 
es to the ground]: Are we really talking 
about the pop charts now? 

Hetfield: Pat means the retire- 
ment home charts, I think. The Hos- 
pice 200. 

Monahan: I’m talking about Bill- 
board top tens, actually. I think the 
last time Metallica had a hit single, 
Clinton was in office. 

Hetfield: All I know is, Metallica 
put out a little album in 1991. It went 
on the album charts. It’s been there 
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ever since. 


Monahan: Which proves there 
are always 15-year-old boys in the 
world. And that they still don’t have 
girlfriends. 

Hetfield: Better not knock those 
15-year-olds, Monahan — they’ve 
kept Billie here rolling in it for like 20 
years now. Have you seen his house? 

Armstrong: Yeah. Those angsty 
kids have a lot of their parents’ money 
to spend, trust me. 

Monahan: Not as much of their 
parents’ money as their parents have 
to spend. 

Hagar [after a pause]: You guys 
remember how we got into this? To 
rock out, get laid, live with no rules? 
Now all our fans are either teenybop- 
pers or grandparents. If they still get 
laid, it’s only with the help of Viagra ... 
or this stuff. [Pours out four shots of 
Sammy’s Beach Bar Rum.] 

Hetfield: Yeah, man, Metallica au- 
diences just get older and older, seems 
like. I’m afraid we’re a dying breed in 
here. Geezers at the Fillmore, rocking 
on acoustic guitars, making money for 
the sick kids. No shot for me, thanks. 

Armstrong: Ugh, I wish I could. 
[Looks on sadly as Monahan, Hagar, 
and Satriani all drink the rum.] 

Monahan: Oh yeah, it’s Sober 
James and Somber Billie now. Who do 
you think will be the next one? 

Hetfield: The next one of who? 

Monahan: You know, the next one 
of us. The next big rocker from the Bay 
Area? You've got Neil — but of course, 
he’s really from Canada — there’s 
Sammy, you Metallica boys, then 
Green Day, then Train, I guess. Who is 
coming up now that could get here? 

Armstrong [after a pause]: I don’t 


even know if the kids want to get this 
big anymore. I think they all just wan- 
na be liked by Pitchfork or whatever. 

Hagar [pouring another shot]: 
They're all making gadgets, not play- 
ing in bands. Making apps and shit. 

Hetfield: Yeah, everyone wants to 
be just a DJ now, instead of learning 
to play a real instrument and starting 
a band and doing it how we all did 
it. Being a DJ is so much easier. You 
don’t even need a signature snarl. 

Monahan: And DJs keep all the 
money. No wonder everyone wants 
to do it! They get paid a ton to press 
buttons and turn knobs while wearing 
a light-up mouse head, and then they 
have no band members to split the 
take with. It sounds pretty good. 

Satriani: Jesus! I’m the bald one, 
and you guys sound ancient. Have you 
heard that band Deafheaven? Super 
heavy, but also pretty melodic some- 
times. Sound great. They’re from San 
Francisco. They blew up a little bit last 
year. They could maybe get big. 

Hetfield: Deafheaven, huh? Well, 
God help ‘em if they ever get any less 
heavy. That’s a rough road to go down. 
But it already sounds better than that 
throwback wannabe ’60s psychedelic 
shit that’s so big around here. [Pauses 
for amoment.] How’s your kid’s band, 
Billie? What are they called again? 

Armstrong: Emily’s Army. I tried 
to tell him to pick a less stupid name, 
but he was like, “Dad, your band’s 
called ‘Green Day.” 

Hagar: Yeah, what does “Green 
Day” even mean? I’ve always won- 
dered. 

Armstrong: We were 15 years old 
and stoned, is what it means. 

Hetfield: So is Emily’s Army any 
good? Honestly. 

Armstrong: Yeah, of course 
they’re good. They sound exactly like 
Green Day. 

[Everyone laughs. | 

Hagar: Speaking of, which songs 
do you wanna play tonight, Billie? 

Armstrong: If we’re talking 
legacy tunes, we should do “Good Rid- 
dance.” They'll be playing that at high 
school graduations for the next 500 
years, guaranteed. 

Hagar [slurring his words]: Good 
riddance, eh? More like good riddance 
to us. Good riddance to Bay Area rock 
starsss... 

Armstrong [rolling his eyes]: 
Man, I wish Huey Lewis was here. 
Why isn’t Huey Lewis here? 

Hetfield: Uh, he’s hanging out 
with Les Claypool tonight. They’re up 
at like a nudist camp in Mendocino, 

I think. 

Armstrong: Well at least we all 
get to hang out together without Neil 
for once. 

Hagar: Sssseriously, man. Neil 
Young hogs all the snack trays. 


Acoustic-4-A-Cure: 

Sammy Hagar, James Hetfield, 
and Friends 

8 p.m. Thursday, May 15, at the 
Fillmore. $125; thefillmore.com 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


15 COMMUNE presents 


5/14 


WILD WILD WETS 
and POPGANG DJS 


$5 B4 |presents the Return of 
10:30PM 


LADY RA (Vancouver) 


Earshot Entertainment & 
Heartless World present 


“THE SOCIAL" 


ANDER PAAK. 
& THE FREE NATIONALS 


Live sets from 


TEEKO & ION THE PRIZE 


Spinning 60s Soul 45s 


SATURDAY NIGHT 


LUCKY, PAUL PAUL, 
and PHENGREN OSWALD 


$5 discount in semi-formal attire 


DUB MISSION 


presents the best in dub, roots 
reggae & dancehall with 


DJ SEP, J BOOGIE 
(Dubtronic Science/OM) 


GABE PRESSURE & RED RASTA 
(Humboldt County, CA) 


FLOOR (the oblation Tour) 
and THRONES (PDX) 
(Ex-Melvins) 


PAE UCR ALLE 


PORRETA 


All Nite Forro Party 

with DJS LUCIO K & CARIOCA 
plus MC P-SHOT 

and live Forro band 


DONA FRANCISCA 
LtABODYSHOCK 


5/21 


DJS JOSH CHEON (Dark Entries) 
CRACKWHORE & UNIT 77 


UPCOMING 

THU 5/22 AFROLICIOUS: NAPPY G 

FRI5/23 120 MINUTES 

SAT 5/24 THE HOP: DEKE DICKERSON 

SUN 5/25 DUB MISSION: DR. ISRAEL, 
KUSH ARORA, DJ SEP 

TUE 5/27 SWEAT LODGE/ PANIC IS PERFECT 

WED 5/28 JETHRO JEREMIAH BAND 


tem tele) mh ele Vasa ysE 
647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
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Music } SIZZLE & FIZZLE 


Highs and lows from 
the last week in S.F. music. 


SIZZLE 

i We didn't believe it would happen, 

but Morrissey finally played a concert 
date in the Bay Area. After canceling four 
shows in the last two years, Moz proved 
in San Jose that he's still pretty magnetic, 
performing “Hand in Glove,” “Meat Is Mur- 
der,” and many solo tunes. 


@ Viracocha, the semi-secret under- 
ground venue in the Mission, is trying to 
go legal, and asking for your help. The 
oddball store and performance space has 
a public meeting with the Entertainment 
Commission at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 
20, in City Hall room 416. You can also sign 
a petition online and email the commis- 
sion your views on why Viracocha should 
be permitted to operate as a legit venue. 


@ The outdoor Phono del Sol concert 
has become a favorite summer event 

in S.F. Wye Oak and locals Thao and the 
Get Down Stay Down are headlining this 
year's edition. Blackbird Blackbird, A 
Million Billion Dying Suns, and the Tambo 
Rays fill out the lineup for the July 12 
show at Potrero del Sol Park. 


FIZZILE 

@ About that Morrissey show: It ended 
Slightly early, when a crazed devotee 
broke through security, climbed onstage, 
and hugged Moz in the middle of “One 
Day Goodbye Will Be Farewell.” TMZ tried 
to claim that Moz was “attacked” onstage, 
but this is pretty common behavior. Hard- 
core fans even call it a “stage invasion." 


i We went to the Frozen singalong at 
the Castro Theatre and barely lived to tell 
the tale. There were crying children, cos- 
tumed adults, Rocky Horror-style crowd 
participation, and aroom full of little 
ones screaming along to every single line 
of the movie. Clearly we underestimated 
the popularity of the worst pile of shit 
ever made. 


@ As of press time, the entire world (or, 
okay, our Twitter feed) is buzzing with in- 
trigue at a surveillance video that shows 
Solange Knowles trying to attack her 
sister Beyonce's husband, Jay Z, inside an 
elevator at a New York hotel. What went 
wrong between them? Why was Solange 
So intent on hurting Jay Z? Theories 
abound - but right now it seems all is not 
well in Beyland. 


For full versions of the above stories 
and much more about S.F. music, check 
out All Shook Down, our music blog, at 
sfweekly.com/shookdown. 


THIS WEEKEND... 
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Dipped Ends 
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TO A MONEY-MAKING BEAUTY CAREER 


Get the training you need in 
e Cosmetology 

e Sarbering 

: 
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marinello.com 


$99. 790.9236 


CASTRO VALLEY » CONCORD » HAYWARD © SAN FRANCISCO » SAN MATEO » SANTA CLARA 
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SCHOOLS OF BEAUTY 
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SPOATS BAR 


weeaK KKK 


FULL COVERAGE: 
NBA/NHL PLAYOFFS 
BASEBALL COVERAGE 
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HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 
M-F4-7PM 


SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 


FROM LETTERMAN AND LAST COMIC STANDING! 


TOMMY JOHNAGIN 


MATT FULCHIRON, RED SCOTT 


WEDNESDAY 6/4 - SATURDAY 6/7 
FROM CONAN AND LATE NIGHT WITH JIMMY FALLON! 


RORY SCOVEL 


BRENDAN LYNCH, MATT LIEB 


THURSDAY 6/12 - SATURDAY 6/14 
FROM FX’S LOUIE AND INSIDE AMY SCHUMER! 


ROBERT KELLY 


BRAD TRACKMAN, GARY ANDERSON 


WEDNESDAY 6/18 - SATURDAY 6/21 
FROM NBC’S THE OFFICE AND LETTERMAN! 


WEDNESDAY 5/14 - SATURDAY 5/17 | 

FROM CHELSEA LATELY AND COMEDY CENTRAL! 3 
MO MANDEL He? 
NICO SANTOS, COLLEEN WATSON ~ 


MONDAY 5/19 


SOME PEOPLE LIKE US 


WITH CASEY LEY AND KASEEM BENTLEY! 


TUESDAY 5/20 
TUESDAY AND LAURA PRESENT: 


ESTROGEN ENTREE W/A SIDE OF BALLS 


WEDNESDAY 5/21 - SATURDAY 5/24 
FROM COMEDY CENTRAL AND CONAN! 
ROBERT HAWKINS 


LARRY “BUBBLES” BROWN, GREG EDWARDS 


WEDNESDAY 5/28 - SATURDAY 5/31 i 


TUESDAY 5/27 Tr 


FROM THUG NOTES! + ; 
GREG EDWARDS | San aaa 


FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF © TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF ¢ PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM # ABOVE 444 BATTERY STREET 
18 & OVER® 2 DRINK MINIMUM © ALL SHOWS ARE LIVE AND SUBJECTTO CHANGE® CALL FOR SHOW TIMES © 415-397-PLSF 


FOLLOW e Bs ty 


comeor 
1VWELNI> 


US ON 
COMEDY. 


SUNDAY 5/18 
THE OUTSOURCED 
COMEDY TOUR 
starring Ali Mafi and Kabir Singh 
FRIDAY 5/30 - SUNDAY 6/1 


CHARLIE MURPHY’S 
| ACID TRIP 

From Chappelle's Show! 

| 


TUESDAY 6/3 - WEDNESDAY 6/4 
AVI 


SPADE en / 


= 


— 


THURSDAY 5/15 - | THURSDAY 5/22 - 
SATURDAY 5/17 SUNDAY 5/25 


From SNL and Rules of Engagement! | 
FRIDAY 6/6 - SATURDAY 6/7 
STEVE LEME» YANNIS Bra | 
KEVIN HEFFERNAN | PAPPAS 
From Super Troopers | As seen as “Maurica” wicAnaule a 
and Beerfest! | — onYouTube! rom Satay Night ie | 
ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum ¢ 18 & older with valid ID 


915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO ¢ SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
Validated Parking @ Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St. 


WWW.COBBSCOMEDY.COM 


ticketmaster.com 
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Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket 
prices are subject to change without notice. 
All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 
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As If You 
Wouldn't 
Like It 


By Derek Opperman 


It’s been an absurdly good 
year for As You Like It. The local pro- 
motional outfit has been behind 
some of the biggest and best parties 
in San Francisco, and it doesn’t seem 
about to stop any time soon. If you 
haven't had a chance to check one out 
in 2014, the crew’s party this Satur- 
day at Public Works offers a perfect 
example why it’s such a force to be 
reckoned with. This will be an all- 
night celebration of all that’s good in 
contemporary European house mu- 
sic, with a stacked bill of headliners. 
The main draw comes in the 
form of rare three-way, back-to- 
back sets from German house 
mainstay Move D (whose discogra- 
phy of gruff-yet-melodic material 
stretches back to the early 90s), 
and Glaswegian underground party 
starters Optimo — whose quirky, 
disco-meets-industrial parties at 
the legendary Sub Club have creat- 
ed a worldwide cult following. Each 
on its own could be a self-con- 
tained event, but together they 
offer something more, which has 
been proven on the global stage 
through the trio’s sets for Internet 
TV show Boiler Room. These are 
thoughtful navigations through a 
bewildering assortment of dance 
music: They drop new-school 
bangers like Bicep’s retro-’90s 
“Keep Keep” and Rrose’s sinister 


a 
ape 


occult techno opus “Waterfall,” 
while also incorporating classic 
fare like Cultural Vibe’s clavinet- 
heavy 80s garage banger “Ma 
Foom Bey” and Kraftwerk’s moody 
(and silly) “The Model.” 

Of course, it wouldn’t be an As 
You Like It party without some 
extra weight. And in the case of 
Saturday’s party, that comes from 
Glaswegian DJ Jackmaster. As- 
sociated with the more tasteful 
end of the U.K. bass renaissance 
of the new decade, his career has 
been defined as much by what he 
hasn't done as by what he has. 
Unlike many selectors on the scene 
currently, Jackmaster has never 
released a track of his own; instead, 
he’s made his way solely off the 
strengths of his genre-spanning DJ 
sets, and as one of the co-founders 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


Common Ground presents Recloose 

at Audio, 10 p.m. Thursday, May 15. $7; 
audiosf.com 

He might live in New Zealand now, but Rec- 
loose will always be one of Detroit's most 
creative dance music artists. Associated 
with Carl Craig and the Planet E imprint, 
his large discography delves into the soul- 
ful end of techno and house, incorporating 
futuristic sound palettes with more earthy 
vocals. His lazy deep house anthem “Can't 
Take It” is essential listening. 


Analog Bubblebath with Convextion at 
F8, 9 p.m. Friday, May 16. $10-$20; 
feightsf.com 

As it turns out, there's more to techno 
than just Detroit and Berlin. Convextion is 
a producer based in Dallas whose sound 
fuses the extreme delay effects of dub- 
techno with the insistent and complex 
rhythms of old-school breakbeat electro. 
Somewhere between the two he finds his 
angle, which conveys an open expanse as 
hypnotic as driving a Texas interstate. 


an ; 





Optimo 


of Scotland’s highly respected, for- 
ward-thinking Numbers imprint. In 
effect, that makes him a “DJ’s DJ,” 
which basically means that he’s the 
kind of player whose obscure selec- 
tions — which touch on disparate 
genres like ghetto house, hardcore 
German techno, and ’90s drum ’n’ 
bass — satisfy dancefloors while 
simultaneously keeping the par- 
ka-clad, beard-stroking trainspot- 
ter set happy as well. Throw him in 
the mix with Optimo and Move D, 
and you have a night that has all 
the makings of yet another serious 
rager from As You Like It. 


As You Like It presents Move D, 
Optimo, Jackmaster, J. Phlip, So- 
ar, Conor, Bells & Whistles, and 
Mozaic at Public Works 

9 p.m. Saturday, May 17. $15-$25; 
publicsf.com 


Haceteria with Ital at F8, 9 p.m. Satur- 
day, May 17. $10; feightsf.com 

Daniel Martin-McCormick has changed 
quite a bit since his days as one-half of lo- 
cal art punk outfit Mi Ami. Now he's in 
Brooklyn, and he records oddball dance 
music under the alias Ital. His wide discog- 
raphy includes the ‘90s-era Daft Punk- 
Style disco house of “From a Dream” as 
well as the sinister and techno-tinged “Ice 
Drift (Stalker Mix).” 


Trap City presents Meaux Green at 1015 
Folsom, 10 p.m. Friday, May 16. $20; 
1015.com 

What's in a BPM? The acronym, meaning 
“beats per minute,” is a simple barometer 
for how fast a track is. Miami producer 
Meaux Green describes his music as “100 
BPM bass,” which deceptively suggests a 
more laid-back vibe. His works — like 
“Thirsty,” out now on Mad Decent - are 
pumped up and crazy, with spaced-out 
kick drums, machine gun hi-hat fills, and 
Snapping military snares. 
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LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact Clubs 
Editor John Graham by email (John.Graham@ 
Sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or mail (225 Bush 
St. 17th, Floor, S.F..CA 94104). To change an existing 
listing, call 536-8147. Deadline is noon Tuesday for 
the following week's issue. Our Concerts section 
lists major shows and special events. Call individual 
clubs for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are in the 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


CLUBS 
WEDNESDAY 5/14 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. James 
Conner, The Insufferables, Little Person, 9 p.m., $8. 
Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 


CONCERTS 
WEDNESDAY 5/14 


Failure: 8 p.m., $26. Great American Music Hall, 
859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

James Blunt: W/ Oh Honey, 8 p.m., $35-$47 ad- 
vance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ MTT and featured violinist 
Christian Tetzlaff, 8 p.m., $15-$156. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 


THURSDAY 5/15 


Acoustic-4-A-Cure: UCSF Benioff Children's 
Hospital pediatric cancer program benefit 
with Sammy Hagar, James Hetfield, Billie Joe 
Armstrong, Scott Mathews, Pat Monahan, 
Joe Satriani, Nancy Wilson, and more, 8 p.m., 
$125+ advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San 
Francisco. 

Charles Bradley & His Extraordinaires: W/ 
DJ Harry Duncan, 8 p.m., $25. The Regency 
Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 

Failure: 8 p.m., $26. Great American Music Hall, 
859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 


FRIDAY 5/16 


Big Ass Hillbilly Show: W/ The Earl Brothers, 
The New Thoreaus, Lonesome Lester T. Raww, 
9 p.m., $15. Great American Music Hall, 859 
O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

Danity Kane: 9 p.m., $50-$63 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

David Guetta: W/ Nervo, 7 p.m., $40-$51.45. San 
Jose State Event Center Arena, 290 S. Seventh 
St., San Jose. 

Lindsey Stirling: W/ Dia Frampton, 8 p.m., $30-$40. 
Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco. 

Oakland East Bay Symphony: 8 p.m., $25-$75. 
Paramount Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ MTT and featured violinist 
Christian Tetzlaff, 8 p.m., $15-$156. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

SFJAZZ Gala AfterJam Concert with Charles 
Bradley & His Extraordinaires: 10:30 p.m., 
$200. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin, San Fran- 
CISCO. 

Tainted Love: W/ Super Huey, 9 p.m., $25. Bimbo's 
365 Club, 1025 Columbus, San Francisco. 


SATURDAY 5/17 


Aeolian Day: A festival of “music made by the 
wind” featuring Ranjit Bhatnagar, Don Gott- 
wald, Stephan Haluska, Tom Nunn, and more, 
12-3 p.m., free. Middle Harbor Shoreline Park, 
Middle Harbor, Oakland. 

Frost Music & Arts Festival: W/ Dispatch, Yeas- 
ayer, Paper Void, 3-7 p.m., $20-$40. Stanford 
University, Frost Amphitheater, Galvez Street 
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Garrin Benfield, Dave Brogan, and Tom Freund Trio, 
9 p.m., $7-$10. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Blue Bear 
School of Music Benefit, w/ Jackie Greene, Blue 
Bear Youth Bands, 7:30 p.m., $60-$150. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., San Francisco. Primal Fear, 
Zombie Holocaust, Hysteria, Archea, DJ Rob Metal, 
7:30 p.m., $20-$25. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Mutant Theory, 
Rotton Core, DJ Mike Ruris, 8 p.m., $5. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Commune,” 
w/ Twin Steps, White Cloud, Wild Wild Wets, Popgang 
DJs, 9 p.m., free. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. David Don- 
dero, Apopka Darkroom, Nilo Smeds, 8:30 p.m., $10. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. Charlie 
Megira, 7 p.m. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Kiven, My 
Body Sings Electric, Turn Me On Dead, South Hero, 
8 p.m., $5. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Mike Sempert, 
Farallons, Kacey Johansing, 8 p.m., $10. 

SFSU Campus, Cesar Chavez Student Center: 1650 
Holloway, San Francisco. Happy Diving, Never Young, 
Void Boys, The Down House, 6 p.m., free. 


DANCE 
Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘BroMance: A 


(at Campus Drive), Stanford. 

Harmony Sweepstakes A Cappella Festival: 
National Finals: W/ Prime Time, Women of 
the World, 3AM (Three Angels’ Message), 
#Fourty4B, Catatonic, Quintessential Five, 
SeaNote, 8 p.m., $29.50-$60. Marin Veterans’ 
Memorial Auditorium, 10 Ave. of the Flags, 
San Rafael. 

Kishi Bashi, Plume Giant: 9 p.m., $19.50-$28.50 
advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Lindsey Stirling: W/ Dia Frampton, 8 p.m., sold out. 
Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ MTT and featured violinist 
Christian Tetzlaff, 8 p.m., $15-$156. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Tainted Love: W/ Super Huey, 9 p.m., $25. Bimbo's 
365 Club, 1025 Columbus, San Francisco. 

Valley Concert Chorale: Morten Lauridsen 
Festival: 8 p.m., $10-$20. Mission Dolores, 
3321 16th St., San Francisco. 

Volti: (Ch)oral Argument: 8 p.m., $10-$25. St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church, 1111 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco. 


SUNDAY 5/18 


Chata Mural Project Fun Raiser Benefit Concert: 
W/ Orquesta Borinquen, Orquesta Bembe, Pa’l 
Bailador, Eztli Chicahua, El Taller de Bomba y 
Plena, more, 4 p.m., $15 minimum donation. 
Treasure Island Event Venue, 401 California 
Ave., San Francisco. 

Iggy Azalea: 8 p.m., $35 advance. The Fillmore, 
1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony Youth Orchestra: 2 p.m., $12- 
$50. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, 
San Francisco. 


MONDAY 5/19 


A Salute to the Joy of Making Music: Community 
Music Center gala with music by Jon Naka- 
matsu, Marcus Shelby, Omar Ledezma Jr., and 
more, 6:30 p.m., $130+. SFJAZZ Center, 205 
Franklin, San Francisco. 

Ben Folds with the S.F. Symphony: 7:30 p.m., 
$45-$98. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, 
San Francisco. 

Nickel Creek: W/ The Secret Sisters, 8 p.m., sold 
out. Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, 
Oakland. 


TUESDAY 5/20 


Christina Perri: W/ Birdy, 8 p.m., $25-$35. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Foals: W/ Cage the Elephant, J. Roddy Walston 
& The Business, 7:30 p.m., $35. Fox Theater - 
Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 

The Ghost of a Saber Tooth Tiger: W/ Syd Arthur, 
9 p.m., $15. Great American Music Hall, 859 
O'Farrell, San Francisco. 
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FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE Ch] ; ] M | 3 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF 


It 

HI ABURNE 

WAIL 
VENI 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


“™ - 


—— 


SEPTEMBER I. is & = 


SATURDAY, MAY 17 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $19.50 


KISHI BASHI 


PLUME GIANT 


THURSDAY, MAY 22 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $25.00 


PANDA BEAR 


PEAKING LIGHTS 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 28 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $49.50 


HUGH LAURIE 


WITH THE COPPER 
BOTTOM BAND 


MONDAY, JUNE 2 
1DXO1O) <3.) 5 (OWE NYSE) 


SATURDAY, JUNE 7 
1DIOTO) Cc YaN) 5 (OWA IN YAOROO 


tUnE-yArDs 


THE SESHEN 


SUNDAY, JUNE 8 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $22.50 


Relci le 


QUEST - CASTRO 


SATURDAY, JUNE 14 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $25.00 


METRONOMY 


CLOUD CONTROL 


FRIDAY, JUNE 27 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $25.00 


LEE FIELDS & 
KELIS THE EXPRESSIONS 


ticketmaster.com LOI, Cates Citi 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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SUN, MAY 18 


JESSE BOYKINS Ill 
THEW HOOLIGAN (SOULECTION) 


ho 


JEROME HOLLOWAY 


WED, MAY 7) 


BATHS 
YOUNG FATHERS, P. MORRIS 


THU, MAY 72 


WED, UNE 4 
TRANS AM 
GOLDEN VOID, DEATH CHEETAH 

THU, JUME 5 

TIMBER TIMBRE 
TASSEOMANCY 

FRI, JUNE 6 


DEAD WINTER 
CARPENTERS 

HELLSTOMP 
TV MIKE AND THE SCARECROWES 








BEM SOLLEE 
Pel, MAY 23 

SAN FRANPSYCHO PRESENTS 
PAPA 
THE TAMBO RAYS _ 

SUM, MAY 25 

THE REVIVALISTS 
SOWAVE, DJ HARRY DUNCAN 


TUL, MAY 27 
PARQUET COURTS 
CCR HEADCLEANER, SCRAPER 

SAT, MAY 3] 

LUSCIOUS JACKSON 
D) ADW YOUNG 


TUE, JUNES 
32D SHOW ADDED DOOM ABUSE TOUR 
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THU, JUNE 19 


ELECTRIC SIX 
YIP DECEIVER 

FR, JUME 13 

DIRTY DOZEN 


BRASS BAND 


CGABOO MODELISTE AND 
THE NEW AAHKESSTRA 


DJ HARRT DUNCAN 
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415- 550-7510 
Mon-Fri 17AM-2AM © Sat-Sun SAM-2AM 


DRINKS ¢ FOOD ¢ MUSIC 
WED 5/14 7PM $14 ADV / oe DOOR 


FRI 5/I6 SPM $24 ADV /$27 DOOR 


WONDERBREADS 


SAT st ‘ie y ADV / 24 DOOR 


SAT 5/24 SPM $27 ADV / $32 re 


soins 


TUE 5/27 8PM $35 ADV / $37 20R 
* LUKAS NELSON & POTR 


Ww MEMBERS OF. ALO HAITI BENEFIT 
THU 5/29 7PM S15 ADV / $I7 DOOR 
’ 2) 
MARBLE PARTY CD 
RELEASE PARTY 
FRI 6/6 8PM $30 ADV / $34 DOOR 


THE TUBES 
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Night Out for the Fellas,” 9 p.m., free. 
The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Sticky 
Wednesdays,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m., free. 
Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Bondage-A- 
Go-Go," w/ DJ Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 
p.m., $7-$10. 

Club X: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. ‘Electro Pop 
Rocks: Night at the Circus,” 18+ dance night, 9 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘Housepitality,"" w/ 
Noah Pred, Fedora, Mutlu, Jimmy B, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. “Indul- 
gence," 10 p.m. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “What?," w/ 
resident DJ Tisdale and guests, 7 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Booty Call,"" w/ 
Juanita More, Joshua J, guests, 9 p.m., $3. 


HIP-HOP 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Mixtape 
Wednesday,” w/ resident DJs Strategy, Junot, Herb 
Digs, & guests, 9 p.m., $5. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. ‘Wavy Wens- 
daze," 9 p.m.., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Uncle 
Riffkin, 7 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Victoria 
Vox, Delta Halos, Jean Marc Enriquez, 8 p.m., $8. 

The Lost Church: 65 Capp, San Francisco. Joshua 
Eden, Tom Rhodes, 8:15 p.m., $10. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Leigh 
Gregory, 9 p.m. 


Grown-Up Indie 


TIDELANDS 





JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Gaucho, Eric 
Garland’s Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco. “Cat's 
Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Vijay Anderson 
Quartet, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. The Cosmo Alley- 
cats featuring Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., free. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Jesse Foster, 8 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30- 
11:30 p.m., $5. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Beth Custer Ensemble, 8 p.m., $14-$16. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Sherri Roberts, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Bao- 
bab!,”" timba dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 10 
p.m., $5. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. ““Bachatali- 
cious," w/ DJs Good Sho & Rodney, 7 p.m. continues 
through June 1, $5-S10. 


_ 
Nelsen Brazill 


With Sister Grizzly, The Cushion Theory. 6:30 p.m. Saturday, 
May 17, at Amnesia. $7-$10; amnesiathebar.com 


San Francisco's Tidelands is a pop-rock combo whose music could easily fit 
in a shuffle of David Bowie, Wilco, and R.E.M. The duo blends twinkling 
guitars, ornamental synths, and strings — with a booming flugelhorn — 
into a melange it calls “orchestral indie.” Gabriel Montana Leis’ vocal deliv- 
ery recalls Talking Heads frontman David Byrne, with unique phrasing that 
transitions from tongue-twisting quips to sustained legatos. When Tide- 
lands plays Amnesia this week, expect Leis and Mie Araki to reproduce the 
same grandiose orchestration heard on standout songs like “The New 
Black” and “Holy Grail” with live loops and samples. Adrian Rodriguez 
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668 HAIGHI SI. (at Pierce St.) 


415-908-8375 


watch with us: 


ALL MLS GAMES + BOXING 
UFC CHAMPIONSHIPS 


v @DANNYCOYLES f FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 


-San Francisco: 


open daily 


HAPPY HOUR 
NOON - 7P.M. 


Visit our website 


WWW.DANNYCOYLES.COM 


THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


a 
LOUNGE: 


MOnSteA ELeCtrO 


HoUsE PArtY 
wite DJ MG2 « GUY RUBEN 


11 Ph: COOKIE DOUGH 


PHESENTS THE 


MOnSteR 
DrAG 
SHoW 


MON-STUP MEGA-MIAED 
MASHUP DRAG SHOW 


LUFT: 


GLITTLRAZZI 


is: MEIKEE MAGNETIC 
* MIXTRESS SHIZAAM 


DAZZLE ROOM: 
Ya MAMMA'S 
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LEX MYSTER C © MR. WASHINGTON 


SATURDAY MAY 17 


gel) Bittle), a ee 

375 ELEVENTH STREET @ HARTSON, S&S 2+ w/ 
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Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Tangonero, 8 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Americano Social Club, 9 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Tommy 
Odetto Group, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Lara Price, 
9:30 p.m. 

Union Square Park: 333 Post, San Francisco. Crosscut, 
6 p.m., free. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Pharma- 
kon, Cry, Window, DJs Kerri LeBon & Crackwhore, 
9 p.m., $8-$10. 

Meridian Gallery: 535 Powell, San Francisco. Meridian 
Composers in Performance: Chris Chafe, 7:30 
p.m., $8-S10. 


FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. The 
W-Beez featuring Wil Blades, Will Bernard, and 
Brandon Etzler, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 


SOUL 


Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Color Me Badd,” 
coloring books and R&B jams with Matt Haze, DJ 
Alarm, Broke-Ass Stuart, guests, Wednesdays, 
5:30-9:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Freddie Hughes & Chris Burns, 7:30 p.m., free. 


THURSDAY 5/15 


ROCK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Hibbity Dibbity, The Beggars Who Give, The Pull, 
9:30 p.m., $5 advance. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Cool Ghouls, 
Mr. Elevator & The Brain Hotel, Mane, 9 p.m., $12. 

Converse San Francisco: 838 Market, San Francisco. 





“Converse Rubber Tracks,” w/ Cocktails, DJ Omar, 
6 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., San Francisco. Anti-Nowhere 
League, TSOL, The Riverboat Gamblers, Dime 
Runner, 9 p.m., $18-$20. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Twin Trilogy, 
Roland, All Them Witches, 8:30 p.m., $6. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Scott 
Pemberton Trio, Lorne & The Wayhighs, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Connan Mockasin, Kirin J Callinan, 9 p.m., $15. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Rad, 
The Light, Pig DNA, First World Problems, 9:30 
p.m., $5-$10. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Haight-Ashbury 
Street Fair Fundraiser: Battle of the Bands #5, w/ 
Fantasia, Narrators, Al Kief Trio, 9 p.m., $5. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Maximo 
Park, Eternal Summers, DJ Aaron Axelsen, 8:30 
p.m., $18-$20. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Beso Negro, Matt 
Jaffe & The Distractions, April & The Paradigm, 
8 p.m., $13. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Between 
Your Teeth, lon High, Moonbell, 8 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 1th St., San Francisco. “Common 
Ground,” w/ Recloose, Papa Lu, Dino Velvet, Greg 
Yuen, Fil Latorre, Joey Alaniz, 9:30 p.m., $7-$10. 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus Station John, 


9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Men at Twerk,” 
9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. ‘“iPan Dulce!,” 
9 p.m., $5. 


Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Class of 1984,” 
“80s night with DJs Damon, Steve Washington, 
Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 
9:30 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. “'X0," w/ DJs 
Astro & Rose, 10 p.m., $5. 

Club X: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. ‘The Crib,” 18+ 
LGBT dance party, 9:30 p.m., $10. 


LIVE AT AMOEBA SF 
TUES. MAY 20-6PM 


Join local band Finish Ticket to celebrate their debut album, 
Tears You Apart (available 5/20). With a sound described as 


a 


the perfect mix between heartfelt indie rock & roll and 
catchy pop melodies, and with a captivating, energetic live 
show, Finish Ticket is on their way to dominate the 
“airwaves and festivals. 







FINISH TICKET 
Tears You Apart 


200 


SALE ENDS 
0/27/14 


1855 HAIGHT STREET » SAN FRANCISCO (415) 831-1200 
2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE » BERKELEY ° (510) 549-1125 


BUY-SELL-TRADE: DVDS, CDS, LPS, VIDEO GAMES & MORE! HIGHEST PRICES PAID IN CASH OR TRADE! 
PARKING IS EASY! KEZAR STADIUM LOT IN S.F. (WE VALIDATE) & SATHER GATE GARAGE IN BERKELEY (1ST HOUR FREE!) 
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ALWAYS FREE SHIPPING ON MUSIC & MOVIES ON AMOEBA.COM! 


DNA Lounge: 375 Iith St., San Francisco. “8bitSF," w/ 
Alone in the Universe, Slime Girls, Matthew Joseph 
Payne, 8 p.m., $8-$11. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘“‘Afrolicious,” 
w/ DJs Pleasuremaker, Sefior 0z, and guests, 9:30 
p.m., $5-$8. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Beat Church,” w/ 
Knowa Knowone, Smasheltooth, Kitty-D, VNDMG, 
Balance, Tiger Fresh, Indaskyes, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. ““#Y2KTHURS,” w/ 
DJ Mei-Lwun, 9 p.m.., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Night Fever,” 9 p.m., $5 after 10 p.m. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. ‘Hey Young 
World,” w/ Kill Frenzy, Nick Monaco, 9:30 p.m., 
$10 advance. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. “Torg,”’ w/ Kap 
Slap, The Two Friends, 9 p.m., $20-$30 advance. 
The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. ‘“Hypnaugh- 

tyk,” w/ Metadekk, 8 p.m., $5 (free before 9 p.m.). 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. ‘Tune In, Turn 
Up," w/ Johnny5, Nawte Kong, Danny Weird, 
Gritlock, Self Dustrukt, Contra Scandal, Anthem 
Dubs, Villain, 10 p.m., $5. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. ‘Bubble,’ 
10 p.m., free. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. “Base,” w/ Tone 
of Arc, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 


HIP-HOP 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Yoni 
Wolf, Serengeti, Jel, Anticon DJs, 9 p.m., $15. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Future Flavas,” 
w/ DJ Natural, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Peaches,”’ 
w/ lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, 
Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Mountain 
Dojo, 8 p.m., free. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Acoustic 
Open Mic, 7 p.m. 

The Lost Church: 65 Capp, San Francisco. Lauren 
O'Connell, Wireless Lovebird & Chris Lynch, 8:15 
p.m., $10. 


ALL SHOWS ALL AGES 


ANTI-NOWHERE LEAGUE & TSOL 
W/ RIVERBOAT GAMBLERS, DIME RUNNER 


THE DOLLYROTS 
W/THE SHANGHAIS, MARK NELSON 
BAND, WHORHAIGH KAYADO 


HED PE & SOIL 
W/ SUNFLOWER DEAD, SHORT FUSE 


DEVILDRIVER & WHITE CHAPEL 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


PARALLELS 
W/ BREAKDOWN VALENTINE, THE TRIMS, 
POPSCENE DJS 


THE BEAUTIFUL BUZZZ & 
THE MOST DEFINITELY PRESENTS: 
THE GREEN ROOM 

W/ ROBERT DELONG & PENGUIN PRISON 
(LIVE / DJ SET) 


CHERRI BOMB & AWOKEN 
SHADOWS 

W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 

=O] a ele) mate. 

W/ THE NIGHT FALLS, 

THE IMPERSONATIONS, & MORE 
THE GENITORTURERS 


TERMINATOR TOO: 
JUDGEMENT PLAY 


POINT BREAK LIVE! 
DIRT NASTY 
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Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Priscilla Ahn, 8 p.m., $15-$19. 


JAZZ 


Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Adrian Gormley 
Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Jimmy Grant Ensemble, 8 p.m. 

Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. 
Spencer Day, 8 p.m., $40-$55. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Eugene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, First and 
Third Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Steve Lucky & 
The Rhumba Bums, 7:30 p.m. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Francisco. 
Ralph Carney’s Serious Jass Project, 9 p.m. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Keith Williams 
Trio, 7 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Charlie Siebert & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 
The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. West Side Jazz 

Club, 9 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 

7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. VibraSON, 
DJ Good Sho, 8 p.m., $12. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Shoestring Trio, 7:30 p.m., $12-$15. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Gary Flores & Descarga Caliente, 8 p.m. 

Yerba Buena Gardens: Fourth St. & Mission, San 
Francisco. Pacific Mambo Orchestra, 6 p.m., free. 


pee 
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Think About It 


MAXIMO PARK 





BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Alan 
Iglesias & Crossfire, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Chris Ford, 
Third Thursday of every month, 4 p.m.; Wendy 
DeWitt, 9:30 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


McTeague’s Saloon: 1237 Polk, San Francisco. “Twang 
Honky Tonk,” w/ Sheriff Paul, Deputy Saralynn, and 
Honky Tonk Henry, 7 p.m. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. ‘Honky 
Tonk Thursdays,” w/ DJ Juan Burgandy, 9 p.m., free. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco. Marco 
Eneidi & Cosmic Brujo, 8 p.m., $6-$10. 


SOUL 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Baby & The 
Luvies, The M-Tet, 8 p.m., $7-$10. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “Soul: 
It's the Real Thing,” w/ The Selecter DJ Kirk & Jon 
Blunck, Third Thursday of every month, 10 p.m., free. 


FRIDAY 5/16 


ROCK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Naive Melodies, DJ K-Os, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Say 
Hi, Big Scary, Hips, DJ Mr. Lucho, 9:30 p.m., $12-$14. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
New Monsoon, benefit for the Belize Barrier Reef 
World Heritage Site, 9 p.m., $15-$20. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Go by Ocean, 


5) UR 


. 
- . 


Steve Gullick 


With Eternal Summers and DJ Aaron Axelsen. 
8:30 p.m. Thursday, May 15, at Rickshaw 
Stop. $18-$20; rickshawstop.com 


Never doubt the allure of a mystery concocted by Maximo Park. “I visit 
South America via a dead man’s words/Undercover priests and barren 
parks/I visit through a different man’s images/Exercising in his underwear, 
laminating the past,” Paul Smith sings to start “I Recognise The Light,” a 
wistful track off Too Much Information, the English five-piece’s fifth and lat- 
est full-length. What exactly do those lines — and the rest of the track, for 
that matter — really mean? It’s anyone’s guess ... and that’s a good thing. 
The indie-pop outfit’s consistent insistence on being esoteric is its biggest 
upside. Whether it’s discussing trust and affection on “Give, Get, Take,” an- 
alyzing entropy and the human mind on the spare “Brain Cells,” or crafting 
an autumnal love song like “Drinking Martinis,” Maximo Park routinely de- 
livers engaging, semi-cryptic tunes that demand brainpower and repeated 
listens to flesh out. Letting your imagination fill in those gaps may take 
some effort, but it’s worth it. Reyan Ali 
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MESHUGGAH 
BETWEEN THE BURIED AND ME 


JUNE 7 


TECH NONE 
FREDDIE GIBBS « KRIZZ KALIKO 
JARREN BENTON 
PSYCH WARD DRUGGIES « ILLUMINATI 


JUNE 2 


GUIDED BY VOICES 
BOBBY BARE, JR. 


JUNE 11 


THE NOTWIST 


JUNE 14 
BLACK LABEL SOCIETY 


DEVIL YOU KNOW ° BUTCHER BABIES 
JUNE 6 
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THE TRUTH TOUR. - 


THE WORLD'S GREATEST PINK FLOYD SHOW 
JUNE 4 


LINDSEY STIRLING 
DIA FRAMPTON 


MAY 16 * FRIDAY! 


LISA LAMPANELLI 
JUNE 6 


NICK CAVE & THE BAD SEEDS 
JULY 8 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM 
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ARTS & CULTURE EAT 


San Geronimo, Fred Torphy, 9 p.m., $15. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Tith St., San Francisco. The Dollyrots, 
The Shanghais, Mark Nelsen Band, Whorhaigh 
Kayado, 8:30 p.m., $10-$12; Hed PE, Soil, Dime 
Runner, Short Fuse, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Winchester 
Revival, Brookhaven, Snow Angel, 9 p.m., $6. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Street Joy, The 
Midnight Snackers, Makeout Rampage, Summer 
Peaks, 8 p.m., $5-$10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Strange Talk, 
The Hundred Days, Cub Sport, Aaron Axelsen, Miles 
the DJ, 9 p.m., $13-$15. 

Slim's: 333 1ith St., San Francisco. Red Fang, Big 
Business, American Sharks. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 2183 
Mission, San Francisco. Poliskitzo, Ssyndr6m, Baja 
Sociedad, Class System, Briija, 8 p.m., $7. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Saint Vitus, 
Sons of Huns, Buffalo Tooth, 9 p.m., $17. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. “Trap City,” 
w/ Meaux Green, Tincup, UltraViolet, Napsty, Joce- 
lyn, Kool Karlo, Teleport, Lé Swndle, Thizz Markie, 
D3b0t, 10 p.m., $20 advance. 

Audio Discotech: 316 1Ith St., San Francisco. “Boudoir,” 
w/ Matt Tolfrey, Alex Niggemann, J. Remy, 9:30 
p.m., $10 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 11th St., San Francisco. ‘U-Haul: Women 
at Work - The Uniform Edition,” w/ DJ Andre & Nicki 
Butler, 10 p.m., $10. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘‘Manimal,” 9 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Boy Bar,” w/ 
DJ Matt Consola, 9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Dancing 
Ghosts: World Goth Day 2014," w/ DJs Xander, 
Tomas Diablo, Unit 77, and Death Boy, 9:30 p.m., 
$8 ($5 before 10 p.m.). 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Analog Bubblebath,"’ 
w/ Convextion/E.R.P., Spacetime Continuum, Single 
Cell Orchestra, Its Own Infinite Flower, Solar, Tyrel 
Williams, Miguel Solari, 10 p.m., $10 advance. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. “Modular Nights,” 
w/ Lee Curtiss, Lauren Lane, JOill, 9 p.m., $10-$25 
(free before 11 p.m. with RSVP). 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “HYSL: Handle 
Your Shit Lady,” 9 p.m., $3. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“That ‘80s Show,” w/ DJ Dave Paul, Third Friday of 
every month, 9 p.m., $5. 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco. “Pitch,” w/ 
Lurob, Nick Lamb, Fredinho, Wax Junkie, 9 p.m., $5 
(free before 11 p.m.). 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. “Fools in the 
Night: Sahara Tent S.F.,"" w/ Michael Woods, Chris 
Clouse, Face Drugs, 9 p.m., $15-$20. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. ‘‘Freqo de Mayo,” 


Fisherman’s.Wharf | San Francisco 
Live Music Nightly 





Wednesday, May 14 | 8:30-12:30 


TIM HOCKENBERRY 
Thursday, May 15 | 8:30-12:30 


JAMES MICHAEL DAY 
Friday, May 16 | 8:30-12:30 


DANCE PARTY 
FEAT. DJ SAMMI 


Saturday, May 17 | 8:30-12:00 
PURE ECSTASY 


MOTOWN REVUE 
Sunday, May 18 | 8:00-12:00 


JAZZ NIGHT 
FEAT. PRESTON TURNER 
& JAMES MICHAEL DAY 
Monday, May 19 | 8:30-12:00 


TIM HOCKENBERRY 


1265 Jefferson St. Suite #1 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
(415) 397-1695 | www.golddustsf.com 


y 
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w/ Krafty Kuts, Worthy, Trotter, Influence, Motion 
Potion, Matt Haze, Phleck, Shouts!, Snarkle, 10 p.m., 
$15-$20 advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Beats by the 
Pound,” w/ DJ Jené, Benjamin Vallery, Elz, Pablo 
Picasso, 9:30 p.m., $8. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. NYPC 
(New Young Pony Club), Parade of Lights, on the 
upstairs stage, 9:30 p.m., $15-$18. 

OMG: 43 Sixth St., San Francisco. ‘Deep Inside,” 9 
p.m., free. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. ‘‘Music Is (Still) 
Art,” w/ DJ Dan, Lee Coombs, Vinkalmann, Dulce 
Vita, Grammar, Eliki, Jonboy, The Quadrobe, Mike 
Butler, 9:30 p.m. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Seven Lions, 
9 p.m., $30-$35 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “The Cub 
House,’ 10 p.m. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. “Resonance,” 
w/ Kristina Sky, Erika K, Jonny Atom, Mei-Lwun, 
10 p.m., $15. 

Treasure Island Event Venue: 401 California Ave., San 
Francisco. “Glow Island 3,” 18+ dance party with 
DJs Dank, Frank Nitty, Chaos, Denise, Nico Crispy, 
Vano, Ross.FM, SwitchBlade, Taj, Carlos Alfonzo, 
many more, 9 p.m., $20. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Studio 
3 AM," w/ Michael Walsh, Niklas, Ménage 4 Moi, 
Darrell Tenaglia, 10 p.m., free. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. EDX, Feldy, 10 
p.m., $10-$30. 


HIP-HOP 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “The Social,” 
w/ Anderson .Paak & The Free Nationals, Teeko, 
lon the Prize, DJ Vinroc, Mars Today, 10 p.m., $10. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. Zion 
|, 1-0.A.K., Mksmth, 9 p.m., $22-$25. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Juicy,” w/ 
resident DJ Mark Di Vita, Third Friday of every 
month, 10 p.m., free before 11 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Middlesleep, 
The Nest, Terry Brothers, 6:30 p.m., $7-$10. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Saphyre 
Khol, 7 p.m. 

Dolores Park Cafe: 501 Dolores, San Francisco. Patrick 
Merrill, Micalee Williams, Zach Chapaloni, 7:30 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Pert Near 
Sandstone, Colonels of Truth, 9 p.m., $15. 

Pa’ ina: 1865 Post, San Francisco. Ben Ahn, 7 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Uncle 
Jake & The Bluegrass Disciples, 9 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. The 


THE 


SALOON 


(415) 989-7666 © 12PM- 2AM 





WED 5/14 LARA PRICE 


THU 5/15 CHRIS FORD (4PM-8PM) 


WENDY DE WITT (9:30PM-1AM) 


FRI 5/16 ~WEST COAST BLUES REVUE (4PM-8PM) 
SHAD HARRIS (9:30PM-1AM) 


SAT 5/17 TONY PEREZ AND 2ND HAND SMOKE 
(4PM-8PM) RON HACKER (9:30PM-1AM} 


SUN 5/18 BLUES POWER (4PM-8PM} 
SILVIA C (9:30PM-1AM} 

MON 5/19 PETER LINDMAN (4PM-8PM} 
THE BACHELORS (9:30PM-1AM} 

TUES 5/20 LISA KINDRED 


1232 Grant Avenue 


between Columbus and Vallejo 
_lig wile Genie meant er Norn Bisctan 
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Emily Anne Band, Third Friday of every month, 9 
p.m., free/donation. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Josh Taylor 
& Friends, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. The 
Scott Foster Group, Third Friday of every month, 
5:30 p.m.., free. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Dick Fregulia’s 
Good Vibes Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco. Hard 
Bop Collective, 7 p.m. 

Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. 
Spencer Day, 8 p.m., $40-$55. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Howard Wiley & John Turk, 7:30 p.m.., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Cyril Guiraud 
Trio, 9 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Sam Cady Quartet, 9 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Cassandra Wilson, 8 & 10 p.m., $39-$45. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Asiento: 2730 21st St., San Francisco. “Kulcha Latino,” 
w/ resident selectors Stepwise, Ras Rican, and El 
Kool Kyle, Third Friday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. Taste 
Fridays, featuring local cuisine tastings, salsa 
bands, dance lessons, and more, 7:30 p.m. continues 
through June 1, $15 (free entry to patio). 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Saboriche, 10 p.m. 

The Emerald Tablet: 80 Fresno, San Francisco. 
Flamenco del Oro, 8 p.m., $15 suggested donation. 

Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, San Francisco. 
Cuban Night with Fito Reinoso, 7:30 & 9:15 p.m., 
$15-$18. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Yahir Duran, 7:30 p.m., $15-$20. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Pangea 
FC, Third Friday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. “Stereo,” w/ 
DJ Chico X, 10 p.m., $5 before 10:30 p.m. with RSVP. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Alan 
Iglesias & Crossfire, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $22. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. Eldon 
Brown, 8:30 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. West Coast 
Blues Revue, 4 p.m.; Shad Harris, 9:30 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


Connecticut Yankee: 100 Connecticut, San Francisco. 
Country Lips, The Lonesome Billies, Misisipi Mike 
Wolf, 9 p.m., $5-$8. 


SOUL 


Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco. ‘‘Soul 
Crush,” w/ DJ Serious Leisure, 10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. ‘Oldies 
Night,” W/ DJs Primo, Daniel, Lost Cat, and friends, 
Third Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 

The Lost Church: 65 Capp, San Francisco. Kim & The 
Generations, Garrick Davis, 8:15 p.m., $10. 


SATURDAY 5/17 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Tidelands, 
Sister Grizzly, The Cushion Theory, 6:30 p.m., $7-S10. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco. Whirl, Cosmic 
Mercy, 9:30 p.m., $5. 

Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco. Inferno of 
Joy, 10 p.m., $5. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Architects, Letlive, Glass Cloud, | the Mighty, 7:15 
p.m., $15. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Meatbodies, Zig Zags, Male Gaze, DJ Al Lover, 9:30 
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p.m., $7-$10. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. A Minor 
Forest, Life Coach, Golden Void, 9 p.m., $15. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. The Bar Chords, 
The Rogers, Down Dirty Shake, 9 p.m., $7. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Juan 
Wauters; The Reds, Pinks, and Purples; Michael 
0., 9 p.m., $8. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. The Y Axes, 
Kat Haus, NVS, 9 p.m., $8. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Future Rock, Gladkill, HoverKraft, 9 p.m., $15. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Peter 
& The Test Tube Babies, The Generators, Custom 
Fit, 9 p.m., $15. 


DANCE 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘“Pance Darty,’’ 
w/ Jjaaxxnn & Duke, Third Saturday of every month, 
9 p.m., $7. 

Audio Discotech: 316 1ith St., San Francisco. Oscar G, 
Andrew Phelan, 9:30 p.m. 

BeatBox: 314 lith St., San Francisco. “Chaos,” w/ DJs 
Alain Jackinsky & Tristan Jaxx, 10 p.m., $10-$20. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘New Wave City: 
Siouxsie & The Banshees Night," w/ DJs Skip, Shin- 
dog, Andy T, and Callum McGowan, 9 p.m., $7-$12. 

DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., San Francisco. “Bootie 
S.F.,"" w/ DJs MyKill, Tripp, Lex, MC2, Guy Ruben, 
Meikee Magnetic, Mixtress ShiZaam, Myster C, Mr. 
Washington, and more, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. “The Show," 
w/ Ben Seagren, Dean Samaras, guests, 10 p.m., 
$10 with RSVP. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘Haceteria,” w/ Ital, 
Aurora Halal, Cube, Jason P, Smac, Tristes Tropiques, 
Nihar, 9 p.m., $10. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. “Modular Nights,” 
w/ Kolombo, Crosstalk, Pedro Arbulu, Keith Kraft, 
MFYRS, 9 p.m., $10-$25 (free before 11 p.m. with 
RSVP). 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
"Fringe," w/ DJs Blondie K & subOctave, Third Satur- 
day of every month, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 10 p.m.). 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. Purity Ring 
(DJ set), 9 p.m., $15-$20. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. ‘Mushroom Jazz,” 
w/ Mark Farina, Nutritious, Lurob, 9 p.m., $10-$20 
advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Invaded by 
Unicorns 2.0," w/ Fort Knox Five, DJ Mes, Diva 
Danielle, Loomer, Little John, Xander M, 9 p.m., 
$5 before 10 p.m. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “As You Like It,” 
w/ Move D, Optimo, Jackmaster, J.Phlip, Solar, Conor, 
Bells & Whistles, Mozaic, 9 p.m., $15-$20 advance. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. ‘‘Gameboi 
S.F.,"" w/ VJ LaRock, Third Saturday of every month, 
9:30 p.m., $8-$15. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Adrian Lux, 9 
p.m., $20 advance. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Valley 
Sgurrrl,"" w/ DJs Trevor Sigler, Joe Pickett, and 
Jake Brower, 9 p.m., $5. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. “Crush,” w/ DJ 
Nile, Mikey Tan, Darker Daze, Daun Giventi, Raid 
Zero, NeonBunny, M3rc, DJ Bizkit, 10 p.m., $20. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Eva Shaw, Frenchy 
Le Freak, 10 p.m., $10-$30. 


HIP-HOP 


111 Minna Gallery: 111 Minna, San Francisco. “Shine,” 
Third Saturday of every month, 10 p.m. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Swagger Like 
Us," LGBT hip-hop night with resident DJs davO & 
Boyfriend, Third Saturday of every month, 9 p.m. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “The Bump,” 
w/ The Whooligan, Third Saturday of every month, 
10 p.m., free before 11 p.m. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “The 
Booty Bassment," w/ DJs Dimitri Dickinson & Ryan 
Poulsen, Third Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 

Showdown: 10 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Purple,” 
w/ resident DJs ChaunceyCC & Party Pablo, Third 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Craig 
Ventresco and/or Meredith Axelrod, Saturdays, 
4-6 p.m., free. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. ‘Sing 
Out of Darkness: Magic Mic,” American Foundation 
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for Suicide Prevention benefit with acoustic tunes 
by Julie Mayhew, Tommy P, Tim Brochier, Patrick 
McCauley, Wesley Woo, Dean Harlem, 7 p.m., 
donation. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Gabrielle Aplin, Mree, 7:30 p.m., $13-$15. 

The Lost Church: 65 Capp, San Francisco. Andrew 
Blair, John Elliott, 8:15 p.m., $10. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Francisco. 
High Country, The Bernal Hillbillies, 8:30 p.m. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. ‘‘Bluegrass 
Bonanza," w/ Filthy Still, Hay Babes, 9 p.m., $6-$10. 

The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. The Human 
Condition, 9:30 p.m., free. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Toshio Hirano, 9 p.m., free. 

Slim's: 333 1ith St., San Francisco. “AmeriCarnival: A 
Dirty American Roots Barnstorm,” w/ Supermule, 
Three Times Bad, The Naked Bootleggers, J.D. 
Limelight, Kellita, Dixie DeLish, Krysta Cook, Spunky 
Brewster, 9 p.m., $15. 


JAZZ 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. 
Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7:30 
&10 p.m., $22. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Lori Carsillo, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. 
Spencer Day, 7 p.m., $40-$55. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc’’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Snakebite, 8 
p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Negative Press 
Project, 9 p.m., free/donation. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Cassandra Wilson, 8 & 10 p.m., $39-$45. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Emily Hayes, 8 
p.m., free. 


ceveeees GET TICKETS AT yOShiS.COM «--e-e-- 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Wed, May 14 - Bass clarinet driven soulful songs 


oyzH-@eshakel 


A BY a 


THE BETH CUSTER ENSEMBLE sai STUERMER OF GENESIS 


Thu, May 15 - NewMusic, [his /s Where We Are 


PRISCILLA AHN 


Fri-Sat, May 16-17 
Blue Light To A New Dawn Tour 
20th Anniversary Album Celebration 


CASSANDRA WILSON 


Sun, May 18 - BayArea Funk, Monsters album release 


GEORGE LACSON PhOJCET 


Mon, May 19 - BuyNow! 
An Evening with 


STEPHEN STILLS 


Tue, May 20 


THE TOMMY IGOE BIG BAND 


with guitarist BARRY FINNERTY 


Wed-Thu, May 21-22 
Hello Bluebird: 
Celebrating the Jazz of Judy Garland 


JANE MONHEIT 
SINGS JUDY GARLAND 


Fri, May 23 - open dance floor. 


IDLE WARSHIP 
feat. Talib Kweli & Res 


Sat, May 24 - “Ghostbusters” - 30th Anniversary 
“A Woman Needs Love,” You Can’t Change That,” “Jack & Jill” 


RAY PARKER JR. 


Mon, May 26 - World-jazz acoustic guitarists 


STRUNZ & FARAH 


plus Peppino d’Agostino 





Thu, May 15 
Blue Light To A New Dawn Tour 
20th Anniversary Album Celebration 


CASSANDRA WILSON 


Fri, May 16 -0riginal composers of the hits 
“Lowrider,” “Why Can’t We Be Friends” & “Spill The Wine” 


LOWRIDER BAND 


Sat-Sun, May 17-18 
44 NOLA’s native son 


ALLEN TOUSSAINT 


Tue, May 20 - SOLD OUT! 
An Evening with 


STEPHEN STILLS 
MARK HUMMEL 
& THE BLUES SURVIVORS 


Thu, May 22 - Gospel-bred singer/songwriter 


eS 


Fri, May 23 
GRAMMY© nominated songwriter/producer 


BILAL 


Sat-Sun, May 24-25 
GRAMMY©-award winning NYC salsa 


SPANISH HARLEM 
ORCHESTRA 


Tue, May 27 
Dahrio Wonder Presents: 


Wed, May 28 


THE TOMMY IGOE SIG BAND Fen RReRearRen eet 


feat. snare drum legend SCOTT JOHNSON (Scojo) 


Wed-Sat, May 28-31 
Bay Area’s own neo-soul singer-singer 


GOAPELE 


1330 FILLMORE ST. 415-655-5600 


Thu, May 29 
GRAMMY© award winning R&B icon 


JODY WATLEY 


510 EMBARCADERO WEST 510-238-9200 


VIP Membership Club for Yoshi’s SF + Oakland ¢ Details at www.yoshis.com/vip 


For tickets & current show info: 


YOSHIS.COM / 415-655-5600 / 510-238-9200 


All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. “Pura,” 
9 p.m., $20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. Avance, 
8 p.m., $15. 

Cesar’s Latin Palace: 826 26th St., San Francisco. 
Cesar’s Latin All-Stars, benefit for El Tecolote 
newspaper, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Danilo y Universal, 10 p.m. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “El 
SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 
p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 

The Ramp: 855 Terry Francois, San Francisco. Orquesta 
Charanson, 5:15 p.m., $10. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Nahuel Bronzini & Friends, 7:30 p.m., $15-$20. 
Roccapulco Supper Club: 3140 Mission, San Francisco. 

Dimension Costefia, 8 p.m., $30 advance. 


SK EE SHUFFLEBOARD 


BALL POODE 1005 
ARCADE GAMESBALL 
































Gunch iia 
special 
Burger + Fries + Beer* Just $40 


*Select Draft Beers Only 
Mon. to Fri. 11 to 3 
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Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. ‘Club 
Fuego,” 9:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Lou’s Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Willie G, 8:30 p.m. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Big 
Bones & Chris Burns, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Tony Perez 
& Second Hand Smoke, Third Saturday of every 
month, 4 p.m.; Ron Hacker, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Artists’ Television Access: 992 Valencia, San Fran- 
cisco. Other Cinema: Optronica, electronic/ex- 
perimental music & film with Headboggle, Tommy 
Becker, Visién Nocturna, more, 8:30 p.m., $7. 

Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. Henry 
Kaiser's Surprise Videos with/or About Music, 2 
p.m., $7-$10. 


aceatrale 
Srattion oon Spee 
fiot 
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2565 Mission Street, , San Francisco 


Clothing 
Superstore 
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2566 MISSION ST. 


(BETWEEN 19TH & 20TH) 
SAN FRANCISCO 


415.824.7729 


WWW.ZOOTSUITSTORE.COM 


FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. The 
Grease Traps, The Sure Fire Soul Ensemble, DJ K-Os, 
9:30 p.m., $12-$15. 


SOUL 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘Saturday 
Night Soul Party,” w/ DJs Lucky, Phengren Oswald, 
and Paul Paul, Third Saturday of every month, 10 
p.m., $10 ($5 in formal attire). 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco. “So Much 
Soul,” w/ Shortkut, Vinroc, The Whooligan, 9 p.m., 
$5 with RSVP. 


SUNDAY 5/18 


ROCK 


Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Adam 
Widener, The Safes, Buttons, 8:30 p.m., $7. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. The 
Shanghais, The Krypters, Dirty Denim, The Un- 
Manned Pilots, 4 p.m., $6. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘‘Full of Grace: 
A Weekly House Music Playground,” 9 p.m., free. 

Eastside West: 3154 Fillmore, San Francisco. The 
Bay 2 Breakers Afterparty, w/ DJ Chris Harnett, 
11 a.m.-8 p.m., free. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘‘Dub Mis- 
sion,” w/ Gabe Pressure & Red Rasta, DJ Sep, 
J-Boogie, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stamina,” w/ Heist, 
Joey Mojo, Jamal, 10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “Sweater 
Funk,” 10 p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “Frisco 
Disco," w/ DJs 2shy-shy & Melt w/U, 10:30 p.m., free. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Bounce,” w/ DJ Just, 10 p.m. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Bay to Breakers 
Party, w/ DJs NoMe, M3, Kimmy Le Funk, Gordo 
Cabeza, DTek, and Duserock, 12-8 p.m., $5. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Reload,” w/ 
Martin Roth, Nick Williams, Kimmy Le Funk, Zoz, 
Joel, Mozhgan, 9 p.m., $5-$8. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. “Sunday 
Sessions," w/ DJ Marc deVasconcelos, 9 p.m.., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Gigante,” 8 p.m., free. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Disco Daddy,” 
w/ DJ Bus Station John, 7 p.m., $5. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. ‘Sunset Arcade," 
18+ dance party & game night, 9 p.m., $10. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,’ 9:30 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Jordan 
VanderBeek, 6 p.m. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘‘Pachanga 
Noche,” benefit for Buena Vista Horace Mann 
Community School featuring music by the Dustbowl 
Revival, Quinn DeVeaux & The Blue Beat Review, 
Conspiracy of Venus, 8:30 p.m., $20. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Traditional 
Irish Session, 6 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Trixie & 
The Skates, 22 Kings, The Night Falls, 8 p.m., $7. 
The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Francisco. 

Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisiun 
with Marla Fibish, Erin Shrader, and Richard Man- 
del, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Charles 
Hamilton Quartet, 4:30 p.m. 

Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. 
Veronica Klaus: “Lee a la V - A Peggy Lee Song- 
book,” 7 p.m., $30-$45. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Old First Presbyterian Church: 1751 Sacramento, San 
Francisco. Erik Jekabson String-tet, 4 p.m., $14-$17. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Legends & 
Friends, 5 p.m., free. 
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The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. The Cotton- 
tails, Third Sunday of every month, 7:30 p.m.., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

San Francisco Community Music Center: 544 
Capp, San Francisco. Jazz in the Neighborhood, 
w/ Community Music Center Teen Jazz Orchestra, 
Richmond Jazz Collective, Jazz inthe Neighborhood 
Big Band, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 7:30 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Atmosphere: 447 Broadway, San Francisco. “Hot 
Bachata Nights,” w/ DJ El Guapo, 5:30 p.m., $10-§20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Brazil 
& Beyond,” 6:30 p.m.., free. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. “La Gran 
Pachanga,” Seventh annual benefit for Buena Vista 
Horace Mann Community School featuring music 
by Ka-Hon, Loco Bloco, Francisco Herrera, and DJ 
Irene Hernandez, 4-8 p.m., $35-$60. 

The Ramp: 855 Terry Francois, San Francisco. Los 


PURI 


F RtstODésA Y 


Boleros, 5:15 p.m., $8. 
Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Balkan 
Evening Dance, 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. HowellDevine, 
Third Sunday of every month, 8:30 p.m., $7- 
$10. 

Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Jason 
King Band, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. Nat 
Bolden, 4 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues Power, 
4 p.m.; Silvia C, Third Sunday of every month, 9:30 
p.m. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco. Sunday Blues Jam 
with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m. 


FUNK 


EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. White Chocolate 
Funk, For the Ladies, Peachelope, 8 p.m., $8. 


CWORICS 
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SHACKLETON 
SILENT SERVENT 


THURSDAY 5.15 - MAIN ROOM 
SPEECHLESS: TECH IMPROV 


MONDAY 5.19 
BOLD ITALIC: TECH TALK 


FRIDAY 5.23 - LOFT 
ALL THAT & A BAG OF CHIPS 
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SATURDAY 5.24 - MAIN ROOM 
AHNK PRESENTS RICH MEDINA 


SATURDAY 5.24 - LOFT 
RESONATE: JO DEF 


SUNDAY 5.25 - LOFT 
SUNIGHT: BIG PHONE 





Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
George Lacson Project, 7 p.m., $15-$18. 


SOUL 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. The 
Slippery Slope, The Bang Girl Group Revue, The 
Inciters, 3 p.m., $10. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Jesse Boykins III, The Whooligan, 8 p.m., $20-$22. 


MONDAY 5/19 


ROCK 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Floor, Thrones, 
9 p.m., $14-$16. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. The Cave 
Singers, Freddie & The Aztecs, 8 p.m., $15. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 2183 
Mission, San Francisco. Assuming We Survive, When 
Earth Awakes, Behind the Fallen, The Light Iris, Sea 
in the Sky, Gigantes, 7 p.m., $7. 
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DANCE 


DNA Lounge: 375 Tith St., San Francisco. “Death Guild,” 
18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting 
Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Wanted,” w/ DJs 
Key&Kite and Richie Panic, 9 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Vienetta 
Discotheque,” w/ DJs Stanley Frank and Robert 
Jeffrey, 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Windy Hill, Third 
Monday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Judi 
Jaeger, 7 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Open Mic 
with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“Sad Bastard Club,” w/ Melissa Phillips & James 
DePrato, Jacob Aranda, Ira Marlowe, Tom Heyman, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco. “Acoustic 
Bistro," 7 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Dwight & 
Ellsworth, 9 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Peter Lind- 
man, 4p.m. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
An Evening with Stephen Stills, 8 p.m., $79. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. Eu- 
gene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz Hot, 
7p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. City 
Jazz Instrumental Jam Session, 8 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Suzanna Smith, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


TUESDAY 5/20 


ROCK 


Amoeba Music: 1855 Haight, San Francisco. Finish 
Ticket, 6 p.m., free. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. The 
Unlikely Candidates, Eyes on the Shore, 9 p.m., 
$10. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Gravys Drop, Midnight Sons, Cult Babies, 9 p.m., 
$5. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Hallelujah 
the Hills, HIJK, The American Professionals, 8:30 
p.m., $7. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Western 


FRIDAYS 


94 SHOCKTOP_ 


HUGE OUTDOOR PATIO 


LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY OTHER SATURDAY 


DJS WED-SUN NIGHT 


30 BEERS ON TAP 


NEW SPECIALS MONTHLY 


PARK #7 


J elo) ai t—m ol—ia 











aS OFF 19TH AVE | 7 CAMBON - 
415-584-4445 


FIND US ON 
WWW.PARK77BAR.COM 


Haunts, David Tanklefsky, Hello Echo, 8 p.m., $10. 
The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Damien Jurado, Jerome Holloway, 8 p.m., $15-$18. 
The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. FUKM, 
13 Scars, Killer of Sheep, No Brainer, DJ Agitator, 
9:30 p.m., $7. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“High Fantasy," w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 
10 p.m., $2. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Switch,” w/ DJs 
Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Shelter,” 
10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Kelly McFarling, 
Cave Clove, Nyx, 9 p.m., $8-$10. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Song- 
writer in Residence: Shannon Bryant, 7 p.m. con- 
tinues through May 27. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Nathaniel 
Rateliff, Travis Hayes, Carly Ritter, 8 p.m., $12-$14. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisiun 
with Autumn Rhodes, Sean O'Donnell, and Nick 
Edwards, 9 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Drizzoletto, 8:30 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cafe Divine: 1600 Stockton, San Francisco. Chris 
Amberger, 7 p.m. 

Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. ‘The 
Artist Sessions: Reflections on Giants,” w/ Lara 
Downes & Jed Distler, 8 p.m., $10-$20. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Lavay Smith & 
Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Michael Parsons, 8 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. ‘Tuesday 
Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 
Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 

Tommy Igoe Big Band, 8 p.m., $22. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Emily Hayes, 7:30 

p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. Salsa 
Tuesday, w/ DJs Good Sho & EI de la Clave, 8:30 
p.m. continues through June 1, $10. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Porreta!,” 


Shee Sartkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


THURSDAY, MAY 15TH- 8PM - $5 
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SUNDAY, MAY 18TH - 4PM - FREE 


UPCOMING SHOWS: 


theeparkside.com 





1600 17th Street - 415-252-1330 
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all night forro party with DJs Carioca & Lucio K, 
Third Tuesday of every month, 9 p.m., $7. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Underground No- 
mads,” w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, and 
Dulce Vita, plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 
9:30 p.m.). 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. Big Ass, 8 p.m., $65. 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “Bless Up,” w/ 
Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Burnt, 9 p.m. 


HIDDEN AGENDA 


Pining for 
Australia 


By Sam Lefebvre 
The Kinks’ 1969 track, 


“Australia,” describes the country as 
an idyllic wonderland of carefree 
jubliance and boundless opportu- 
nity, where “no one hesitates at 
life,” and all citizens don a “perpet- 
ual smile.” The faux-tourism pitch 
advocates sailing on over to where 
there’s “no class distinctions” and 
“no drug-addictions,” because, the 
Kinks implicitly suggest, such af- 
flictions were be- 
leaguering the 
band’s English 
homeland at the 
time. It’s a beauti- 
ful song: epic at 
over six minutes, 
and based around 
a blissful instru- 
mental break that 
practically places 
listeners on that 
dreamy voyage. But as the Kinks’ 
prettiest songs often were, it’s 
darkly facetious. “Australia” is an 
ode of escapist fantasy and under- 
class longing for a Shangri-La that’s 
largely imaginary. 

Today, though, Australia’s im- 
peccable rock output and the sup- 
port of its national arts programs 
are legitimate reasons for Ameri- 
cans to idealize and wax romantic 
about the country. Scrappy garage 
great Eddy Current Suppression 
Ring takes home cash awards 
from national organizations, for 
example, and upstart artists like 
Kirin J. Callinan secure tour funds 
from the Australian Arts Council 
— but, of course, no comparable 
institutions for lower-profile rock 
bands exist in the United States. 
It’s enough to inspire yet more 
wistful tribute songs to the place 
— and nowadays, the Kinks’ kind 
of sarcasm would be totally un- 
called-for. 


with... 


tonight... 


HIDDEN 
AGENDA 
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BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Ron 
Thompson & The Resistors, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. Dr. 
Mojo, Third Tuesday of every month, 9:30 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Lisa Kindred, 
Third Tuesday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


SOUL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“Lost & Found,” w/ DJs Primo, Lucky, and guests, 
9:30 p.m., free. 


Callinan, in particular, brings 
such comparisons to mind. He 
opens for New Zealand's Con- 
nan Mockasin at The Inde- 
pendent on Thursday, May 15. 
Embracism, Callinan’s 2013 debut 
album, is the work of a rigorous 
and adaptive songwriter. It con- 
tains buoyant electronic arrange- 
ments with lavish studio treat- 
ment alongside sparse balladry 
and clamorous industrial exer- 
cises, but Embracism is unified by 
compelling vocal acrobatics and 
clever lyricism. Whether croon- 
ing out a story of infidelity on 
the saccharine “Victoria M.,” or 
snarling the title track’s ominous 
ruminations about masculinity in 
the digital era, Callinan is a bold 
stylist. Embracism can be jarringly 
severe, but Callinan tempers it 
with some deft cheekiness as well. 
When he pro- 
claims, “I cry 
when I listen to 
Springsteen,” 
on “Come on 
USA,” it evokes 
the Kinks’ 
transcontinen- 
tal irony anew. 

Permanent 
Ruin’s Rich 
Gutierrez is 
an arresting performer, and, at 
least for this writer, watching his 
intensely physical and uptempo 
drumming shatters my typically 
collected and analytical compo- 
sure. To rationalize it, | begin to 
estimate the beats-per-minute 
of Permanent Ruin songs, then 
consider Gutierrez’s subdivisions 
of rhythmic meter — but it’s just 
so fast that everything swirls into 
a senseless melee of hardcore dev- 
astation! A mutation could explain 
his optimized wrist tendons, but 
my mind is rattling, and I can’t go 
on. As for Permanent Ruin overall, 
the local foursome is a brick-wall 
hardcore unit with noisy segues 
and savage vocals that urges lis- 
teners to check their shit, or back 
their shit up, or cut their shit out, 
with charisma and gusto. Perma- 
nent Ruin plays on Sunday, May 
18, at 1-2-3-4 Go! Records, 
with Australian grindcore band In- 
ternal Rot and locals Scalped. 
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HOOKUP SHOOK UP 


By Dan Savage 


I'ma 21-year-old straight male, and I’m mildly autistic. 
This means that I have difficulty picking up on social 
cues. I've learned to manage my disability in most ar- 
eas of my life, but I've recently become concerned about 
how it pertains to hooking up. My approach to hooking 
up is how imagine most other people’s must be: Find 
someone who I can have a flowing conversation with, 
attempt to flirt with them, and then awkwardly make 
amove. But a few weeks ago at a party, I was flirting 
with a girl when I suddenly realized that she was 
wasted. I had suspected that she was tipsy like myself, 
but I didn’t understand how far gone she was until she 
invited me outside and was unable to keep her balance 
while walking. What followed was a horrifyingly sur- 
real exchange where I struggled to leave, she kept in- 
sisting that she wasn't drunk, and all the while she kept 
pressing against me. By the time I got away, she was 
angry, people were staring, and I had history's most 
shameful erection. Prior to that night, I thought I could 
tell when someone was too drunk. I'd been certain 
about the agency of everyone I slept with. Now I have 
doubts about myself. Severe intoxication renders a per- 
son incapable of giving consent, and taking advantage 
of someone that impaired is the same as rape in my 
mind. Am Ia rapist? Was it wrong for me to participate 
in hookup culture as I struggle to read social signals? 
Moral Blue Screen Of Death 


If your description of events is accurate, MBSOD, 
that shameful erection of yours — which was no- 
where close to being history's most shameful erec- 
tion (that distinction belongs to the erections on 
the Catholic priest who raped the most kids) — 
was an innocent, unconscious, physiological re- 
sponse to some highly awkward and clearly 
unwelcome bodily contact. Just because your dick 
got hard doesn’t mean you were enjoying yourself. 
You were struggling to leave, and this drunk 
wouldn't stop pressing her body against yours? You 
were the victim, not the perp. 

The line between buzzed enough to go for it 
and too drunk to consent can be fuzzy and sub- 
jective. Some people argue that one drink ren- 
ders a person incapable of consenting to sex. By 
that standard, nearly all of us are guilty of raping 
scores of people. (By that standard, millions of 
sexual encounters are simultaneous rapes, i.e., 
two tipsy/buzzed/drunk people having sex that 
neither party was capable of consenting to.) But 
sensible people recognize that alcohol functions 
as a social lubricant and an effective way to over- 
come social or sexual inhibitions, and that it’s 
possible for two people (or more!) to have con- 
sensual sex after a drink or two or even three. 

You say you have difficulty picking up on social 
cues, and you're now worried that you may have 
misread a previous hookup’s ability to consent. 
I'm sorry to say that it’s possible you hooked up 
with a girl who was completely shitfaced but, un- 
like that drunk girl at the party, was not giving off 
too-shitfaced-to-consent cues that you could pick 
up on. Since you can't go back in time and un- 
fuck all the buzzed/tipsy/drunk girls with whom 
you ve already hooked up, MBSOD, you can only 
resolve to be more cautious going forward. 

If drunkenness is one of those social cues 
that you have a hard time reading, MBSOD, 
you re going to ask a friend for his or her read on 
the girl you met, or — better still — you're going 
to stick to dancefloor make-out sessions at par- 
ties and reserve getting naked for sober/soberer 
second or third dates. And when you do decide 
to really go for it, you're going to err on the side 
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of making active, ongoing, explicit requests for 
consent, i.e., you're not going to “make moves,” 
awkward or otherwise, you're going ask ques- 
tions (‘Td really like to kiss you — that okay?”) 
and keep asking questions (“Okay, I got the con- 
doms out — you still wanna fuck?”). 


My best friend is in a relationship with a great guy who 
is a loving father to their kids. There are no issues in 
their relationship other than this: zero sex in 10-plus 
years. Sheis DESPERATE. She is in contact with a for- 
mer lover who is not the LTR type. She wants to hook 
up with her ex. Is she required to disclose? If so, what do 
you recommend she say? Or does 10-plus years of sex- 
lessness constitute a free pass? 

Her Best Friend 


Ten years without sex frees your friend from an ob- 
ligation to disclose, HBF, but for your friend’s peace 
of mind — and for butt cover should the affair be 
discovered — she should sit her husband down and 
say something like this: “I love you and I want to 
stay married to you forever. We both know that sex 
has never been an important part of our connec- 
tion or our marriage. If you should ever seize an op- 
portunity to get it elsewhere, I trust you'll be 
considerate and discreet and leave me in the dark. I 
promise to do the same.” 


I'ma 23-year-old gay male who was diagnosed four 
years ago with ADHD. The prescription that I've been 
taking has completely turned my life around. Within 
the course of my first batch of pills, I began to notice 
drastic changes. From the evaporation of my paralyz- 
ing academic anxiety to the willpower to practice better 
hygiene, medicated me has control over my actions. A 
side effect of this medication is a drastically increased 
libido. While I’ve always had kinky tastes in porn, it is 
only while on Dexedrine that Igo on Recon and look for 
men to tie me up and dominate me. I’ve only ever pur- 
sued kink experiences under the influence of legal am- 
phetamines. Part of me feels like I should be wary of my 
kinky self, because sober me wouldn’t make the same 
sexual choices. The other part just wants to say “fuck 
it” and embrace my kinks, because the same high that 
makes me kinky also made it possible for me to gradu- 
ate from college and practice good personal hygiene. 
Are my concerns valid? 

Aroused Distractible Dominated 


Your meds have had the same impact on your sex 
life that they had on your college career and your 
commitment to good personal hygiene: They gave 
you the ability to realize your dreams — educa- 
tional, sexual, and ablutionary. Just as Sober You 
couldn't get your ass to class or into a shower, Sober 
You couldn't get your ass into a hot top’s dungeon. 
Medicated You, on the other hand, gets shit done. 

The question you should be asking yourself 
isn’t “Is my meds-enhanced ability to make my 
kinky fantasies a reality a good or bad thing?” 
but rather “Am I being reckless about how I real- 
ize my kinky fantasies?” 

If you're not taking unreasonable risks, ADD, 
and if you're employing best online hookup prac- 
tices — you meet in public first; you know their 
real names and phone numbers; before heading 
to someone's place to get tied up, you tell a 
trusted friend where you're going, who you're 
with, and when they can expect to hear from you 
again — then this isn't a problem. 


On the Lovecast, Dan chats with filmmaker 
David Thorpe about gay voices: savagelovecast. 
com. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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Beautiful Chinese, Japanese, & Korean Girls 
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Full Body Massage 
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* Friendly © Certified 
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HELP WANTED 


HELP WANTED 





THE OCEAN Corp. 10840 Rockley 
Road, Houston, Texas 77099. Train 
for a new career. *Underwater 
Welder. Commercial Diver. *NDT/ 
Weld Inspector. Job Placement 
Assistance. Financial Aid avail for 
those who qualify 1.800.321.0298 





Lead Marketing Planning Specialist 
to research & dev mktg strategies 
to grow SC & nail lines. Regs Mas- 
ters Business Admin (or foreign 
equiv) +1 yr exp retail & consumer 
prod mktg. Exo must incl: market 
analysis, both consumer product/ 
brand & specialty retail; strategic 
mktg plan dev; consumer trend 
data analysis; social media mktg 
initiatives; mktg beauty products; 
internationalization; in-store mktg 
strategies; & CRM. Job/interview 
location: San Francisco, CA. Send 
resume to: J. Song, Sephora USA 
525 Market Street 32nd Floor, San 
Francisco CA 94105. No calls 
please. EOE. 





Lead S/W Test Eng, San Francisco, 
CA. MS degree. Java, XML, PL/ 
SQL, Selenium, JMeter, SoapUI, MS 
SQL Server, Oracle SQL Developer, 
Oracle ATG; Res: EPAM Systems, 41 
University Dr., # 202, Newtown, 
PA 18940. 





AVON - Earn extra income with 
a new career! Sell from home, 
work, online. $15 startup. For 
information, call: 888-770-1075 
(M-F 9-7 & Sat 9-1 central.) (Ind 
Sls Rep) 





$1,000 WEEKLY! MAILING 
BROCHURES From Home. Helping 
home workers since 2001. 
Genuine Opportunity. No Ex- 
perience required. Start Imme- 
diately www.mailingmembers. 
com (AAN CAN) 
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Publicly Traded Company 
is Expanding 
We have FT Openings as 
Customer Relations Reps 
We Prefer No Experience 
We Provide on-the-job Training 
Entry Level ena $16/hr 
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AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - 
Get trained as FAA certified 
Aviation Technician. Housing 
and Financial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement 
assistance. Call Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance 800-725-1563 
(AAN CAN) 


WANTS TO purchase minerals 
and other oil & gas interests. 
Send details to RO. Box 13557, 
Denver, Co 80201 





KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Bed 
Bug Killer Complete Treatment 
Program/ Kit. Effective results 
begin after spray dries. Available: 
Hardware Stores, Buy Online: 
homedepot.com (AAN CAN) 





SSSS FREE PILLS $$$S VIAGRA 
100mg, CIALIS 20mg 40 Pills 
+4/free only $99.00 Discreet 
Shipping. 1-888-797-9028 





Africa, Brazil Work/Study! Change 
the lives of others while creating 
a sustainable future. 6, 9, 18 
month programs available. Apply 
today!www.OneWorldCenter.org 
(269) 591-0518 info@One- 
WorldCenter.org (AAN CAN) 
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INSTALLED TOMORROW! 888-641 - 
3452 (AAN CAN) 








Show8izy- 


The World's BIGGEST Media and Entertainment Directory. 
Film, TV, Music, Theatre, and Advertising together in one place... and FREE! 


2 WWD iy © 


Adweek, & mn 





ombines the most usted resources of Holywood 


rections plus Jobs, Ne 


Ss & Networking 














Thursday: Waar 


oo 


oak ee ee liek a 





CLL VAN IDO] atin le 





MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS 


Walk-Ins Welcome! 


REALDOCIORS 
REALCARE 






1855A Haight St. SF 


$29 









- INSIDE AMOEBA MUSIC 
Pete Wals (415) 831-1032 
(with this ad) gecsf.com 








a 9 new patients 
IDCARD 24/7 “Se shdecnoee cD 


AVAILABLE VERIFICATION | ee A, -/ J 41 le «aati a 
nae eee Reiser 
SAFE * AFFORDABLE + 









IENTIAL 





here S504 1hS00m Fei é Sat loom & lam 


Every’® 4 
Wed: « Sjbree 


ALEXIS 


TEXAS 








MAY 22-24 


~ 29a eet 


eM arse 2 


SAN|FRANCISCO iis! UTA RY 4h 


SERVICES EMPLOYMENT HEALTH & WELLNESS ADULT CLASSIFIED | May14-20,2014 | 55 


MAY 15-17 


ot UV 


— 
1994 - 2014 











SFWEEKLY.COM 


fiini MMI Owneo & Ortearen 


: T R by CA Licensed MD = 
Groves Recommendation D ? Cc © 
Avadatle 


Ales 








Le 





TOP SHELF ~~ vo 

> Gene ' ‘Renewal = 
rye weer MMJDoctor.com ; 
843 HOWARD STREET SAN FRANCISCO 94103 (415) 541-9590 San Francisco Le Sanjose | 


Dement eee tye - 1884 Market St 36 S Ist St 5 


ied ‘* t= - + 


See oeeae ee | (415)554-0171 ERIE (408)298-6666 _ 











Call Dean L. Woerner 415-550-8799 www.sanfranbk.com 


MOM’S BODY SHOP 
TATTOO & PIERCING 


Clean and Sterile * All Styles & Custom Tattoos * Huge Body Jewelry Selec- 
tion * Open 7 Days a Week * Sun-Th: Noon-Midnight * Fri-Sat: Noon-2am 


(415)864-6667 www.momsbodyshop.com 
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Free Exam for New Clients (415) 776-6122 
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Text AASTORE + zip code to 
23000 to find American Apparel 
locations nearest you. 
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